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The Thunder Of 
Invisible Gunfire 

A man by the name of Willie Gordon, who hails 
from Inverurie, Speyside, Scotland, grew up on an 
isolated farm in the middle of the proverbial 
nowhere. 
One morning, at the height of the Second World 
War, and following an extremely heavy snowstorm 
the night before, Will ie, then aged 1 5, was delighted 
to find that the blizzard had been sufficient to block 
al l the roads leading too and from his local school. 
Anxious to make the very most of the free time, 
Willie decided to go exploring through the deep, 
crisp white that carpeted the land. 
Suddenly, on the very stroke of noon, the blade­
sharp air was shattered by a distant salvo of gunfire. 
Wil lie, more than a little shocked, stopped dead in 
his tracks, with the hairs on the back of his neck 
standing on end. 
At the time, Willie was involved with Army cadet 
training, and he instantly knew he'd heard the 
unmistakable chatter of machine gun fire. 
But why on earth were the shots ringing out at 
midday and where were they coming from? 
Willie stood stock sti l l  for a couple of minutes, 
awaiting the sound of further gunfire, but it never 
came. After a while, he lost interest and headed for 
home thinking little more about it. 
The next day, the big freeze continued, and whilst 
he was out walking in the snow, once more, he 
again heard several short bursts of gunfire echoing 
through the surrounding mountains. 
Checking his watch, he saw that again it was exactly 
midday. 
The very same thing happened the following day, 
and the day after that. . .  

On the fifth day, however, the Winter silence 
remained unbroken. And the mysterious gunfire has 
never again reverberated across the countryside at 
any hour of the day. 
The memory of the five-day phenomenon has 
remained with Willie ever since, and he's  often 
been plagued with the fear that maybe they were 
distress signals from a stricken airman who had 
crashed somewhere in the Caimgorms and was 
using his l imited reserve of ammunition to try and 
attract assistance. 
Local historians have cast doubt on this however, 
and have pointed out that the area was used as a 
training area for troops during World War Two, so 
the sound of gunfire wouldn 't have been that 
uncommon. 
That, however, doesn't explain why the gunfire rang 
out so regularly at 1 2  noon for four consecutive 
days, and then stopped for no apparent reason. 
14TH January, 2001 'SCOTTISH SUNDA Y POST' 

STREET SPIRIT 
HAUNTS YORKE 

The lead singer of another of this writer's favourite 

bands, RADIOHEAD, has gone on (ahem) record as 
stating that he has been l iving in a haunted house. 
Thorn Y orke, believes that the house in Oxford, 
which he purchased prior to recording the largely 
devoid of tunes, 'KID A ', used have its own resident 
spirit. 
'You just knew it was there, ' Thorn told reporters. 
'You didn 't say it out loud. You just knew. ' 
Perhaps it was inevitable that the blame for the prog 
rock influences evident on 'KID A, ' should be 
levelled directly against the otherwordly presence. 
In fact, one of the 'songs' on the album; 
'MORNING BELL, ' is apparently about l iving with 

a discamate entity. The spirit was blamed for the 
loss of an entire Minidisc's worth of demos when 
the house was struck by a bolt of lightning. 
Certainly, Thorn seems to have l ittle difficulty in 
accepting that paranormal activity was the root 
cause of this incident. 
'That was the general vibe of the house at the time, 

so I didn 't think anything of it. Six months later, I 
was in a plane travelling back from Japan and I 
didn 't sleep at all. I hadn 't slept for ages and ages. 
Suddenly I was lying there, and I 'd forgotten all the 
stuff from the Minidisc, and 'MORNING BELL ' 
came back to me, exactly as I had written it. ' 
Perhaps strangely, Thorn seems to regret having 
inadvertently 'exorcised' the phantom. 
'He was trapped in the plaster. And we got rid of 
the plaster. I really didn 't want to do it. ' 
December, 2000 Oxford, England 'Q MAGAZINE ' 

Psychic Didn't See It 
Coming!!! 

In Austin, Texas, a self-professed clairvoyant by the 
name of Paula Hoseford, claimed she lost her 
'psychic gift' when she was unexpectedly whacked 
on the head by a plank of wood.Paula asserted that 
she used to have precognitive faculties until she 
suffered the accident at a DIY store. 



She attempted to sue the shop for massive damages 
over her loss of psychic abilities, but bosses were 
successful in their assertions that she should have 
been able to foresee something as significant as a 
plank fal ling on her head. If she was any good, that 
is. 
The judge concurred and duly dismissed the case. 
141h January, 200 1 Austin, Texas SUNDA Y 
PEOPLE ' 

Don't Try This At Home 
Turkey's state broadcasting board have ordered the 
TV station A TV off the air for a whole 24 hours for 
having the tmeterity to continue to broadcast the 
Pokemon cartoon series. 
Perhaps we shouldn't be too quick to smirk at these 
tough censorship laws in this case however, seeing 
as how the clamp down did follow two separate 
incidents involving Turkish children, both of whom 
were i njured after leaping off balconies in a bid to 
imitate the Pokemon characters. 
1h December, 2000 Turkey 'THE DAIL Y 
TELEGRAPH' 

T�E. WAJ..��N� PE.AI;) 
In Almaty, Kazakhstan, a man who managed to 
apparently electrocute h imself whilst attempting to 
steal power cables, was buried with due ceremonial 
honours, last December. 
He was wrapped in a traditional cloth shroud and 
interred in a shallow grave as is the Muslim custom. 
Two days after the funeral, this same man rose from 
the supposedly final resting place, and walked 
calmly into his village, sending the villagers into a 
state of abject shock. 
1h December, 2000 Almaty, Eastern Kazakhstan 
'THE DAIL Y TELEGRAPH ' 

Final Destination II 
Proof that the Grim Reaper can sometimes display a 
really sardonic sense of humour can be provided 
(should you require it - and honestly, Constant 
Readers, do you need confirmation?) in spades by 
the following examples of decidedly unusual 
demises . . .  
First up we have the case of Garry (his surname is 

not recorded in the clipping we came across), 
decided it might be a great idea to demonstrate to a 
group of students j ust how tough the glass in his 
office windows were by lunging at them at full tilt. 
Unfortunately for our hapless solicitor, he crashed 
straight through the panes and went hurtling down 
24 floors to his death. 
The incident, which took place at the Toronto 
Dominion Bank Tower in Canada, was given an 
even more ironic slant by the statement issued by 
the partners of the firm for whom Garry worked: 
They actually described their deceased employee as 
being one their very brightest colleagues. 
Yeah, right. 
*** Next up, we have the case of two friends out 
enjoying a spot of fi shing on a lake in 11 1inois, USA, 
back in 1 998. 
As they had been entirely unsuccessful in their 

efforts to actually l an d  any fish, one of the two 
companions, a fella named Daniel, decided that it 

might be a good idea to dynamite the water in their 
vicinity in order to stun any passing fish.  
As Daniel chucked the stick of dynamite into the 
lake, however, a freak gust of wind blew their boat 
directly over the spot where it had descended into 
the murky depths and the boat was blown to the four 
winds. Somehow, the unnamed friend survived the 
blast, but Daniel sadly drowned. 

* * * A year or so later, in the state of M ai ne, a man 
known only as James, chose to move town to be 
closer to a girl he had met through the Internet, 
named Leigh. 
Leigh, understandably less than enthusiastic about 
James' obsessive behaviour, refused to see him 
when he turned up on her doorstep. Hurt by this 
rejection, he hit upon the wheeze that acting l ike a 
Biiiggg M .A.N might help win her affections. 
So he returned armed with a chainsaw and after 
getting it up and running, started to swing it wildly 
round and round his head, in the manner of 
Leatherface at the climax of 'THE TEXAS 
CHAINSA W MASSACRE.' Unfortunately, James 
lost his grip for a nanosecond and that was all it 
took for him to decapitate himself, thereby spurting 
geysers of blood all over Leigh's  summer-lush front 
lawn. 
*** That same year, a soldier i n  Alabama, USA, 
who was deadly set on winning a spitting contest, 
backed up and ran toward the window in a bid to 
give his phlegm that extra vital momentum. 
All  he succeeded i n  doing however, was to fly right 
over the waist-high guard rail and plunge three 
storeys onto the unforgiving concrete below. 
*** In Washington D.C., back i n  April ,  1 999, two 
paramedics, Carol and Mark, were found dead in 
their home by M ark ' s  1 4-year-old son. 
They were wearing breathing masks attached to an 
empty tank of nitrous oxide, otherwise known as 
l aughing gas. Despite their considerable medical 
training, the couple had, for some reason fai led to 
mix the gas, poisonous in its pure form, with air. 
*** M oving on to the May of last year, a plane that 
had just taken off from a Philippine airport, 
Augusto, a wannabe hijacker, put on a ski mask and 
a pair of goggles before pull ing out a gun. He then 
robbed the assembled passengers of £25,000, then 



Ordered the pilot to drop his altitude to 6,500 feet. 
He then strapped a home-made parachute to his 
back and ordered a flight attendant to open the door. 
He then leapt from the plane but was blown back on 
board by a sudden gust of wind. The attendant, 
rather obligingly, helped him out of the aircraft, the 
very second Augusto decided to pull the pin on the 
hand grenade. Unfortunately for Augusto, he threw 
the pin into the cabin and fell towards the earth still 
clutching the business end of the deadly device. 
*** An elderly couple in the United States, were 
killed after their 18-stone ram elected to attack 
them. 
Carl and Mary Beaver were butted to death by the 
animal as they were busy feeding and watering their 
flock in a field outside their North Carolina 
hometown of China Grove. 
Mrs Beaver, aged 80, who suffered a broken leg and 

head injuries died at the scene. Her 84-year-old 
husband died in hospital. 
Investigators and relatives said that the ram, 
acquired only a few days earlier, may have been 
trying to protect ewes during mating season. 
'All indications pointed to the ram, ' a police 
spokesman told reporters. 'He had blood on his 
head as well as his back. ' 
At the time of going to press, the relatives had not 
decided what fate should befall the ram. 
22nd November2000/ 8th December, 2000 Various 
locations 'LIVERPOOL ECHOI'DAILY MANC' 
*** Airport customs officials seized 2,000 Buddhist 
swastikas under the understandably mistaken 
impression that they were neo-Nazi propaganda. 
The swastikas, which an artist had used in the 
making of miniature windmills, were actually 
destined for an exhibition on the constantly 
changing meaning of various religious symbols. 
29'h August, 2000 India 'DAILY EXPRESS' 
*** Rodriguez Valez was so angry with his 
overweight wife that he tried to shove her down a 
manhole at the height of an argument. 
Not surprisingly, she got stuck. 
Valez was arrested in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, for 
attempted murder, but was heard to complain: 'She 
nags me night and day. I thought the best place for 
her was down the sewer with all the other rats. ' 
So, that's fair enough, then. 
1h January, 2001 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 'NEWS 
OF THE WORLD' 
*** Golfer Martin Franklin scored a hole-in-one, 
last November, although he would be the first to 
admit that he had more than a little assistance from 
a jeezly ol' crow. 
The bird swooped and grabbed the ball in its beak 
after it landed a mere 5 feet from the flag of the 
second hole. 
Mr Franklin, 43, and three other players who were 
witness to the incident, watched in amazement as 
the crow calmly walked across the green and placed 
the ball in the hole. 
Unfortunately, the hole-in-one could not be 
officially claimed because the rules outlaw balls 
being moved by any 'outside agency.' 
Accordingly, the ball was put back on the spot 
where it landed and Mr Franklin's partner had to 
take the putt. 

Mr Franklin, playing at Clacton Golf Club in Essex, 
was quoted as saying, perhaps a trifle unnecessarily, 
'The chances of it happening must be millions to 
one. 
Other golfers had previously complained about a 
crow going around the course picking up golfballs. 
One unlucky player even saw the crow drop his ball 
in the water at the, spookily enough, 13th hole!!! 
16th November, 2000 Clacton Golf Club, Essex. 
'LIVERPOOL DAILY POST' 

***A woman hired as Father Christmas was 
planning on suing her employees for sexual 
discrimination after being given the boot because 
her decidedly high-pitched • Ho, ho, ho,' only served 

to confuse children. 
Donna Underwood, 50, got the job at a shopping 
mall near her Virginia home and started handing out 
presents to children. 
After a few hours, shoppers began issuing 
complaints that Father Christmas had a squeaky 
voice and that their children were more than a little 
bemused by this. 
'My kids kept saying, "He's a woman, he's a 
woman, ' Judy Viera. 'I'm all for equal rights, but 
Father Christmas has to be a man. She didn't sound 
right.' 
The management of the mall fired Mrs Underwood 
and replaced her with a man. 
Mrs Underwood claimed that her red suit and white 
wig and beard made her the spitting image of Father 
Christmas. She was very upset and angry at being 
fired. 
She was offered alternative employment as one of 
Santa's elves, but resigned after a day. 'It was just 
not the same, ' she said. 
121h December, 2000 Los Angeles, USA 'DAILY 
TELEGRAPH' 
*** A dentist by the name of AlbertoRulli, aged 53, 
elected to stab to death his neighbour Antonio Mele, 
54, simply because his dog wouldn't stop barking 
all night long and Rulli couldn't get any sleep. 
He was jailed for a total of eight years for carrying 
out the murder. 
25th February, 2001 Rome, Italy 'NEWS OF THE 
WORLD' 
*** Meanwhile, in Monchengladbach, Germany, a 
man who was jilted by a girl suddenly changed his 
mind about killing himself and duly turned off the 
gas taps. 
Unfortunately however, he then had the stupidity to 
light up a cigarette, causing an explosion that blew 
the roof off his black of flats. 
Luckily, no one was injured. 
1 1th December, 2000 Monchengladbach, Germany 
'ASSOCIATED PRESS' 
*** In a real-life Hannibal Lecter-type case, 
Gilberto Menezes aged 40, was jailed for killing his 
wife's lover in a fit of anger, and then serving up 
bits of his body to diners at his restaurant in 

Campinas, Brazil. 
21h July, 2000 Campinas, Brazil NEWS OF THE 
WORLD' 
*** A decidedly less-than wonderful mother by the 
name of Gerda Schimmel, 33, confessed to setting 
alight a total of 14 different properties in Hamburg, 
Germany, simply so that she could watch the 'sexy' 



firemen who arrived on the scene to extinguish the 
fires. 
Four people, including two firemen, died in one of 
the blazes and mother-of-two Schimmel was 
subsequently charged with manslaughter. 
F1 October, 2000 Hamburg, Germany 'SUNDAY 
PEOPLE' 
*** A thief who leapt from an upstairs window in a 
bid to escape justice whilst carrying out a burglary 
landed on top of a woman by the name of Anne 
FELL. 
Anne, who works as a wages clerk and is aged 60, 
was quite literally stunned when the would-be 
burglar flattened her as she returned to her home in 
Crawley, West Sussex. 
Her husband Derek, 6 1, tried to grab the 6ft tall 
villain but he managed to struggle free and escaped 
with his £ 1,000 haul of jewellery. 
251h October, 2000 Crawley, Essex 'DAILY SLUR' 
*** A Kung Fu teacher in China, was facing 
execution at the time of going to press, for beating 
to death a 14-year-old pupil he felt had shown him 
disrespect. 
51h December, 2000 China 'DAILY MANC; 

* * * A man broke into a flat in Gloucester and fell 
asleep in the victim's bed. 
He did not actually steal anything and left wrapped 
in a duvet when the owner returned. 
23rd January, 200 1 'LIVERPOOL ECHO' 
* * * Escape artist Kurt Fiel had to ask police for 
help after he managed to lock himself out of his car. 
And get this, he was en route to a convention for 
escapologists. 

PHANTqM� �TAL.� 
TH� L.AN�� qf. 

N��TqN 
The following account was submitted by a former 
work colleague, late last year, and it is her request 
that we decline to use her surname. Your wish is our 
command, Emma, so without further ado let's get 
around to relating her tale ... 
At approximately2:45am, one Saturday, last 
Autumn, my boyfriend and I were walking along 
Church Lane in Neston. 
As we emerged the other side of an old tunnel that 
bisects the road, I suddenly saw something moving 
from out of the corner of my eye. When I stopped to 
look closer, I could see that there appeared to be an 
old lady bending down in her front garden, as 
though she were trying to close her front gate. For 
some reason, I was frightened by the sight of her, 
even though she didn't appear to be threatening in 
any way. I screamed out loud, and my boyfriend 
looked across towards where I was pointing and 
also saw the 'woman.' 
He too, was badly scared by the sight of the figure, 
and apparently in response to my screaming, the 
'woman' suddenly stood up and looked directly at 
us. 
We were able to discern that she was wearing a 
'Victorian style' white nightgown with a white hat. 
She had long, grey wavy hair poking out from 

beneath her headgear and I would estimate her age 
to be somewhere around 80. 
Still frightened, we began to walk very quickly 
away from the scene, and when we dared risk a 
glance back, we saw that she had disappeared and 
that the garden gate was still wide open. 
I have no doubts that the 'woman' was a ghost. I 
can't believe a lady of that advanced age, on a fairly 
chilly night, and dressed in such decidedly old­
fashioned clothes, would be attempting to fix her 
gates at that ungodly hour. 
As we hurried past her, it seemed that she did in fact 
say something, but we could not quite make out 
what it was. My boyfriend later claimed that all he 
could manage to catch were the words; 'I used to do 
this when ... ' 
It has always been known, locally, that the road 
where we saw the 'ghost,' Church Lane, is haunted. 
According to local tradition, the apparition is the 
spirit of a woman christened with the nickname 
'The Red Lady. ' I thought that it was nothing more 
than folklore centred upon the fact that the lane is 
dark, winding and undeniably spooky. But after 
seeing the phantom for myself, along with my 
boyfriend, I can state categorically that there is 
definitely something to the stories. 
The house where we saw the 'woman' is not 
particularly old, but the area itself has long been the 
site of habitation. 
The entire area is renowned for being haunted by 
various Phantoms, and will be glad to provide your 
readers with further details in due course. 

Livet�ool To Ptotect The 
Planet �atth 

Sci-fi author Arthur C. Clarke gave his 
endorsement, last September, to Liverpool's bid to 
build an e.arly warning system against asteroids 
threatening the Earth. 
In an open letter to Liverpool, Sir Arthur has 
pledged his support for the city to play a leading 
role in tracking rogue asteroids and comets on a 
potential collision course with the Earth. 
He writes; 'The UK has a proud tradition of 
building fine scientific instruments, especially 
astronomical telescopes, and Liverpool has become 
a distinguished centre for this high technology 
industry. 
'I think that it would be fitting if the engineers and 
craftsmen of Merseyside built the premier 
Spaceguard telescope, for the benefit of the whole 
country. Such an undertaking will be a significant 
technical challenge but the result will contribute 
substantially to the protection of our only home -
the Earth. I believe that Liverpool is a fitting place 
for the telescope to be built because of its reputation 
as a centre of excellence for interplanetary studies. 
'It was also in Liverpool that Phi/lip Cleator 
founded the British Interplanetary Society in 
19 33,and one of the Society's earliest supporters 
was John Moores. ' 
26TH September, 2000 Liverpool 'LIVERPOOL 
DAILY POST' 
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It was during the autumn of my final year at 
Church Drive Primary School when, seated 
behind the graffiti-splattered desk top in Mrs 
Williams ' math class, that I first became 
acquainted with Forrest J.Ackerman 's 
'FAMOUS MONSTERS OF FILMLAND ' 

magazine. 
I remember it had been one of those eye­
wateringly bright, windless afternoons; the 
sort that leave you feeling strangely restless, 
desperate for adventure, and escape from 
routine. 
Trapped within the stuffy confines of the 

classroom, however, the hours had dragged 
interminably, and the ringing of the Hometime 
Bell had seemed about a billion light years 
distant. As I recall, we pupils were supposed to 
be studying the myriad joys of Long Division 
and the 12x table, but looking around, most of 
my fellow classmates had been either staring 
blankly into space or else were busy passing 
secret messages to one another concerning the 
latest, hottest topical issue: The size of Jackie 
Goodchild 's rapidly expanding "gazangas " 
were making the major headlines back then, if 
my memory serves me correctly . . .  
And whilst I certainly wasn 't averse to casting 
sneaky, sidelong glances at Jackie 's (ahem) 
'dirty pillows�- I was equally concerned with 
trying to ensure that old eagle-eyed Mrs 
Wil/iams didn 't catch on to the fact that I'd 

hidden the monster mag I'd swapped with 
Mikey Cartwright for a 'Wagonwheel ' and a 
half-melted 'Curly Wurly, ' beneath a pile of 
tatty, dog-eared text books. Every time she 
turned her back to write another sum up on the 
blackboard, I would hastily read as much as I 
could without arousing her suspicion. 
'FAMOUS MONSTERS, ' now sadly defunct, 
(although it did make something of a 
comeback in the mid-90's. I picked up a couple 
of back issues from Liverpool 's 'FORBIDDEN 
PLANET' store, a few years back), was one of 
those rare publications that managed to fire 
the golden glow of imagination and fill the 
reader with a sense of wide-eyed wonder. 
Its pages were jam-packed with fascinating, 
little-known facts, crystal-clear stills and 
movie poster reproductions, all of which were 
thrown together in an incredible, semi­
organised mish-mash, not a little unlike, in its 
potpourri of contents at least, the humble 
publication you hold in your hands right now, 
Dear Constant Reader. 
Everything was included in the mix: Interviews 
with the stars of the Golden Age Of Horror; 
Karloff, Lugosi, Chaney and Rains. Price, 
Cushing, Lorre and Lee. There were in-depth 

features on a vast array of films. From the 
well-established classics like 'KING KONG ', 
'DRACULA, ' 'THE WOLFMAN, ' and 
'FRANKENSTEIN, ' to more obscure horrors 
such as 'THE MOLE PEOPLE, ' THE 
TROLLENBERG TERROR, ' 'IT 
CONQUERED THE WORLD, ' and 'FIEND 
WITHOUT A FACE. ' 
Previews of forthcoming releases, filmbooks, 
storyboard artwork, all of this, and a whole 
pile more assaulted my sense like a succession 
of video tape images with the cassette stuck on 
permanent fast forward mode. 
A slightly more than passing interest became 
foil-blown obsession in the space of that single 
October afternoon, and that craving for 
adventure I spoke of earlier, was all but 
satiated. Suddenly, horror films were right up 
there with footy, music and girls (although not 
necessarily in that order) at the top end of my 
personal Hit Parade. 
But oh, like the respectable Doctor Jekyll after 
downing one of those bubbling, smoking 
green-coloured potions, I soon discovered that 
there were to be some intriguing, not to say 
startling side effects to be endured. You wanna 
hear about them? Well, okay, but without 
wishing to come on like a latter-day Edward 
Van Sloan, stepping out from behind a set of 
velvet curtains to announce; 
'Mr Walker feels it would be a little unkind to 

present these examples without just a word of 
friendly warning . .. ' 



I feel duty-bound to caution you, Dear Reader, 
that, having perused this tale, you may find 
yourself agreeing wholeheartedly with my 
former headmaster, the normally kind-hearted, 
unjlappable Mr Woodside, in calling for the 
Men In The White Coats to lock me in a 
padded cell with a packet of crayons and an 
easy-to-read instruction book on Do-It­
Yourself basket weaving ... 

One 
The Church Drive School Sports Day was held 
exceptionally late that year. 
The summer of '75 had been wet, windy, and 
downright miserable (Some things never 
change. Crappy British summers are one of 
'em- Sun-Starved Ed). 

I remember it seemed that I spent the entire six 
weeks' vacation gazing forlornly out of the 
window as torrents of rainwater went babbling 
along the gutters of Bolton Road East, and the 
net result of this deluge was that just about 
every field in the county was saturated to the 
point where they resembled the muddy hell of 
the Somme, back in 1916 ... 
The Port Sunlight Village Fete was postponed 
a grand total of nine times before the 
organisers fmally admitted defeat and called it 
off altogether. Pre-season football training had 
to take place at The Oval's indoor five-a-side 
pitch. Even the New Ferry Fair had to be 
cancelled in the interests of public safety. 
The rain didn't let up until September came 

rolling around, but even then, it took several 
more weeks for the fields to drain sufficiently 
enough for the School Board to even consider 
the possibility of breaking with tradition and 
holding the Sports Day in early autumn. For 
the best part of a fortnight, the rumour mill 

went into overdrive, as both teachers and 
pupils alike debated the prospects of The 
Games being given the go-ahead. 
As it turned out, the Board gave the events the 
thumbs up just three days prior to my 
inaugural encounter with 'FAMOUS 
MONSTERS, ' and they were finally fixed for 
the second Friday in October, the eve of the 
half-term break. 
That dog-blamed Weather permitting, of 
course. 
I guess most people were thrilled by this 

decision. Certainly, there was an almost 
Christmas-like atmosphere pervasive 
throughout the whole school that seemed to 

increase as The Games grew nearer. 
And by the time of Mrs Williams' fateful 

Math lesson, it had damn-near reached fever­
pitch. 
Okay, I suppose at this point, it might be 
advisable for me to tell you just a few things 

about the high-esteem afforded our School 
Sports Day. 
Well, I'm sure you already know that it wasn't 
ever gonna rival the Olympics or the 
Commonwealth Games in terms of national 
importance or prestige. -
Jesus H.Christ on a chariot-driven side-car, it 

wasn't even on a par with The Invalid 
Grandmother's Stanna Chair Life Finals. 

It merely consisted of a series of events, most 
of which involved running with some sort of 
handicap, with (allegedly) 'hilarious' results 
i.e; The Egg And Spoon Race. The Sack Race. 
The Three-Legged Race. And The, er, Running 
Quite Normally With No Hindrance 
Whatsoever Race, to name but a few. 
Pool Bank, the largest field in Port Sunlight 
Village, was the favourite venue for this feast 
of 'athletic prowess.' The lanes of the 
racetrack would be marked out with white 
paint. There' d be a small marquee selling 
various refreshments, tea, orange juice and the 
like, and a 'Winner's Podium,' in reality, three 
wooden boxes covered with a tattered Union 
Jack. 
The assembled crowds, mostly made up of 
parents, would be herded behind a rope barrier. 
From this vantage point, they'd lustily cheer 
on their 'little darlings' (whilst screaming 
horrendous foul-mouthed abuse at their kid's 
rivals), as some luckless soul who'd been 
'volunteered' for the job of selling the 
photocopied entertainment programmes would 
move amongst them rattling a pink, plastic 
bucket. 
The proceeds of this collection went either to 
the Church Restoration Fund or the Teachers 
Annual Christmas Piss Up, depending on your 
level of cynicism. 
Despite all this, though, or perhaps in some 
crazy way because of it, I was still looking 
forward to taking part in the event for which 
my best mate, Stevie Gee and I, had been 
selected: The Wheelbarrow Race. 
Or at least, I was, until two things happened in 

pretty quick succession. 
The night before The Games, my mum and 

dad, who were always very liberal-minded 
where Horror Films were concerned, allowed 
me to stay up to see the Hammer classic, 
'CURSE OF THE WEREWOLF, ' starring the 

late, great Oliver Reed. 
To say this movie had a profound effect upon 
me would be like saying John Lennon had just 
a teensy weensy influence on the songwriting 
ofNoel Gallagher. 
I was transfixed from start to fmish. The scene 
where the Werewolf breaks out of its cell by 

tearing the door from its hinges and smashing 
it over the jailer's head, and its subsequent 



dash across the village rooftops, raging at the 
assembled mob below, haunted my dreams 
later that night. Don't get me wrong. The 
movie didn't scare me much. On the contrary, 
I found myself rooting for the Werewolf, not 
least because, here was a humble man, 
working in a bakery, a slave to the constraints 
of 'civilised society,' who defies the system by 
transforming himself, albeit involuntarily) into 
a wild animal. 
And, having slipped the bonds of servility, this 
tragic/heroic figure is able to give free rein to 
the pent-up frustrations, the white-hot anger 
that burns within those of us doomed to eke 
out an existence on the very edge of the 
breadline. 
I remember thinking how very wonderful it 
must be to be able to rebel against our so­
called 'betters,' to stick two fingers up at 
authority figures, to embark upon a rampage 
along the corridors of power, ripping to shreds 
the dusty piles of rules and regulations made 
by fat old men keen to ensure we are kept in 
our place ... 
And as I lay awake on the wrong side of 
midnight, with the only sounds the ticking of 
my Mickey Mouse alarm clock, and the gentle 
snoring of my brother from the bed across the 
room, I found myself more than just pondering 
what it must be like to be afflicted with 
lycanthropy, but actually trying to dream up 
ways that I could become a real living, 
breathing Werewolf. 
And before anyone starts, can I just say in my 
defence: Hey, I was only ten, going on eleven 
years old at the time!!! 
I knew from some of the books I'd read, and 
films I'd seen, that there were certain paths 
you could tread in order to achieve this 
lyncanthropic aim. 
But some had the 'Sorry, Road Closed ' signs 
posted at their head, right from the start. 
For a kick-off, my birthday is in late February, 
so that completely ruled out any font-boiling 
'affront to God,' type scenario, or the ensuing 
Wolfman curse that comes with being born on 
Christmas Day. 
I could similarly dismiss the likelihood of my 
being bitten by another Werewolf I mean, I 
couldn't claim to know anyone who might 
perhaps undergo a lupine transformation each 
and every Full Moon (although I'd always had 
my suspicions regarding Mr Smith, our 
remarkably hairy Science & Technology 
teacher). 
And the thought of hanging around some 

mist-shrouded moor or sitting upon a fallen 
bough deep in the midnight woods, waiting for 
one to show up, held no appeal whatsoever. 

Worse, despite poring over a selection of my 
dad's plant life of Britain books, I'd failed to 
track down the likely location of any flowering 
Wolfsbane. 
That left only two other, slightly less remote 
possibilities ... The seeking out of a Witch with 
a good working knowledge of Black 
Magic,(even if she professed to only ever 
dabbling in White). For a price, she might be 
persuaded to cast a spell that would bring 
about the fulfilment of my dark desires,. 
Or, alternatively, I could simply don a fur 
cloak, a parade around on all fours, and sample 
the blood of a freshly-killed animal - a 
squirrel, say, or a rabbit- and courtesy of the 
sort of sympathetic magic I'd read about in 
Sabine Baring-Gould's 'BOOK OF 
WEREWOL VES, ' quite literally will the 
transformation to take place. 
Oh, the agony of choice. 

I fmally drifted off to sleep that night, 
dreaming of torch-bearing gangs, the terrified 
shriek of captured prey, and of a little boy, 
straining at the bars that line his window, eyes 
bulging, teeth bared in feral fury as he snarls at 
a blood-red Full Moon .... 

2 
Friday dawned clear and bright, instantly 
dispelling any remaining fears that The Games 
would have to be cancelled yet again. 



Most everybody walked to school with a 
spring in their step that morning, even though 
the Sports Day didn't officially start until l pm, 

and lessons were to carry on as normal right up 
until dinnertime. 
I think, although I can't be sure, that we had 
English Class first thing. All I can recall for 
certain is that there was an air of barely 
suppressed excitement and much wistful 

glancing at the clock on the far wall. 

I was excited, too, but for a far different 
reason. It was during the fifteen-minute break 

that the second thing that I referred to earlier, 

took place. 
It began with me announcing to a bunch of my 
best friends: Mikey Cartwright, Ian Crossley, 

Philly Bennett and Stevie Gee, that I wouldn't 

be taking an active part in the Wheelbarrow 
Race, or in any other race for that matter, 
because I wanted to openly 'rebel against the 
system like Oliver Reed in that brilliant 
Werewolf film, last night' 
They didn't believe me, of course. 
Why would they? 
It was school policy that absolutely everybody 
had to take place in The Games. It was 
compulsory. No arguments. No dissent. You 
did as you were told and ran, skipped or 
hopped, or you sold programmes or helped out 
with the chairs for the spectators who wanted 
to sit. You took part or you faced incurring the 
wrath of Mr 'Slappy' Parris; the Deputy Head 
and the most feared teacher at Church Drive. 
Oh, he might not have looked particularly 
menacing, at first glance. In fact, you could 
quite easily be forgiven, for thinking he was 
one of those kind-hearted grandfatherly types, 
what with his bushy grey hair, tweed suit and 
National Health glasses. Not to mention the 
clay pipe that forever dangled from the corner 
of his mouth, its pleasingly woody fragrance 
hanging about him in a billowing cloud. 
But if ever there was a shining example of that 

hoary old cliche; 'appearances can be 
deceptive, 'then boy, this was it!!! 
As quick to anger as an especially irate 

buffalo afflicted with a chronic case of piles. 
Sterner that Anne: 'You ARE The Weakest 
Link ' Robinson when faced with a dullard 
contestant. More mean-spirited than a 
combination of Ebeneezer Scrooge, Alex 
Ferguson and that Puritan-type couple from 
Royston Vasey, who have a bathroom into 

which they don't pass solids, and who fmnly 
lock their doors to anyone at precisely 8:15pm 

(after checking the exact time with the 

Speaking Clock, of course) 
I guess the best thing that could be said about 
Mr Parris is that he was most certainly not at 
all sexist...He inspired the same level of 

bowel-loosening fear in everyone, both boys 
and girls alike, and if that refusal to 

differentiate meant that he was universally 
hated, well that was just fine and dandy with 
our Deputy Head. 
The tales of those who had foolishly crossed 
him in some way were (and very likely still 
are) legendary. I don't propose to relate a 
whole pile of instances here, but I guess I'll 
just tell you that he'd been christened with the 
nickname 'Slappy,' for good reason. He kept 
an old battered training shoe, size nine or so, in 

the locked drawer of his desk, its tread long 
since worn smooth by the frequent visits it had 
paid to the smarting backsides of those who 

had somehow transgressed the Law According 
To Mr "Slappy"-By-God-Parris .... 

In my mind's eye, I had often imagined a 

whole series of tenets each engraved upon a 
tablet of stone, hewn from the very face of 
Mount Sinai. These Commandments would be 
stacked neatly at the very back of the store 
cupboard in Mr Harris 's classroom and would 
include anything and everything from; Thou 
shalt never deface the cover of one's precious 
exercise book, and Thou shalt refrain from 
walking faster than a snail with a buggered 
hamstring along the corridors, to Thou shalt 
never raise one's voice above the merest 
fragment of a whisper when class is in session, 
and Thou shalt never utter words of damned 
cheek and impertinence when ordered to play 
rugby in ones underpants in the ball-chilling 
depths of mid-winter, just because ones forgot 
ones sports shorts ... 
Back in those dark days of cruel, sadistic 

torture, oops, sorry, I do of course mean life­
shaping, discipline-instilling · corporal 

punishment, the infliction of physical pain 
upon the pupils of Church Drive was regarded 
as being something of an 'occupational 

hazard.' You never actually got used to it, you 
understand, but you did sort of expect to spend 
at least two or three school nights a month 

watching 'DR WHO ' or THE GOODIES, ' 
soothing your butt cheeks on a chair piled high 

with the very comfiest of your mum's 
cushions. 
No wonder then that even the cheekiest of the 
school hard-knocks strove to keep a low 
profile when in his presence. 
And yet here was I, confidently assuring my 

friends that I was fully intending to seek a 

confrontation with 'Slappy,' by virtue of 
refusing point blank to participate in one of the 
most important dates in the school calendar. 

Little wonder then that everyone I revealed my 
plan to regarded me with a mixture of outright 
scepticism and dark foreboding. Mikey 

Cartwright had likely voiced the general 



consensus of opinion when he'd exclaimed, 
'God, Slappy's gonna end up shooting yer with 
that bleedin startin' pistol of his!' 
The words had hung in the still October air, 
and I remember my circle of friends suddenly 
bowed their heads sorrowfully, as though they 
were standing at the graveside of an old and 
trusted companion ... Which doubtless, in their 
mind's eye, they kind of were. 
I'd be lying if I said I wasn't scared at this 
point. The truth was, my insides had been 
crawling with insects too squirmy to be 
butterflies. Nevertheless, I was determined to 
prove to them that I was not going to back 
down, that I had succeeded in adopting at least, 
the bestial, untamed attitude of a modern-day 
Werewolf, but how to go about it? 
The answer presented itself just as the chimes 
of the school bell signalled the end of first 
break. We began shuffling unenthusiastically 
towards the slope that led -up to the row -of 
classrooms, and it was as we were passing the 
grassy bank that formed three sides of the 
sunken playground, that I noticed there was a 
dead pigeon lying amidst a pile of soggy 
autumn leaves. 
Acting on some crazy impulse, I suddenly 
turned and raced back down the slope and 
scrambled up the bank, the smell of wet earth 
and mouldy leaves filling my nostrils. I only 
paused to glance over my shoulder when I'd 
reached the pigeon's carcass, and smiled to 
myself at the sight of the shocked faces of my 
friends, who'd stood frozen, their mouths open 
in a series of comical O's. 
I bent down to study the dead bird and could 
see straight away that it had met its end fairly 
recently. It was stone cold, but it didn't smell 
too bad, and judging from the fact that there 
was a great gaping hole in its side, through 
which I glimpsed glistening red innards and 
tiny slivers of bone, it was clear the pigeon had 
met its end at the hands, or rather claws, of a 
predator, most likely a cat. 
To this day, I have no firm idea of the 
motivation behind what I did next. The only 
'explanation' of sorts that I've been able to 
come up with is that I was 'inspired' by the 
vague recollection of a publicity still from 
'CURSE OF THE WEREWOLF. ' It featured 

the lyncanthrope as a less-than-innocent child, 
a dead squirrel in his hands, blood smeared on 
his pointed, too-sharp teeth ... 
Did I, by some perverse sense of logic, 

imagine that I could transform myself into a 
Werewolf simply by cowing down on a half­
eaten pigeon .... Er, yes, thinking about it now, 
that's quite likely, actually. 
And so, as loony-toons as it may sound, and 
with roughly half of my class now stood 

watching from the top of the slope, I picked up 
the weightless bundle of feathers, raised them 
to my mouth, and with only a moments 
hesitation, bit deep into the already gaping 
wound. 
How I kept from puking straight away will 
always remain a mystery to me. Even though 
this incident took place twenty-odd years ago, 
(two whole decades before I became a pretty 
strict vegetarian), I can still remember the 
awful taste of those slimy, jelly-cold pigeon 
guts on my tongue. How they crunched 
between my teeth as I chewed. How they 
slithered down my throat in one big lump, like 
a nest of tangled worms .... 
I only took the one bite before raising the 
carcass above my head in a gesture of triumph 
and offering up what I hoped would pass for a 
dead-bird' s-bowels-simply-melt-in-my-mouth 
grin. 
The expressions of surprise on the watching 
crowd, had instantly turned to uniform disgust,. 
and the air was rent with a chorus of 'Oh, 
eeeeeuuuugh 's' that were only silenced when 
Mrs Pierce, the English Language teacher, 
appeared at the school entrance and ordered 
everyone to return to their lessons 
immediately. 
'And will Lee Walker, kindly put that pigeon 
down, get off the bank, and go and wash his 
hands thoroughly, before he dares sets foot in 
my class!!!' she shouted, in a voice that 
beggared no argument. 
I made a great show of reluctantly placing the 
bird back amongst its makeshift grave of fallen 
sycamore leaves, although in truth, I don't 
think I've ever been more relieved to see an 
authority figure arrive to take charge of a 
situation. As my fellow pupils began to drift 
away, some of them shaking their heads in 
disbelief, others, making loud barfing noises, 
only a few of which actually sounded forced, I 
made my way down the bank, and sauntered 
across to the toilets, whistling unconcernedly. 
I'm not at all sure quite how I made it to the 
safety of the loo without puking en route, but 
I'd barely locked the cubicle door behind me 
before I heaved into the lavatory bowl, the 
flood of steaming bile gushing with such force, 
I'd thought my throat would burst. 
I was bent over like that, spewing until there 
was nothing left to sick up, my stomach aching 
like the time Mr Parris had 'accidentally' 
dropped a medicine ball on my belly when we 
were doing sit-up exercises in the school gym, 
for what seemed an impossible length of time. 
When at last I managed to stagger from the 
toilet, sucking furiously on a couple of 
aniseed-flavoured gobstoppers I'd found at the 
bottom of my LIVERPOOL FC satchel, I felt 



so light-headed I 'd seen hundreds of tiny spots, 
dancing like black dust motes before my eyes. 
No one said anything when I set foot in the 
classroom. Not even Mrs Pierce. She merely 
bore me a disdainful glance from over the top 
of her horn-rimmed glasses, sniffed loudly, 
and with a sharp nod of her head, indicated 
that I should sit down and get on with my 
work. 
I was only too happy to at least pretend to 
comply. As I took my seat next to Ian 
Crossley, who didn't even look up from the 
essay he was preparing on the condensed 
version of 'MOBY DICK, ' I was filled with the 
sure and certain knowledge that I had 
succeeded in proving a point: That I would 
openly defy the accepted order of things. That 
I would openly rebel against the norm. Even if 
that meant the inevitable, direct confrontation 
with Mr Parris: 'The Demon Bottom-Slapper 
Of Church Drive . . .  ' 

* * * *  

The minute our class filed onto the sports field 
that chilly, sunbright afternoon, it was clear 
we'd have a record crowd for The Games, this 
year. 
'Bleedin' hell, it looks like half of 
Merseyside's turned up,' Ian muttered under 
his breath, and even the normally impassive 
Dale Scott, (a tall, rangy lad who, during a 
school trip, had famously dismissed the 
ancient Roman remains at Chester, as being 
nothing more than 'a crumbling pile of owld 
bricks'), gave out a low whistle of admiration. 
Ordinarily, you could expect at best, a hundred 
or so supporters to be stood behind the lines of 
rope that bordered the racetrack, and indeed, 
there had been occasions when the amount of 
competitors far outweighed the number of 
spectators. On this occasion however, groups 
of 'fans' were standing in rows twenty or so 
deep, all around the track. So, even by the 
most conservative of estimates, there must 
have been somewhere in the region of 500 

people present at Pool Bank, that day. 
Later, teachers and pupils alike would 
speculate on the reasons for this uncommonly 
large turn-out, and most would conclude that it 
was due to the combination of fme weather 
and the fact so many other planned events had 
been cancelled during the summer-that-never­
was. 
There was perhaps one other factor, too. 
Something I neglected to mention earlier: All 
of the competitors, myself included, were not 
just running for themselves, but were supposed 
to be representing four separate teams or 
houses, namely; Eaton, Lever, Walker and 
Nairn. 

At each of the previous four Sports Days, 
Eaton, the House to which I belonged, had 
emerged victorious, and as never in the 
school's history had any team succeeded in 
winning The Title five years on the trot, so the 
level of interest in the 197 5 Games was greatly 
increased. 
For once, the assembled adults had not simply 
gathered to support their own prepubescent 
sons and daughters in some ultimately 
meaningless race. Instead, as one-time pupils 
of the school, they'd come to cheer or hurl 
insults (depending on their allegiance) at the 
members of the Eaton team, collectively 
itching, though they'd never admit as much to 
an outsider, to see if the record would remain 
intact or be well and truly broken. 
We each had to report to the large tent that 
dominated the field to collect our house bibs 
(Eaton 's were coloured a decidedly sickly 
shade of yellow) along with our timetable of 
events. 
The Wheelbarrow Race wasn't scheduled to 
start until 3 :30pm, so there was nothing for it 
but to hang around and pretend to take an 
interest in the Games. I went and stood with 
my friends near to the finishing line, and 
watched as Eaton made a more than promising 
start. They won the Egg & Spoon Race, The 
Sack Race and the er, Running Really Quite 
Fast Race, with ease, and came a creditable 
second in the Three-Legged Event. The 
excitement was building with each positive 
result for Eaton, and by the time The Crab 
Football Race was about to get underway, it 
was clear that only a calamitous loss of form in 
the last three events could conspire to rob our 
house of total victory. 
And so it was that I found myself lustily 
screaming my encouragement during the races 
immediately prior to my planned non­
appearance in that blasted Wheelbarrow 
competition. The thought of my being solely 
responsible for the team's failure to retain the 
Title, was not a pleasant one. 
And, when our closest rivals Lever, almost 
drew level by virtue of winning the next 
couple of events, I have to admit I began to 
harbour serious misgivings concerning my 
refusal to take part. 
Especially seeing as how, amidst the uproar 
that greeted the Lever teams most recent 
successes, I'd caught sight of my mum 
engaged in animated conversation with Stevie 
Gee's parents near the front of the crowd 
Yeah, looking •back now, I honestly think 
things would have turned out a whole lot 
differently if it hadn't have been for a chance 
snidey remark courtesy of Wayne Williams, 
the obligatory class creep. 



'Well, There you go,' he grinned, the slimy grin of a 
politician out canvassing for votes. 'I told yer Lee 
was gonna bottle it when it came right down to it, 
didn't I?' 
There was a general murmur of agreement from 
amongst those standing within earshot, and even 
Stevie Gee began to look hopeful that I'd had a 
change of heart as we were ushered towards the 
starting line by Mr Ewans, the PE teacher. 
'Come along now, boys.' He ordered the 
competitors. 'Time to show this crowd what you 
can do.' 
'Yeah, go for it, Lee!' Wayne 'Creepozoid' 
Williams sniggered, tipping me as wink as I passed 
him by. 'Hope scoffing that dead pigeon doesn't  
slow you down too much!!!' 
And that was all it had taken to strengthen my 
weakening resolve. 
My body shuddered with a spasm of near­
uncontrollable anger, the world swayed slightly out 
of focus and from then on, an air of unreality had 
washed over me. Everything seemed to occur in a 
series of vivid dream-like sequences, the memory of 
which has remained imprinted on my mind ever 
since: 
The eight competitors traipse up to the Starting 
Blocks, the tense expressions eerily reminiscent of 
the ranks of British soldiers I'd once seen in an old 
grainy photograph, their faces etched with grim 
detrmination as they marched towards the Front 
and the horror of the trenches. 
When they reach their allotted 100 metre lanes, Mr 
Parris, imposing even in a tweed cap and skin-tight 
Adidas track suit, relates the rules and orders 
everyone to get into position. The excited babble of 
the crowd increases in intensity. I catch sight of my 
mum again who waves enthusiastically, and gives a 
thumbs up for good luck. 1 offer up a half-hearted 
smile in response. The respective teams adopt their 
'wheelbarrow' stance, and Stevie Gee drops to the 
ground, the fingers of his hands splayed on the soft, 
green earth. He cocks one leg, like a dog about to 
take a pee, and glances over his shoulder to see why 
it is I haven't grabbed hold of the proffered 
'handle.' 
He opens his mouth to speak, but at that moment, 
Mr Parris raises his air pistol, points it skywards 
and shouts; 'On your marks! Get Set! 'Wait for it! 
Wait for it! GO!!!' 
The curiously flat sounding gunshot is all but lost 
amidst the wild cheering of the spectators as the 
three other teams go hell for leather towards the 
Finish Line. 
But I only stand there. Rooted to the spot. As 
stubbornly immobile as the metal climbing frame in 
the school playground. The race reaches its 
conclusion, and the winners are mobbed by 
delighted supporters, but after a minute or so of 
celebration, the cheering becomes more sporadic, 
then gradually fades to a stunned silence. And for a 
while, everything seems to stand still. No one says 
or does anything and I swear it's so quiet, I can 
hear the fallen leaves blowing along Pool Bank 
Road, their dry crackling, the sound of a dead and 
mirthless laughter. 
1 find myself staring into the middle distance, 
curiously detached from the 'The Main Event. ' 

A plane drones drowsily overhead. A magpie struts 
along the path that leads to the entrance gate. And 
in one of the allotments at the edge of the field, a 
man in a baseball cap stands lighting a bonfire, the 
thin wisps of woodsmoke, spiralling into a sky so 
cloudless, it's a convincing deception of June's soft 
blue. 
Predictably, it's Mr Parris who shatters this 
caught-breath-silence. He bellows with rage as he 
stomps towards me. 
' What the hell do you think you 're playing at, boy?' 
he screams into my face; a hurricane wind 
whooshing through a half-closed window. 
But incredibly, I am unfazed by his anger. Unafraid 
of retribution. For once, his words carry all the 
weight of ash-flakes, like the ones drifting across 
from Mr Baseball Cap 's bonfire, and the teacher's 
expression of stunned disbelief at my refusal to 
begin quaking in my 'Billy No-Make' trainers, is 
something that will live with me if I live to be a 
hundred. 
And when I curl my lip and actually snarl at him (a 
not half-bad attempt at a Lon Chaney Jr/Oliver 
Reed Werewolf impression), the Great And Terrible 
Mr Parris backs away from me. Okay, so the 
movement is so brief it's likely few of the onlookers 
present even notice, but the fact remains, l see it. 
And in the space of the two or three seconds it takes 
for the teacher to regain his composure, I see 
something else. 
I see him as he really is. 
A lonely, embittered old man in a cloth cap and a 
faded blue tracksuit, who has maybe another couple 
of years, tops, before involuntary retirement, the 
prospect of which fills him with the deepest, darkest 
dread. 
I know, even as a child, I KNOW nothing that Mr 
Parris can do or say, now or in the future, can ever 
serve to terrify me the way it had during my 
previous three years at Church Drive. His power 
over me had always been inspired by the fact that he 
had appeared to be some sort of inhuman, 
indestructible monster, as all-seeing, all-knowing as 
The Wicked Witch Of The West or the Greek Gods 
in 'JASON AND THE ARGONA UTS. ' 
To find he was every bit as insecure, fallible and 
yes, downright SCARED as the rest of us, was a 
shock that was right up there with being told Santa 
Claus didn't exist and that Bill Shankly had decided 
to call it a day as manager of Liverpool FC. but it 
certainly doesn't take me long to exploit the 
discovery. 
I snarl once more, then turn and run away from the 
race tracks, away from the crowds, away from Mr 
Parris, not because I am afraid, but because I 'm 
filled with a wild exultation, the giddying excitement 
that comes from openly defying convention and the 
accepted order of things. I run to the outer limits of 
the field, leap across the entrance gate, almost 
sending a couple of startled programme sellers 

flying as I do so, and scramble up one of the ancient 
oak trees that line Pool Bank. 
Once I've secured a decent spec, roughly three­
quarters of the way from the toppermost branch, I 
turn to look back at the scene from the sports field. 
Most everyone is standing around in obvious 
confusion, including Mr Parris. But several people, 



my schoolmates among them, begin walking over 
towards me, some of them laughing, others 
including Stevie Gee, more than a little angry, (it 
turned out that 'EA TON' had managed to retain the 
trophy, but only because the result of The 
Wheelbarrow Race, won by 'LEVER, ' was declared 
to be invalid, due entirely to my shenanigans). 
Some of my friends try to encourage me to climb 
down and 'face the music, ' but I refuse to budge, 
even when my mum comes across and tries to order 
me out of the tree to no avail. 'Right, just wait till 
you get home!!!' she warns as she trudges o.ffwith a 
couple of other, equally disapproving mothers. 
And I stay put, snarling and growling at a school 
prefect who attempts to climb the tree so that he 
backs off, shaking his head and muttering, 'Oh, 
friggin' hell, leave him up there. He's off his 
bleed in' trolley!!!' 
Neither Mr Parris nor any of the other teachers 
comes near, but a bunch of giggling girls saunter 
by, Jackie Morley, she of the Incredibly Expanding 
Gazangas fame, amongst them. She stares up at me, 
her eyes filled with a sense of pre-teenage wonder 
at my 'heroics. ' And when she suddenly cracks a 
smile for my benefit, it's like seeing the sunrise after 
a cold, dark stormy night. 
The brilliance of it warms me, long after the crowds 
have drifted away, and the chill of early twilight 
finds me alone, teetering on the brink of a perverse 
sort of 'greatness. ' 
Oh, I 'm more than aware, that just up the road a­
ways, lies the path to Inevitable Punishment, and 
that when I reach that destination, I'll likely be 
chewed up and spat out like a stick of gum that's 
lost it's flavour. 
But for the briefest of moments, I know something of 
how it must feel to be a true Anti-Hero: Robin 
Hood. Zorro. Count Dracula. The Incredible Hulk. 
The Frankenstein Monster. THE WEREWOLF. 
And / find that I don't regret a single action, even at 
the dog-end of this seemingly endless day. 
By the time I finally climb down from my perch, and 
begin the long walk home, the sun has already 
slipped around the tops of the trees, scattering 
claw-like shadows across the pavement. 
And it seems the whole world is bathed in the red­
gold glow of October. 

L.ee Walker 
New Jerry, }Vlerseyside 
Jebruary, 2001 

STOP PRESS!!!  
Thg Ptg-Jutt3�ic �tick fn�gcf 

A giant stick insect that evolved before the days of 
the Dinosuars and was thought to have been extinct 
for the past 80 years has been found off Australia. 
Scientists have gone on record as stating that the 
six-inch Drycocelus Australis closely resembles a 

walking sausage, and is the rarest species of stick 
insect in the world. Living proof, if it were required, 
that there still remain creatures on this planet that 
are either assumed to be extinct or are said never to 
have existed at all. 13th February, 2001 Australia 
'LIVERPOOL ECHO 

More Weird Human 
Behaviour And 
Cosmic Jokes 

A priest named Manuel Hidalgo, spent a total of 
three holJrS attempting to convince a man not to 
commit suicide by leaping from the ledge of an 
apartment in Ecuador. 
He was getting on pretty well and would likely have 
been successful in his efforts if he hadn't have 
slipped himself, and fallen seven storeys to his 
death. 
2nd December, 2000 Ecuador, South America 
'NEWS OF THE WORLD' 

* * *  Jimmy Zambo, the former Hungarian rock star, 
dubbed 'The King,' in his native country ( ooh, how 
original!) managed to shoot himself dead after 
taking a series of pot shots at a rooster that had the 
temerity to disturb his sleep. 
Jimmy, 42, fired the pistol at his head to prove to 
his wife that thought he had no more bullets. 
Thousands of heartbroken fans gathered for his 
funeral in Budapest. 
14th January, 200 1 Budapest, Hungary 'NEWS 
OF THE WORLD' 
* * *  In Maiduguri, northern Nigeria, thousands of 
rampaging Muslims torched scores of hotels and 
bars in a totally over-the-top reaction to the recent 
(admittedly impressive) lunar eclipse. 
The religious fanatics blamed the astronomical 
phenomenon on the sins of the 'ungodly', although 
quite what the problem was with such a beautiful 
sight in the night sky, is beyond this writer. 
Paramilitary police fought gangs of Muslim youths 
in the streets of the largely Islamic city for several 
hours. 
Local residents reported that at least40 hotels or 
drinking places were set alight. 
'The immoral acts committed in these places are 
responsible for this eclipse, ' police quoted a youth 
leader as saying. 
1oTH January, 2001 Maiduguri, Northern Nigeria 
'ASSOCIATED PRESS' 

* * *  Meanwhile, in Romania, loan Mihaica, aged 
32, was arrested at his local pub after he decapitated 
his mother Jenica's head from its shoulders and 
stuck it in a stewing pot. 
And the reason for this less than sociable 
behaviour? 
She had the bare-faced cheek to snatch away his 
glassof brandy after nagging him to cease his 
incesasant drinking. 
1 th November, 2000 Romania 'THE DAILY 
MANC' 
* * *  A three-year-old by the name of Mohammad 
Asadi sadly passed away as the result of a heart 
attack brought on by the incessant wailing of his 
relatives at his grandfather's  funeral. 
9THJanuary, 2001 Teheran, Iran 'ASSOCIATED 
PRESS' 
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TMt! Tt!RROI 01' TMt! 
HAWOlWO OOll 

The following account was first featured in the very 
exceJJenJ parmwrnull publicaJion; 'THE ANOMALIST. ' 
A Mr T. Petitr Park penned the piece. I hope he'Uforgive 
me in the btterests of mutual futheriUice, for borrowing 
he� from his authorship. If not, then er/pes, I guess I'U 
have to pack up and head for the nearest avallllble hills. I 
certahlly couldn 't afford a lawsuit. Here's counting on you, 
T. 

About years or so ago, a good friend of Mr who 
hailed from Norfolk, Virginia, USA, claimed his home was 
haunted by an "evil presence." 
Whilst paying a visit to that exad same house, in 1990, 1\ofr 
Park witnessed this 'presence' at first_ hand. His friend, 
who has, it seems requested anonymity, had lived at the 
address for over 1� years, although at the time or this 
account they had just sold lt. 
The whole thing began when the witness was engaged in 
clearing out the attic or his former home that had been 
bunt In 1899. He came across a hole In the Doorboards that 
appeared for all the world as thou2h it had been burned 
around the edges. It had obviously been chipped (as 
opposed to being cut neatly with a saw, say) perhaps with a 
chisel or a knife. He had recently hired a couple or cleaners 
to assist him In knocking the house into shape, and the two 
women who be had employed, were plainly itching to Dnd 
out what, if anything, was In the bole and elected to seek to 
explore it with their bare hands as well as with long poles 
with books attached to them. 
Approximately four feet to one side of the opening, they 
came across an object all but bidden under the 
ftoorboards .... 
Feverish with excitement, they dragged out what proved to 

be a very old doll wearing a ftlthy, rotting 19th century 
dress and apron. The doH was a representation of an 
Arrtcan-Amerlcan girl. The writer's friend was struck by 
how creepy the thing looked, although none or those 
present were able to put their finger on precisely what it 
was about the doll that was unsettling ••• 
It was an indefinable something. 
And I think I know how they must have felt. 
Dolls are right up there at the top of the Scary Charts 
along with those other supposedly innocent, 
meant-to-be-funny things like mime artists and circus 
clowns. 
At least in this writer's opinion. 

There's an old curiosity shop opposite Bebington Station, 
on the very edge of New Ferry, that specialises in Victorian 
era bric-a-brac, most dominant amongst them are a vast 
display of china doHs, an rogue cheeks, and painted lips, 
and blank, staring eyes ••• Dead eyes that nonetheless seem 
to gaze out at you from the other side of the grimy glass, 
wttb a dull, stupid malevolence. I used to be plagued by a 
terrible recurring dream, not so long back. 
It would start with me being awoken In the middle of the 
night by the sound of something scratching at my window. 
I'd raise my head from the pillow and Immediately wish I 
hadn't. From the darkness, staring in at me, is an army of 

moon-white porcelain faces, too-red lips parted in a grin, 
eyes rolling in their sockets, the source of the scratching; 
the scalpel blades they clutch in waxy hands • • • •  
But to get back to Mr Park's account. 
As the party stood around looking at the doll, one or the 
girls decided, rooUshly, to initiate a game or tossing the doH 
to one another. The other girl succeeded In utcblng it, but 
immediately afterwards screamed In pain and threw it to 
the Door. She claimed that she had felt something akin to 
an electric shock when she touched the doll. 
Mr Park's friend, somewhat sceptically, picked it up and 
placed it on an old chest in an upright sitting position. 
Despite bls refusal to belleve that lt could possibly 
physically harm anyone, the mere sight of lt chllled him to 
the bone, and he really dldn 't like the feel or tt In his hands, 
either. 
The two girls walked back down the attic steps, whilst his 
friend closed and locked up the house. The girls headed off 
home whilst Mr Park's friend returned to his new home. 
The doH was left alone in that otherwise empty house all 
night. 
Early the next morning, at about 8am, the witness met up 
with the cleaning girls and they all went up to the attic 
together. AB three of them were shocked to discover that 
the doH bad been hung up by Its neck so that lt swung from 
the raners. No one had been In the house all night., and 
even if someone had broken in, why would any burglar 
pass on the opportunity to steal any items whatsoever, but 
take the time and trouble to hang a mere doll, no matter 
how creepy-lookin& it may be? 
When the witness used to live In the house with his wife, 
they learned from a very elderly neighbour of a tragedy 
that bad happened there. When she was very young, the 
neighbour bad taken piano lessons at the house, and she 
found out that the then occupants had given birth to a 
retarded daughter (sometime between 1910-1920). The 
heartless couple bad locked their llttle girl away in the attic 
like a dirty secret and overcome with shame, the little ifrl 
had hung herself from the very same rafters as that 
African-American doH. 
Mr Park's friends bad an associate who claimed to be 
psychic, and he apparently warned them many times that 
there was an entity in the house, "something very 
sorrowful and unfulfilled," and that he could feel its 
presence throughout the building, though lt was at Its 
strongest In the attic. 
After finding the doll banging that morning, it was taken to 
another local psychic, a female on this occasion, and when 
she took it out of the bag it had been transported In, she 
promptly screamed and threw It to the Door. She said that 
she wanted nothing to do with it, that it was Evil beyond 
belief, and that she feH, when she laid her bands on it, as 
though she were being suffocated. There was also an 
intense pain in her neck, as though she were being choked 
or hanged. She told Mr Park's friend to get rid of the doD, 
to burn lt even, as quickly as possible. She beleived that 
there was an Incredibly unhappy splrlt desperate for 
release contained within, and that this was the only way to 
set it free. 



A sec:ond opinion was sought from another psychic. This 
one was less fearful but she too confirmed that there was a 
"strong entity" associated with the doll. 
He offered to take the doll and place it In his collection of 
other strange objects upon which he would perform 
psychometry. 
About a month or so down the line, this second foolishly 
brave psychic was found dead in his apartment from an 
apparent heart attack. A neighbour who discovered bis 
body said that the psychic had died clutching the doll to his 
chest. 
Mr Park's friend has a theory that the story behind the 
Evil doH has its origins in the supposition that the former 
master of his old house bad impregnated a young live-in 
Black girl. She later died In childbirth, but though the baby 
girl survived,the Issue from such a union proved to be so 
embarrassing to the famUy, that she was locked away, out 
or sight In the attic. Several years later, bored to 
distraction one day, the young girl hid her only companion, 
a doll, in a hole she had chiselled in the attic floorboards. 
And then, having weighed up her options, decided she had 
none ••• Not in this world, at least. 
She hung herself, just like the first of the psycbics had 
stated. 
Somehow, her vengeful splrlt attatched Itself to that 
damned doll, and haunted the place from that day on. The 
removal of the doH e.xoricsed the house, but the entity itself 
could not be so easily laid to rest, and the doll/spirit 
brought bad luck to everyone who had the misfortune to 
touch it. 
Something decidedly 'babuman (in the truest sense of the 
word) hung that doH from the rafters to clearly signal its 
presence. Of that, Mr Park's friend is convinced beyond 
doubting. 
But this isn't quite the end of this account, Dear Constant 
Readers. 
Mr Park himself claims that he himself bad a encounter 
with that same Evll presence, whlle visiting his friend's 
house during the Summer of 1990, just prior to him selling 
the property. We'll let Mr Park take up the story 
'As I was going up the stairs to the second Door, helping 
my friend clear the house of his belongings, I suddenly had 
a mental image of a girl hanging by her neck in the 
building, for no reaaon that I could discern. I did not know 
about the story of the doH at the time, and said nothing 
then about the vision. 
• A couple of days later, on another visit to the house, my 
friend told me about the doll which be and the two cleaning 
maids had found a couple of weeks earlier. Either I had 
been mentally "touched" by the spirit trapped inside the 
doll, or else I h2d somehow picked up the image from my 
friend's mind as we were both visiting the house where 
he'd found the don. 
'There truly does seem to be present in certain old, 
supposedly inanimate objects "atraceofsomedlm essence, 
more than form or weight, of a tenuous aether, 
Indeterminate, " as H.P. Lovecraft once wrote. ' 
Ocotber, 2000 Norfollc, Virgbaia, USA 'THEANOMALIST 

Prison Inmates Call 
For The Exorcist 

It reads like the plot or some potentially straight-to-video 
horror movie, but prisoners at a San Jose county jail were 
so terrified by a series of seances with a makeshift Oulja 
Board, that officials felt they had little choice but to call in 
a priest to 'cast out Demons.' 
'The prisoners adllally belelved that they were possessed by 
The Devil, ' Bryan Peretti, spokesman for the Santsa Clara 
County jail system, told reporters. 

The problems began in the early Summer of this year. 
29 male Inmates at the main county jail in San Jose, were 
segregated from the rest of their feUow inmates because of 
their amHation with various Latino gangs right across 
southern CaHfomla. 
The jail had no qualms about handing out such 
innocent-seeming board games as 'MONOPOLY' and 
'SCRABBLE, ' for the prisoner's recreation periods, but 
they were about to regret their 2enerosity • . •  
'On the back of a 'SCRABBLE' board, ' Peretti later said, 
'they crealed the moon IUUl the sun IUUl the Idlers -oll the 
components of a OuijaBoard 
Then, apiece ofctJTdboardfrom a lunch box was was made 
bato an trullcaJor device and the prisoners began glllhertng 
in groups after lights out, speiJJIJg out words and pointing 
to answers to questions. 
'They said that they caJJed the spirit of a woman who died, 

mul they aslced her /tow she died, an she said "I was 
murdered. " Then they aslced /tow were you murdered, and 
tlteindicatormovt!dtotheword "l��VeStigate. " 

The prisoners, all of whom were in their twenties, were 
seriously 'spooked' by these events. Things got to bad, they 
felt they bad little option but to turn to their guards for 
help. 
'The)' reported that they had summoned up some spirits, but 
that they had called up the wrong kinds. "We are feeUng 
possessed and scared andnen,ous, "they said 
One man seemed to tiJlJc In a weird, deep voice, while tiJe 
others actedequallystl'tutgely. 

'TIIey were olwloluly afraid, reclusive tutd just phlill 
nrange 
'The Inmates' behtllt/our was even more unusual 
considering they were not mental patients or ''jirst timers " 
UIUICCUStomed to jail 
'The sopiJJstlcllted innultes generally don 't show fear. Fear 
Is a weakness in plllces like this. 
'Tile prisoners complabud so muclt about being possessed 
that four were eventually removed from tile dorm. A 
Catholk print arrived tutd bleued the 29 pmonen. Tile 
priest also sprinkled Holy Wlller on both the Inmates and 
their bunks. 
'The jail has an obUgation to talce the prisoners ' concerns 
seriously. 



'It became a security problem. If someone was going to hurt 
themselves or attack somebody else, as tills "Spirit" has 
apparently ordered them to do, we need to act on something 
llke thaJ. 
'Fortunately, the priest's visit seemed to calm the situation 
somewhat. 
'They're now doing jlne, and they mentioned that they've 
been able to sleep through the night. They don 't feel as 
nervous, and they've vowed never to play with the Ouija 
Board ever again. 
The Reverend Andrew Skotnicki, a priest who counsels 

prisoners in Santa Clara jails, later stated that it was bls 
belief that people may well have their own personal 
reasons for thinking that they are possessed. 
'In normal pastoral situations, ojlentimes, it's a guy who is 
m•erwhelmed emotloiUllly and is facing guilt about things 
he's done, he said, before adding, 'I'm not saying Demo11 
possession is impossible. It's part of our tradllion. But the 
actual cases of it happening are tltanlc.fully rill'e. 
I do not recommend the use ofthe Oulja Board, however. 
'We understand that If there Is a power of Good In thtf 
world, there is also a power of EviL One would be most 

foolish to openly seek or court or invite that power Into 
their lives. , 
1st September, 2000 San Jose, CtJIJfomill, USA. 'A.PB 
NEWS' 

Adrift On The 
Ocean Of Night 

The Magic Of Witchcraft Blamed 
On LSD Abuse 

According to the makers of a Channel Four documentary, 
screened on August 7th, · this year, the catalyst for the 
advent of The Great Witch Hunts; 'Tbe Burning Times' 
that took medieval Europe by storm, was not sparked by 
anything remotely supernatural. Instead, the blame can be 
squarely laid upon the hallucinogenic drug that would, 300 
years later, come to symbolise the cultural revolution of the 
late 1960's • • •  LSD. 
People suffering from a 'bad acid trip,' brought on by 
eating rye contaminated with the fungus from which LSD 
is derived, may have believed they were Imbued with 
magical powers, including the ability to fty. 
The drug itself wasn't 'discovered' until the 1950's, by 
Swiss chemist Albert Hotrman, who experimented with on 
the ergot fungus which grows on the staple grain crop rye. 
It was so powerful, that HofJman fell prey to a bout of 
hallucinations aner he absorbed a small amount of ergot 
through his fingertips. He later synthesised LSD from the 
fungus. 
At the height of the 60's, the ftower children, peaceniks, 
hippies, call them what you will, eagerly consumed the 
drug In the belief that it could 'expand one's perception of 
llfe, the universe and everything.' 
Ergot developed on rye crops grown in warm, humid 
conditions. In the 1670's, a French doctor discovered ergot 
poisoning and noted that lt could trigger vivid 
hallucinations. Prior to this, the cause might not have been 
known, but the symptoms were common. 
The earliest known ergot victim is Grauballe Man, a 
preserved body found in a Danish bog in 1952, whose 
remains date back to 2100BC. 
IDs stomach contents contained traces of ergot, and the 
awful nature of his death - his throat bad been cut from ear 
to ear and his skull cracked, suggesting that he may have 
been killed after convulsions and hallucinations that bls 

primitive tribe put down to him being possessed or 

bewitched. 
During the Middle Ages, this early form of LSD poisoning 
defied all normal symptoms of illness. It did not appear to 
be Infectious and, conversely, some vtcUms bad been 1n 
isolation yet still succumbed to it. 
Because no one back then understood that these terrifying 
symptoms were being caused by eating a poisonous fungus, 
other, more outlandish causes had to be found for the 
malady. 
And Witchcraft was chief amongst them. 
One of the most infamous of Witch Trials took place in 
Salem, Massachusetts, in 1692. 
The question most frequently asked by historians, is why, 
after 47 years of relative sanity prevailing (there hadn't 
been a mass persecution since 1645) did the majority of tbe 
colony's population turn against Its womenfolk? 
Llnnda Caporael, professor of behavioural sciences at the 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute in New York, believes 
ergot poisoning may provide the answer. 
'The Sa/em Witch Trials took plllce after two young girls, 
E/izllbeth Plll7'b QIU/Abigail WJliJams started exhibitJng 
b/z,arre behtn:wur in JlliUUII')', 1691: screaming, 
convulsions and trance-IJ/ce states. 
'Then, several other villagers began behaving slmillll'ly. 
After E/Jzilbeth and Ablgall accused three women of 
bewitching them, the floodgates opened. In this fetll'fu� 
Puritan society, neighbour ilCCIISed neighbour. Even 
Rebecca Nurse, a deaf grandmother, was thrown in jail, 
along with Dorcas Good, a four-year-old gir� and left 
chained to the waU In total darlcness. 
'There were 200 accusations, with 19 people hanged as 
Witches and a further jlve dying In prison. 
'The traditional explanaJion is that mass hysteria gripped 
the village. But after looking at all the transcripts availllble 
from the trlllls, I beUeve ergot is to blame. 
'Tile optimum conditions for ergot growth are warm, rainy 
co11ditions ill marshy ground. 1691 had a warm, wet spring 
and a stormy wet summer (hey, sounds famlliar - Weather 

Conscious Ed) Rye grown then would have been eaten by 
theglrls ln early 1691. 
'I also found that many symptoms described in Salem were 
similar to the LSD experiences I had seen amo11gst my peers 
when I was a studeiJt in San Francisco. 
'Then I clleclced my findings agaimt the most recent known 
outbreak of ergot poisoning, in the French vilJtJge of Pont 
St Esprit, Provwce - dubbed 'The Vlllllge OfMadiJess' - 111 
August, 1951. 
'Victims had to be tied to their beds for both their, tllld 
other's safety. Even so� a demented 11-year-old boy tried to 
strangle Ills mother. Two ltutulred people beCIUIIe lll, there 
were 32 cases of insanity and four deaths. ' 
'The doctor, Jean Vleu, managed to trace the poisoning 
back to a batch of bread from the baker, who had been sold 
contllmbulted rye by an unscrupulous miller. When samples 
were tested, it was found to contllln ergot poisons. 
'Because it took plllce in the 20tlt century, Witchcraft was 
not suspeded. 
'But had this taken place a few centuries earlier it very 

easily could have been. 
Another researcher, Mary Matosslan, who Is based at the 
University of Maryland, found that a large proportion of 
the Witchcraft trials In Europe were concentrated in the 
regions where rye was usually grown as a staple. 
Also, they often coincided with those warm wet springs and 
that encourage ergot fungus growth. 
In Britain, Mary discovered that trials were rarely held 
outside Essex and East AngUa -two counties where rye 
was ineed the staple. 



It was during the 1580's that rye became the staple crop in 
East AngHa, at the same time as Robert Throclanorton and 
his five daughters arrived in Warboys. 
When young Jane Throckmorton began throwing ftts her 
rather lntlally suspected epnepsy and sought the opinion or 
a Doctor Barrow. The Dcotor tfuled out epilepsy and 
suggested, instead, that a spell had been cast upon her 
His diagnosis gained some credence when the village misfit, 
Allce Samuel, came to the ramny manor house to work. 
Altce was about 60, described as having the traditionally 
wrinkled face of the crone/Witch, a IWry lip, protruding 
teeth and a squeaky voice. Not the best of combinations, 
I'm sure yyou'D agree. 
When Jane first laid eyes on her, she told her father, that 
Allce looked every inch a Witch, and was very Hkely 
responsible for her Ulness. 
Soon after, Jane's sisters, Mary and Elizabeth, both 
suffered nts. Elizabeth's condition rapidly deteriorated and 
one or her symptoms included hopping on one leg 
continually. 
When the local vicar came to pray with the famlly, all five 
of the sisters went into a series of uncontrollable fits that 
stopped only when the prayers ceased. A family friend, 
Lady CromweU, came to speak to AHce Samuel, but had a 
nightmare In which a cat belonging to Allce ripped oil' her 
skin. 
When Lady CromweD returned home she died suddenly. 
Panic ftlled the Throckmorton house. 
The family lured Allce to the manor house and imprisoned 
her there. When Allce grazed her skin accidentally, 
drawing blood, the girls accused her of allowing Evil spirits 
to feed on her blood and demanded she admit that she was 
a Witch. Allce refused but admitted she had some 'Evil 
ways,' in that she had failed to attend church. 
Her honesty was lost on the girls, who took this admission 
as a proof of her guilt and promptly told the vicar that 
AUce bad confessed. She, her husband John, and daughter, 
Agnes were hauled bewfore the Bishop or Lincoln. Told 
that they would go free if they confessed, they all said they 
were Witches and duly repented. 
or course, the Bishop rene&ed on his promise of freedom, 
and intead they were handed over to Judge Fenner at the 
Huntingdon Assizes, where they were sentenced to death. 
A pamphlet, published at the time, described the 'most 
strange and admirllble discovet'ie of the Tltree Witches of 
Warboys .. .for the bewitching ofthe ftvedllughters ofRobert 
Throclanorton Esq ... with sUIUlrle Dlve/Jbh and grievous 
tonnents. .• the like hath not been hetll'd of in this age. ' 
The very next morning after the publication of this 
pamphlet, aU three were hanged - a testament to hysteria, 
lies, prejudice and Ignorance. And, If the modern-day 
scientists are correct In their theorising, you've just been 
reading or how three people were condemened to death for 
unwlttlngly embarking upon a bad acid trip ••• 
lstSeptember, 2000 General 'THEDAILYMAIL '  

Witchcraft Blamed For 
Spells Off Work 

Well, as excuses go, this certainly beats the heck out of the 
tired old classics; 'the bus broke down,' 'I got caught in a 
tramc jam' or 'My alarm clock didn't go otT.' 
Flrst, a South African education omclal named Fattb Gasa, 
who Is responsible for 2.6 million pupils In KwaZulu-Natal, 
was refusing to go to his place of work, because her 
predecessor placed a curse upon her omce. 
1 7th October, 2000 Kwa.Zulu-Natlll, South Africa 'THE 
DAILY TELEGRAPH' 
* ** And just a month earlier, in Davanagere, lndb, 
around 60 students based at the Moraji Residential School 

at Halavagalu village fell ill, and laid the blame for their 
malady on Bhanantllthl, rural Witchcraft. At least 
according to the vice-president of the School. 
Approximately 40 students were being treated at the 
primary health centre and the remaining were recuperating 
In their homes. Some of the school board claim that they 
found some paraphernalia associated with Bhll1UliiUIIhi, 
like lemons, chillies, coconuts, bangles and JaunJaun in the 
hostel rooms. 

Interestingly enough, a fee resident students said that a 
sadhu, (godman) had paid regular visits to the hosteL 
There are around 245 residential students studying in 
Classes 5 to 9 in the schooL The rumours of BlulluunDJJd 
have given the majority of them a case of the 
heebeejeebees, with the net result that some were even 
planning on changing schools. 
However, the district health omcer, Dr Prasad, was quoted 
as saying; 'The students are lJicely suffering from viral 

fever, IIIUl I Cllll sqfely rule out 1111y Ul-effects due to 

Wllcll.crajl. , 
9tlt September, 2000 Davtuaagere, lndill 'THE TIMES OF 
INDIA. ' 

Sorcery Has Mexico 
In The Grip Of Fear 

It seems bard to believe In this day and age, but according 
to reports In the press, a total of eleven people have been 
ldUed during botched exorcisms across Central Mexico. 
The first tragedy struck during a ceremony involving a 
troubled teenager In Telta, a town located in the tentral 
state of Tlaxcala. Seven people were suffocated, including 
the would-be Exorcist. 
.Just a few days later, four more people were found dead on 
the ftoor of a Witches' chamber in Toluea Valley, not far 
from Mexico City. 
Veronica Velazqulez, 43, was convinced that a spiteful 
neighbour had placed a curse upon her, so to counter the 
spell, she sought out the town's most powerful CUI'fiiUierllS 
and requested a ritual cleansing. Her brother-In-law was 



fascinated by this, and decided to pop along to see the ritual for himself. It proved to be the final session with the 
Gutlerrez sisters of San Bunaventura. 
For the sisters, Blanca and Adriana, the scented smoke from the herbs they tossed onto the glowing embers was as 
essential for the rites as a black fowl or Holy Water. But they apparently miscaldated how air-tight their room was on a 
dose and thundery night, and no one survtved the resultant choking fumes. 
The ponce later attributed the deaths to carbon monoxide poisoning. In both cases the source was a charcoal brazier Ut In 
the middle of a shuttered room. 
In his grief, Veronica's widower is uncertain whether asphyxiation wasn't the doom selected by his late wife's 
unvanquished Demon. 
Before Jon2, it has been su22ested, he is almost inevitably 2oing to seek out the assistance or one or the thousands of 
shamans, seers, healers and Witches who ply their magic in market places right aross Mexico. Unlike the more 'civilised' 
countries of the world, believers are seldom dismissed as cranks, and the supernatural is embraced by both the educated 
and the devout CathoDe alike. 

Edna Hemandez, a cyber surfer, admitted, albeit somewhat sheepishly, to reporters; 'Wltcltes bite your jleslt. Sometimes 
when you gd up in the morning, and you look at your body, you have a marlc. Somethlmes that happens to me. 

'Some of the healer's remedies have become important cultural underpinnings. Using these remedies is a11other way of 
curing yourseiJ'wlthout having to go to the doctor. It is more common In older folies - young people tend to believe in 
science. ' 
Yeah, and a fat lot of good it does them • • • Just look at the beneftts they reap; BSE, nuclear fallout, radiation leaks, Agent 
Orange, poisoned rivers and seas, holes the size of countries tom in the ozone layer, global warming, polluted stretches of 
coastHne, islands rendered uninhabitable by Anthrax, endless unwinnable wars, fast food, moblle phones, Jerry Springer, 
Dale Wiuton, and Jane McDonald grinning with fake sincerity on the TV screen •••• Wbo are we cantng Ignorant and and 
unclvlllsed, again??? 
Almost every market place has at least one healer. One might expect to Ond a contemporary version or Carlo Castaneda's 
wizened shaman, Don Juan, but in town markets pudgy Mestlt.o have stalls filled with such 'emcacious charms' as dirt 
clods taken from crossroads. 
Aztec Witches were notorious in the 16th century for concocting unguents from special plants to fortify or anaesthetise 
their bodies in ways that confounded the Spanish Conquistadors. 
Also for sale are special soaps which promise to help the user 'Dominate :My Man' or 'Shut Up The Voice,' or summon up 
'Seven Macho Men'. These retall for about six pesos each (about 40p), and are a direct Hnk to the ancient A,ztec 
ointments. 
They are also easy enough to unwrap and slip into an unsuspecting victim's soap dish, but most buyers use the suds 
themselves. There also is an all-purpose anti-Witchcraft bar, but the most popular one promotes love. 
Since shape-shifting Mexican Witches are said to be able to appear as vultures, owls, butterrues, whirlwinds, comets or 
Incandescent red balls (a link to the 'balls or Hght' encountered by 'ParaSclelu:e' during their Investigations at the 
Ellesmere Port Boat Museum, one wonders? - see elsewhere in this Issue), identifying them as Witches is more than a tad 
dimcult. But if a market stall has a queue of preoccupied people Idling in front, it could well be run by a Curandero. 
In Catemaco, a lakeside town in Veracruz state, 13 sorcerers have christened(?) themselves with the title 'The 
Brotherhood, 'and even the regional tourist omce extols their powers. 



Dressed like Las V egas croonen in lurid nylon and gold 
chains, they insist they are the guardians of secret rituals. 
Acolytes call them Masters, and local inn owners, reaping a 
bonanza of bookings with so many New Age revivalists and 
tourists nocklng Into town, have grown to respect their 
'Black Magic.' 
But, as we have seen, such beliefs can have tragic 
consequences. After 15-year-old Jose Lopez Vazquez died 
during his attempted exorcism, his mother is 
understandably inconsolable. 
'The only thing we want is to clear up the death of Jose, ' 
Augustina V azquez told the press. 
The ironic thing is, she will likely track down a Witch to 
help uncover the truth and find the answers she seeks. 
20th August, 2000 Mexico City 'THE INDEPENDENT' 

And Yet Another Black 
Magic Ritual Ends In Death 

And so, the trall of death takes us all the way down to 
South America, and Vitoria da Conquisb, Brazil. 
Local police arrested .Joaquim Alves and PriscUa Souza 
Ferreria, a couple accused or killing a sll::-year-old boy in a 
Witchcraft ritual. 
omcers discovered the bound body of Carlos Andre de 
Jesus Barros at the bottom of a wen near the couple's 
home, 500 miles north-east or the capital Rio. 
25th August 2000 Vdorla da Conquls� Brazil 
'llVERPOOL ECHO' 

More Rea 1-Life 
Exorcist Tales 

In the last issue of 'DON,' we carried a feature on the 
Reverend Tom Willis, an 'omcial minister of deliverance' -
that's an Exorcist, to you and me. 
Well, hot on the heels of the revelations that even the 
Cburch of England are taking the possibility of Demonic 
possession seriously, (a hundred years or so after such 
beliefs were, it was assumed, tossed in the bin marked 
'Outmoded Faith') comes news or not just one, but two 
more clergymen coming forward to add credence to the 
Reverend Willis' contentions ••• 
First up is Reverend John Leach, who recounts how be felt 
compelled to act whilst giving a lecture at a church in 
Stoke-on-Trent. 
'Suddenly, during sung worship, a middle-aged woman fell 
to the floor, her body jerking violently. Her face was 
screwed up ln pain and she suJjered physlcal 
numifesttltlons. Green gunge came out of her mouth (how 
very Regan MacNell/Linda Blalr -Eel), hereyesrolledback 
and she spoke in a voice not her own. 
'We took her to a side toom and, for sevoal hours, a group 
of us prayed peRCe to her. She had to be held down while we 
aprlnldedHo!J' Water and anointed her with oiL Eventually, 
she was calmed duwn. She was jUJed with Demons and we 
had been able to drive some of them out. ' 
'Jane,' (she elected, perhaps not surprisingly, to adopt a 
false name) is, the good Reverend believes, living proof 
that people can be invaded by metaphysical entitles. 
Certainly, 'Jane' is convinced that it was the power or God 
that came to her rescue on that fateful night. 
The secretive Ministry of Deliverance is headed by the 
right Revetend Dominic Walker (no relation -Ed), Bishop 
of Reading. He employs a whole team of psychiatrists, 
psychologists and other clergymen In every English 
diocese, and each and every year it considers hundreds of 
apparent hauntlngs, Poltergeist Infestations and claimed 
Demonic possessions. The Reverend Walker insists that 

there is nothing at aU sinister about the veil of secrecy that 
hangs over the organisation. 
On the contrary, it is only necessary because they do not 
want to have to be dealing with more than their fair share 
of disturbed Individuals who swear that they are possessed, 
but who are really only suffering from paranoid delusions, 
and the Hke. 
Plus, of course, they don't want to be seen In a bad light. 
The Church is in enough trouble as it is, what with 
declining attendances, the rows about women priests, etc. 
The last thing they need right now is to be percleved as 
being obsessed with superstitious nonsense o fthe sort 
that's been discredited since the Middle Ages. 
'We don 't publicise the structure or the contacts. We don 't 
want people ringing up who have seen "THE EXORCIST" 
and think they've got Demons, ' Bishop Walker told 
reporters. 
Calls to the Ministry's Helpllne are such that the Bishop 
runs a special centre, the Christian Deliverance Study 
Group, to train members sent from the dioceses. 
The Anglican Renewal Ministries, which performed 
"Janes" exorcism, take the existence of Evll very seriously 
indeed. The group represents the charismatic wing of the 
Church or England, which some Mintstry or DeUverance 
members have accused of conducting unnecessary and 
unauthorised exorcisms. 
'There are degrees to which people might be touched by 
El'i/, ' claims Reverend Leach, the An21ican Renewal 
Director. 'Possession is not a Biblical term but we do 
believe in Demonic influence. 
'.Jane,' who has been married for forty years, and has three 
children, says that she had a very difticult childhood, with 
an abusive father who used to beat her mother and who 
ruled the ramDy wttb an Iron rod. 
Soon after the birth of her first child, she began to suffer 
from deep depression and blackouts. 
'I had a lot of trauiiUI in my life. The violence of my 
childhoo� a bad car crash, and the depression all lowered 
my resistance to Demons. Later on, I tried transcendentlll 
meditation, and that opnud up the gateway to Evil Spirits. 
'My behaviour became more and more b�arre, and I was 
often out of control with anger. Then I saw In my church 
magazine an article about a lady's testimony ofdeUverance 
and I begen to read The New Testament, particularly where 
it says that Jesus healed. I went to my local parish church 
and I knew the Holy Spirit was there. 
'On the night Mr Leach came to preach, I prayed to the 
Lord to free me, and called on Him to do what He had to 
do. 
'Wlthn a few seconds, I feU to the floor. I wasn 't in control 
but I dJdn 'tfeelfrightened. John commanded the Demons 
to lellve me and they rattled and raltled, but they have to 
bow on their lcnees to Jesus, and/fell the Demons going. It 
WGS just UJce behtg let out of prison. ' 
Adopting a more sceptical tone however, the Reverend 
Stephen Parsons, the diocesan Adviser on Spiritual 
DeUverance for Gloucester, was quoted as saying; 'Most of 
those who think they are possessed by the DevU are 
suffering from mental debulons and are susceptible to 
evanageOcal fear. ' 
The dimcuJty for the Ministry of DeUverance lies of course, 

in attempting to determine which cases are in fact, 
genuine. Poltergeist activity, seems to mainly happen 
around young women, according to the studies of Mr 
Parsons. 
� clergyman rang me recently about a 12-year-old Filipino 
girl who was CllllSlng strange bangs and crashes In her 
adopted home. I think a comblnatlo11 of puberty and a 
recognition of her identity had created a kind of psychic 
energy. '  



Mr Parsons also visited a cottage in the Cotswolds with a 
history of unhappy events. 
'Tile woman who lived there was disturbed by visionary 
apparltlons,m ghosts and weird noises. A deep, cold 
atmosphere JlUed the house, and I found tlzat there had 
been two unpleasant deaths there. Also local tradtion said 
tlzat a gypsy encampment had been on the site. Together 
with the parish priest. I carried out an exorcism of the 
building. We held Holy Communion, sprinlcleilHoly Water, 
andsaldprayers in every room. ' 
Prebendary (no, me neither - Puzzled Ed) Robert 
Horsfteld, Ministry of Deliverance representative for 
Herefordshire, pipes up to otrer this explanation for the 
dozen or so calls he recleves each year; 
'Paganism was never stamped out In this part of the world 
and lived side by side with Christianity - that may have 
something to do with it. ' 
To return to Mr Horsfteld; 'Typlcally, I am as/ced to help 
when tllere is an awaretteSs sometllillg's 1UJt right IJbout a 
house. Tllere's a feelJng of �U�e��Se and oppression. Tile 
people will feel burdetu!d and need deliverance from that. 
'In cases of ghosts or presences, people who have llve4 In 
one pillce for a long time become Earth-bound and are 
rductantto move on. ' 
Among Somerset's scattered rural communities, ghosts are 
almost commonplace, according to Ministry of Deliverance 
adviser Prebendary (there's tlud word, again) Christopher 
Tookey. 
'I've often been to plllces that have ghosts. People tend not 
to tll1k about them, or deny them because they can 't be 
expllllned and don 't jlt Into their ideas. Ghosts, or the 
departed, aren 't Evil,just misplllced tuul are simply waiting 
for tile right trabL ' 
Mr Tookey theorises that a lot of hauntings are by children 
who may have been treated cruelly (interesting point . - see 
the Ellesmere Port Boat Museum piece elsewhere In this 
Issue and note Its many references to ghostly chlldren). 
'I was called to an old people's home, which origlnlllly had 
been an orphanage or worlcllouse. Residents were seeing 
and hearing things which had nuule them afraid. I held a 
Requiem M ass for the departed and brought peace. ' 
Meanwhile, in Worcester, Canon Lisle Ryder also 
experienced problems with a nursing home. 
'This was a haunting with strange phenomen.a, apparltiott!l 
and voices. There were storln of deaths and a general 
feeUng of uneasiness. I blessed the rooms and salll 
CommunioiL ' 
Canon Ryder is of the opinion that Poltergeists can be 
aroused by 'dabblbag In the occult. I recall comforting a 
group of girlt who had fled at dawn to the cathedral after a 
night playing with the Olu}a board. If I can bring a bit of 
peace to people,. that Is as much as I can do. ' 
And yet another clergyman, JuHan Drewett, general 
secretary of the Churches Fellowship for Psychical and 
Spiritual Studies, was once calledto help a child who bad 
also used a Oulja board and apparently succeeded In 
making contact with a 19th century suicide victim. 
'We checked the story and and the Unk-up was genuine, so 
we held a version of the jilneral servlce and prayed for the 
person who had passed on. 
'The unquiet dead can be disturbed� dramtlc or emotional 
events Uke a bailie re-enactment The air holds a charge. 
Everything that happens Is forever caught, is around us and 
can berepklyed. 
'Exorcisms are very rarely used, bu there is a need to 
delivo people from tile dark forces tllat oppress them. 
People can be lnj'/Jlenced to act In Evil ways an dto take on 
characters not their own. 

I do believe that there are EviL Spirits. ' 

And u for '.lane,' well, she now accepts that the existence 
of Demons Is a bard fact of life. 
'The DemottS still try to convince me they are in me. They 
are everywhere. I can sense them. Hundreds and thousands 
ofDemons all around us. ' 
The final word goes to Bishop Walker, however; 'Salllnlc 
possession is rare and is not something that can effect 
anybody. You can 't catchDenwtas Ukeyoucatch colds. 
'And as for exorcism, if and when iJ is nLeded, a simple 

prayer, commanding any Devil to leave will generally 
sujJlce (which I'm sure will be of no consolation 
whatsoever to the overworked Father Merrin. Or Damien 
Karras, for that matter! H) 
8th August, 2000 General 'DAIL YEXPRESS' 

The Curse Of 
'THE OMEN' 

Loyal readers will doubtles recall bow, a few Issues back, 
we recounted the oft-told t21e or bow 'THE EXORUST' 
movie (1973), was reputed to be plagued with real-life 
horrors In the shape of unexplained deaths to cast and crew 
members, studio fires and general m fortune. The general 
consensus of opinion Is, of course, that these stories were 
nothing more than a cynical, though undoubtedly hugely 
effective attempt by the likes of director Wllliam Freidkin, 
to generate more publicity for the mm. 
Let's face it, folks, be wouldn't be the first. 

It was whilst I was putting this editioJJ together, that I 
stumbled across the following article in an old back Issue of 
'THE DARK SIDE' magazine. And as is so often the case, 
its contents seemed to me to be worthy of inclusion, no 
strike that, acutely relevant to this particular section of the 
our humble publication •••• 
Harvey Benbard, the producer or one or the most 
successful horror films of the 1970's, 'THE OMEN, ' 
(1976), and Its first sequel 'DAMIEN: OMEN II, ' (1978), 
claimed that during filming on both movies, 'some 
supernatural power was at work that did not want eiJher of 
these jlJms mm/e. ' 
Harvey begins by stating that the strange events began 
back in 1975, when; 'a jUm was sugested to me based on 



The Book Of Revellltlons, which prophesies the coming of 
the Devil's Son on Earth; The Anticltrist A screettpilzy was 
developed and sent out to the major studios, who gave the 
green Ughl for the movie to start shooting In London on 
12th October, 1975. Butthen things begm•to happen. .. 
� bomb planted by the IRA went off with a loud explosion 
one morning in the Hl/Jon Hotel where the director and the 
producer where staybtg. Wllen I was in Rome on a loclllion 
survey trip, a violent storm swept the city, IUUI at 3am, a bolJ 
ofUghtning hitHadrllm 's Gate, a landmark near my hoteLI 
thought it was the end ofthe world. 
'Meanwhile, IIC1'oss the Atlantic, Greogory Peck, (who, 
along with Lee Remiclc, was the star of the jllm), and the 
screenwrlter, DavidSeiJ.zer, were flYing towards London on 
seperate aircraft when, an engine on Peck's plane was 
lcnoclced out by Ughtning. Eight hours later, ha!f-way 
IICI'oss tlte ocean, Selt:,er's plane wa.s also struclc by 
Ughllting. The trip proved to be so rocky that the stewtulesa 
ended up on her lcnees praying. 
'On the jfrst day of shooting, one of the crew was lllvol:ved 
In a head-on collision which demoUshed the front end of a 
company station wagon. The same day, I was driving 
director RlcJttll'd Don11er to his IIJHI11ment whm 11 CID' Clllfte 
out the wrong way from a side street IUUI tore offtlte CIIT''s 
jt'ont passenger door. 
'The strange Incidents started to pile up and, despite the fact 
that I hilll 11ever really thought much about the Antichrist 
figure In history or myth, I began to thinlc ofthe mysterious 
implklltlom ofthese events. 
' Though a stuntnum Wll.f certaJnJy weU-proteck!d durillg 
the scene In the Italian cemetery when a pack ofwilll dogs 
attaclced him, their fangs aomdJow tore through the 
covertngandtheman required stitches. 
�nother scene was being shot at Windsor Safari Park, and 
at an adjoining ct�ge a lion 's pawshot through the bars and 
crushed the s/cull of an attendllnt. 
'In an attempt to try and forget these unsavoury lncidents, I 
went to see Shlrlq Ma.cLtlbu (who, as we saw in the last 
issue of 'DON,' has recently announ�ed she believes herself 
to be the rein�amation of Charlemagne's lover, from the 
8th century A. D.) perform at the London Palkullum, but 
the performance was cancelle4when a ten'orlst's bomb was 
found in the basemetd! !!' 
After location shooting in Israel, we prepared to bretllc 
production and return to the Unlled States. A proVIIte jet 
hilll been hired to transport Mr Peck from location, but at 
the last moment he cancelled out and 11 was rented by jive 
Japanese businessmen. The plllne crashed. 
�t this poltu I was getting nervous. Flying home over the 

Atlllntic, the pilot came on the radio and said that 
something was wrong. I didn 't pay that much attention, 
untU a few minutes laJer he came bac/c on and said we Juul 
tomalceanemergencylmtdJngatMontreaL 
'Then came the most allocldng event shortly after principal 

production had ended on the original mm'ie. .. Our bri/JJant 
specilll effects man, John Richardson, went on to Hollllnd 
to malce � BRIDGE TOO FAR ' He was accompanied by 
his lovely assistant who worked on 'THE OMEN, ' too. She 
nuule the "hounds of Hell" - dogs which we used for 
specllll effech in apartJcu/arly violent scene. They had been 
.fllmlng late and were on their way back to their hotel whm 
the car in which they were travelling wtu hit by a true/c. The 
girl wa.s kllled instantly and John was badly cut about the 
face and head, andlcnoc/cedunconsdous. 
Now, here's the lncredlble aspect of this tragedy: When 
John come too and looked out the siiUIShed window of the 
snuuhed car to find out where he was, he spoaed a stone 
ltUU'ko Ill tlte side of tJte ,oad which reJJd that he was 
twentyldlometresfromthetownofOMMENinHolkllld!!! 

'THE OMEN' wa.s finished on January 1nd, 1976, and 
relellsed on June 6th, 1976. The three sixes In tltat date are 
the number sign of The Beast Of Revelations: The 
Antichrist: 666. 
'Though the fl/m was a huge success, I am co11vlnced 
somebody or somethil1g did not want our picture to be 
mtU1e. But I am equally convinced that if the Forces Of 

' 

GoodremainstrongtiJeycanovercomeEviL Forn'erything 
EvU in the world there is something Good Force. 
Anti-force. That's a btulc truth of life. ' 
Certainly, Harvey ws not in the slightest deterred from 
acUng as produ�er on the sequel; 'DAMIEN: OMEN H. '  
Although given what was to follow, he maybe wishes he 
had declined. 
� new leading num was needed for the sequel {Gregory 
Peck had died in a hail of police bullets at the climax of the 
original movie), and I was able to sign up my jirst choice, 
WliJJam Holden.. 
'Before Wlllillm reported for work, hewDII offwitll a group 
of friends to visit Chlnll. It almost turned Into tragedy. 
Whl/e wa/Jclng through a busy square In Pelclng, a crazed 
Chinaman attacked Holden 's friend with a lcllife, and he 
wound up in hospitlll TheAmerki.uts woe assured by their 
hosts that such atiiiCics are rfll'e, and that tltey were Ill a loss 
tu to how to explain the behaviour of the aasallaltt, other 
than that he appeared to be mentally unbalaiJced. 
'Northern Wisconsin was chosen as the location for an 
lmporlllnt ice sktlting sequence In the fllm. We wanted a 
plllce where stww could reasonably be assured In 
December, 1977. 
'Ten ofusjlew to Eagle River, Wtsconsin, in a tiny airpkme 
(Not the best of ideas, given what had gone before, you 
might think - Ed). 'Wllen we arrived 11 was completely 
fogged In Our pilot had never been there before and 
therefore couldn 't locate the 1'1l11Way. Sud4enly on the 
radio, as we circled at 200 feel1 came a message that 
another light plllne was also in the vicinity, and also In 
trouble. Now, if you want to htn't! a weirdfee/Jng, you just 
fly in a tiny plane in a dense fog In that sltulltlon. I was 
scared, and what's more I knew the pilot wa.s a.s well, 
because he Wll.f swellting. 
�U I could think of in that moment was 'THE OMEN' 
curse, and I said a sl/ent prayer thlll we'd au get down olcay. 
It seemed to take forever, but thanks to the pilot's slclU and 
help from the traffk controller we llmded safely. 
'The movie began shooting in Chicago on 2nd October, 
1977, just ten days out from being exlldly two year to the 
day of the anniversary of the Jll'st movie. By now, I was 
wearing a crucifiX around my nee/c. I bough the crucifix ln 
Ethiopia and I haven 't taken it off since. 
'The jlrst three weeks of production on the sequel were a 
debacle. Shooting schedules went awry. Equipment was lost 
or mislaid The companycllltU! down with agalJDpingjlu. .. 
Then a stuntglrl was tlbnost kllled: AUson Kloknum, in a 
weU-rehearsed stunt, was supposed to swing out on 11 
trapeze-Uice piece of equipment In front of a huge true/c. 
She had rehersed the stunt six times and had got 11 off to 
perfection. When we went for the actual take, we were 
horrlfled to see her faU between the Cllb and the trailer. 
Luclcily, a teamster was there and he dashed forward to 
brelllc hn fall He was blldly bruised, andAIJson Wll.f badly 
cut and heavily bruised. We thought she Wll.f dead at jlrst, 
but she's a great professional, and recovered after treatment 
on the set. Then she was able to complete the stunt. 
'But stlll, the bad luc/c continued. Back in Los Angeles, my 
recently redecorated apartment burst Into j1ames and was 
destroyed. The firemen could not determine the cause of the 
blllze. After inspecting the dllnulge,I went to my Cll1' to drive 
to an important meeting. I wll.f about to drive onto the 



De B«<k Of�, 'WIIIcll J1l'fll'/tGia tlu t»lltbtgof 
tlteDnll's 80ft t111 EIIl1ll; DeAIIIIcluVt. A �lily,.._ 
llndope4 11114 smt tlllt to tile lllll}or 6bullos, wilD 6f111e tile 
greea llgllt fin' tile IIU1VIe ID 61111'1 sllotJtblg Ill LtJIIIIoll 011 
1- October, 1,7$. BllttllmlllblgsbqM to lulppe&.. 
� bolnll pillltte4/Jy tile IRA wellt DJ/'wlti 11 /DU a:pltMitM 
t111e llttll'llbW Ill tile Hlllolt Hotelwllere tile tllrt!dtlr all lite 
prtllbu:l!rwllen ...... WIIDII1Mf baRIIIM DII II IDctltltM. 
.,... ,..,, • Ylol.t.,..wqttlu dty, ,_ --�·· w 
of�IIIIHilllrlllll '.r GtiU, llllllublttlrk,_,IIJ)'IuJteU 
t1uJu;.t ltwa tlte eiUl oftlteworl4. 
'Meaw�Jik, tiCI'tl.rS tile Al/Julllc, GTetlgoty Peek, (wlw, 
111otag wltll L« llelnk*, wa tile 6lilr of tile fiiiiJ), 11114 tile 
�, Dllvi4Seltur, wereJlyllagltnwlrtl.rLtllultM 011 
.reperllle lllrcrtf/l .,._ ,. ellg/lle - Pt!d'.r p/lllle .,., 
lauJclce4 Dllt lly �- Elgllt luJun llller, lulll-tMY 
IICrOU tiN DCt!lllt, �·· p/IIIN ,.,. llbo .t:nlck ., 
�- De ,.., pt'tWetl to 6e .ro l'tldcy tlult tile.,,.. ... 
eiUietiiiJIOIIIIer btea,..,... 
'Oia tile jlnt .rq Df&lultltbag, 011e Oft/le crew ,._  lawlltletl 
111 11 lletJil.4ll colll.rlOII wiUcll deMolb/Jetl tile jtMt elM of 11 
ctiiiiJIIII'Y stlltiDtt ...-. De ume .rq, I 1N.J ..,.,.. 
.,..,. RlduirtiDoluterlll» ..,., ...... . t:fll"t:tiiiN 
tllll tile ,.,.6 ... jttMt " Mle 6lreel """tore oJTtlle Clll''.r 
ft'OIIt Jllfii.JeiiPI' lloor. 
'Tile .rlrtiiJge llu:llleltl.r.,.,. to pile IIJI,.., tlaJ* tile ftM:t 
tlulllluJtlllnt!l' Nlllly tlulugllt llllldl llllollt tile Alllldlrl.ft 
Jlpre ba �abt�Jr;1or Jll1flt, Itega totldllk oftlle � 
�tlftlu!senellll.. 
, 'I'Iulfl61a • .,.,. 1Nl � � ,.  
tile �  Ill tile I.., «<lff!!a'y WrGI • ptM:k tlflf1111ltlop 
lllltlcketl ldln, tlldr f-. � ltlre 'lluwlp tile 
�lllllltk,.,�stltclaa. 
� .rcae wa 1Jeb16 Mill Ill Wbul.ror &IJ'tll1hrl; 111111 
lllllll lllflolllbl6 � 11 lltM 's JNIWSlwt tluwlgll tile ,_.,  IIIUI 
cnuWtlledllll ofa iiiiDullutt. 
'la • lllleiiiJII*' try .-lforgd tlaae .......ry lltcll!lellb,l 
wat to .- Sldrlq M«:lc�Jv (wllo, as we uw Ill tbe 1a1t 
..._ of 'DON,' laM rea: mQy llllll4MIIICeCI IM belllw• henelf' 
to be tile relllcal'llatlt Of Claarlaupe'l loYer, frola tbe 
8tll ccatary A.D.) paf"t/lflli lit tile .l..oltltiOII lWiftbult., Mt . 
tile petftJmtllltcew. Cllll«lle4wltDI11terrtJrlttt'• � ... 
ftlllllll Ill tile IJaelltmt/ 11' 
AjiD loclllltM •llootbl6 Ill IDWI, we prqllll'etl lll bretlk 
prtHIIu:tloii iiiUI rdluw to tile lllllld Slllla. A Jll'tiW* jet 
luul kM llftll to ll'tiiUptll't Mr Peck jtwlt loclllltM, IJIIt Ill 
tile 11161 llttiMelll lle Cllll«lle4 tllll lllfll lt .,.. l't!llletl lly JIVe 
J..,.ae � TlleiJilllle CIYI6llal. 
� tld.r polllt I wa gdtllw IID'WJIU. Ji'lllll6 lu1Me t1wtr tile 

Alllllttlc, tile plltJt Cllllte 011 tile 1'tllllo IIIUI 111111 tlult 
� .. ,...,.. 1 6111't ]119 tlult -'"*  � . 
lllltll •fa�..,rdn llllelk CIIIIW INu:k _. 111111 Mill-we 1uu1 
tii...U1111e��te�Jewq,.,.,611lMtlllllwl. 
'7Jua ctlllte tile 11tt1Mtllludlll6 nellt .rluwtl.111/fer Jlf'IIU:Iplll 

prtHIIu:tloll lulll ellllle4 011 tiJe Df16IIUil ,..,.,_ Ollr l!rllllllllt 
lpedtll t:Jfet.D 1111111, Jolul RJclulrtbt111, wat M to HtJilall 
ltl lllllke !A BRIDGE TOO FAR. ' He lNS IIC'CMplllletllly 
llb lowly aslrtMI lf1aU Wtll'lu!ll 011 'THE OMEN,' loo. Site 
llllllle tile "lulluub 11,( Hell" - IIDtll wldclt w aetl for 
•p«//lll/1'«* ba tJptll"'lccllllr�WoiMt.rca�.. 77lq lulllllua 
Jlbrlbt6lllle Mllwere till tladrlfiiiJ' INick Ill tlu!lr lultd wAea 
t1te e11r Ita wllldl tlaqwa-e tiWYellbl,6 wa lllllly" tnu:k. De 
p1 1Mf  klllell llutiDttly 11114 Jtllul wa ..._, t:11t dollt tile 
jii«.Uiu!tul, llllllbult:ketllllfCtiii!ICIDI 
NIIW, llere's tile l1u:l'aDie liSped of tlab �: Wlull 
Jolua ct111te loo MII IDtJk,etl Dill tile IIIIIUIIetl....., oftlle 
llllllllletl Cllr ltljllul tlllt wlu!re lie .,..., lie qtllletl ll ltiJM 
...ur Ill tJu .. 11,( tJu rtHUI � IWIIl tlutt - ...... 
ltHIIqldloiiNtrajtvllatlutoNWtlfOMMENIItH.U.UU I I 

'THE OMEN' wa jllll.rlae4 tilt JtiiiiMIIy 2lul, 1,76, 11114 
releaed till Jlllte 6111, 1�76. De tluw .rbca Ill tlult Mte tire 
t1ae IUIIIIber .rip of ne Be&Jt Of �: ne 
Alltldlrl.rt: 664. 
''IIula61a tile f/1111 liW 11 lulge IIIC«U, I 11111 COIJ11blce4 
some�Jottly or sometlllltg 1114 110t wat tHI1' p1ctMre to 6e 
llllllle. Bill I 11111 eplllly COIII1bu:e4 tlult IF tile Forca Of 
G«Nlr��tlaqCIIIItll'ert»llteERI. Forneryt�tbtg 
Ellil lit IIU . .  '!t"lll tleD'e J. ..,.,. Good. Ftii'C#!. 
A.lltl;{tii'Ce. Tlult'.r tJ IM.rlc tnllla ofllfe. , 
Certalaly, llar'Yey ws Dot ID tbe lllptat deterred from 
actiD& M producer OD tbe sequel; 'DAMIEN: OMEN H. '  
Altboagll gtvea wbat was to follow, be maybe wishes be 
laad decUaed. 
!A lleW latlbtg 1111111 wa IIU4e4 for tile letpld (Gregory 
Peck llad cled ID a llall of police bulletl at the dlmu of the 
ortpaai iiiOYie), Mll llM.t die to lip 11J1 ay jlnt claoke, 
Wllllat Holdla 
'BeftiiY! WllliiiM NpDI'tMftR'lPIWk, INWMI ojf'wltll 11 F011J1 
of JHeiUI.r Ill Ylslt Qlll& It llbltotlt tllnlell ,., �­
WIIIle Wlllklll6 tlu'oll61a tJ llllq IIJIUII'e Ill Pdlll& IJ Cl'tlf.e4 
C1tbu11n1111 flllllcketl Holtlelt .. ,/HelM wD 11 klllfe, tlllll lle 
lfNIIIIM 11J1 lit /utq'fUIL De�lPeiY!IIDIIIYII t)' tk1r 
lultd6 tlult Dldl lllt#ICia tlrei'IIN, Mlltlull t/lqlHN Ill • loa  
a to lu1w *' ex:pltillt tile lleluwlollr of tile aMlllmt, otlaer 
tlullt tlult kiiJ1Jielll'elltD llelftelltllll.111111N111111cetl. 
'NIII'IIIem Wlrcolulll .,. dulull a tile � for 1111 
bltportllllt Ice •bltbl6 Uf.IIGU:e Ill tile jlll& We lMIIIetl 11 
pi/Ice w#lere IIIOW Ct1111J1 ,.,.,..,. lie IIUIII'etl Ill 
�, 1,77. 
'Tea ofuflewtD�lllver, � Ill " tb9llbp/lllle 
(Not the belt or IdeM, glvea what Ud CODe before, you 
might thblk - Eel). 'W1Iea we lll'l'lttefl 1t .,. CtlllfJIIetdy 
fogetl Ill Our J1llt1t lulll ltnel' 11«11 tlaere k.ftJIY! 11114 
IJier9tlt'e COIIIIIIt., IDcllle tile ,.,.,... Slultlelll¥ till tile 
I'IIIIID, a we t:lrcW Ill 2tJIJ feet, Cllllte • ���DMge tlull 
IIIUJtlaer llPt p/lllle MU t11JJt1 bt tile Wcb�My, llllll #lltD ba 
ll'tHible. NIIW, tr,o�� _, 111 /uwe 11 welrtlfeelbl& yoa}lut 
flr1 ba 11 tbly Jl/lllte M 11 tiDue ftl6 ba tiUit flllultiiM. I MD 
u:tll'etl, 11114 wlult'• lltlll'e I bew tJu J1llllt 1MS a wdl, 
bectauelle,..�. 
'All I ctllll4 tlabtk of lit tlult 111t1111e11t MU 'THE OMEN' 
C���R,. IIIIIII MM 11 deltt JII'IIYD'tlultwe'� llllget*""' oby. 
It semtt!tlltl tllke forever, IHit 11u11ta to tU pilot's .rkllllllltl 
ltelp .fro• tlletiYflllcctllllrtlllllrwe illlllletlSif(dy. 
'Tile lltOVie IJqM •llootbl6 Ill � till 11111 OctDIJer, 
1,1'1, }at lea ..,. tlllt jttnla lldla6 � lfl1tl � to  tile 
dtJy of tile llll1llvenllr.1 of tile Jlni iiiiiVIe. .liJ' IID'W, I wa 
"'"'*'6• Cl'lldjlx IIIYIIIIUI Ill)' IU!Ck. IINM61a tile cnu:ljlx bt 
EtJd4* Mlllaw.'tlllkea ltoJIIbu:e. 
'Tile ;lint tllrt!e wd:l of ]WtltllldltM t111 llle sepel wwe  " 
*INicle. SIJtHiflllwsdletllllaW!IIt1JW17.E,.,._,.,.,.Io.rt 
orllll!llldiL llU��..,._. ,.,.....f/tl-. 
,.,_ " .,..,., ... ,_ ldlletl: A1llloll KiDialtlllt, Ill " 
� .,., .,.. � Ill ""'*"6 tlllt (1ft " 
tl'tlpeU-IIU pl«e of efllllpmellt Ill ftWit of. lulge tniCk. 
Site lulll reMrletl tile 6IIUit m tbtta tlllll luMI got lt ti}/'ID 
perfedltM. Wie11 we we11t for tile tldlull lde, we were 
luJrrVIetl ltl see IU!r ftlll 6elwa tk ctJb Mll tile tnll/er. 
Luckily, • letllluter .... tlu!re llllll lle -� forwtll'tl to 
bretlk Iter fllll. He MD N4' IJrrdull, llllt!IAIINia wa t.14' 
Cllt 111111 ,...,., ,.,._ We tlltlfl6llt •IN wa i1M11 lll.flnt, 
llllt.rlte'.r ,,_prtlf'eultMIIl, 11114ret:t�11G'elllfllertrelltllteilt 
M tile ut. 7JIGI lllelNI IIIIIe IIICIJII9IIde tile 1t1U1t. 
'BIIt .rtlll, tiJe ttMIIIIck ctlllllluletl. Btlck Ill Los Allgeles, Ill)' 
recatl.1 re4«ttl'tttettllplll11lleltt llflrst bllo Jl...a 111111.,., 
tle6troyetL Tlu jlrtJirtea ctlllldlltlttldenltllletlle c.ae ofllle 
Nru. A,/ler illqedlllg tile tltllltille,l welllltl-Clll' to biFe 
ID 1111 bltJitll*lllt a '"'hg. I wa .,_, to tlrlt¥ OlltD tile 



jtwwlylMal I,_,., 11 11Dlu  ctllllbt6ftwlt _.,. tk t:t�r. I 
6ltiJipelltwl« to �wlult-- .,.,..... 
'16tllrtell oJT..., IIIUiwa}lut doflt'ID ll«dennle tmiD life 

jtwwlyw.klltllewlleel.JieWoJI'IIIet:��r. It �over 
tile 1'01111111141..,ale4111 ctllllrollt. l  t1t11f1611t ltwcu .-.. 
Ill t11n1 owr, IMt l llfllllllllftl to ,.,.. lt Ill • luJIJ _, I  lilt 
tllere ll'ellllllbl6wiiii/HP4 t��b�k�Jw·..-. ofiM e��neiiiUI · 
�wa.-..to/uqlpelallexl. 
'71le IIIUJW!I'CIIIIfe Ill tluftJIM #l,(tlu/111,..,., 111111.....,. 
IUI IIIItiJreM of lt WG rqtWtetl lla c:rdarp, � 41 
llfeiiiiJen t1ftlle 'DAMIEN: OMENII crewCIIIItelltnm...,. 
11, lllcbulbtg Cti-JI'Oibleel' Clulrla Onlte, Ho clllbltetlllult . 
lie lulllllnel' lw/'tll'e beell·tlult u, Ills life. 
'EveatlletJflb«JftlllllCialctlgowetderbectllnetlect!ptlve. For 
11�cette � .,-t��U���P�, tile crew UIIIJI tile CIIIIU!IW 
011 11 roo.ffor 11 dot BIII NI»>Ub lwrfore tM Cllllfel'll6 MW 
-to roll, . *'*  dolul6wqt IIWI'Iulllllllt#l 11 .-.. �a��a� 
tlult������tel'tltlftDII, ,.,.,.  tile slult IIMjtlltlu!rtlelll,ylltgtlle 
pi ...... 
'Befon /etnllltg caago ftJr Ell61e RAw, WJreo&fl8, "'.1 
catel'fJ CIIU wa .._ frMt .._, 1u11e1, a were "9' lt'ffe'• 
,.. W1lal ,_ ctllffJIIIIIY.,.,.,.,. lit Elf6/e Jllwr, ltMU 11111 · 
�.w����er .. ...,.,.,. .ftM:t, ltlNI ,..,...Nyllflltl 
ftlt' IIJ'IID' � , ,.,., wllller. &el7 �� .(tlr 211 
yet�n, Ellgle Rhw ,_ llea,/t"'UUI tiM" t.Jr Ntn'GIIIJel'lSlA, 
IIIUI -w luMI tile W lllek lll lll'l'hte bt tile llfllllat """""" . 
tllqw ever luul tlu!re. llllt, wlu!tlul' 11 JNS IIIJ' croa, or tile · 
ctJII«tlve JIIYl.1el'l tl.(fM CWJI......, .,.,.. . get fuHIN t.J' 
c::lu*tllta. IJ ctllllftMt ...... .,.,., tnfG' tiJe lda .. 
�treaofNortllsw �--llllrG}tvlu. 
"''M lltltiiiiiJIII Ctllftlluld, lulwner. TU lil'flka 011 t1ut 
t:tllerllt6 tnu:k flllletl 11114 1t s1tDnnte4 ltlttJ tile btldc of tlte 
llolteJ WIJ60II, tile slllllg 111111te ftR' tile ]101111/Jie toilet. A 

1et111uter 11114/lb Wife, 11114 11 sectHUI couple were relllnllng 
llome from • reslllllnlllt 11111111 4eel' .}lllltpallnftottt oftltelr 
Ctll'. To tw01411lttbtg 11, tile ll1'ltfter tllnlell tlte w1ue1, lite et1r 
dllltiM 011 tile rotMI IIIUI tnel'tllmell bl 11 tlllciL Sewrtd of 
,.� Nlpllretl"-1*1� 
'lliM:kiiiLM�, If9�iiJHU'IIHUtllWIII 

fiDDtle4wllea tile btllluYNnnplpes IJJ'oke.A.t 1f1Y loall� 
tile meduullc Ho MWb 011 ..., Cll1' IUI4 jut recelvefl ,. 
OMENT -sldl't. Tile to.slllllnlre41t lllllltlle llleCiulllk gtWe 
lt to lllm. De jlnt time tile 1111111 WOJ'e lite T -41drt, llb Cll1' 
MU toiii/Je4 lla 11 'WI'eCk. 
�tile cune stlllJIIII'SIIell me: wlllll!lwa .,.,. 011 tile 

jttiUII Wlscolubl lde, 11 luuul-..-..er lla Ill)' COIII pocket 
IRint bllo Jllllft4 De Jlblt MD J'IIUIIl.1 Ctllllplete4, 11bt11Jst 
�twoyetJn 011jt'tlmtlleoripull "OMEN" 
'M.U 110 mlsttlke Uolll lt, lite Alltldlrl8t Is , Dill" lllllbt, 
11114 I JII'IIY Ill Gotl t1u1t tile JIIIWI' of pot� will get '" 
tiuYIIIgiL , 
Soaree: 'THE DARK SIDE' Magallle la8e 50 A1lgtllt, 
1996 

All The Colours Of 
Darkness 

ADd la evea more Exorcist aews, dae folowln& came 
bUIIIIIIID& doWII the wires from dae aot-a.good-oi'-US of 
A. .. 
Back ID 1980, a YOUIII Jesuit priest wu approacbecl with 
aa otrer be loud, tbat ID aD cOIIIdeace, lie couldll't 
reftlle... W Otllcl lie like to lit la OD a real, boaa Ade 
aordlal? 
Father Dave Crea�Der,tlae director of a Jelult faltll eeatre 
at t1ae Ualvenlty of MaDltoba In Caaada, w• weak, aad 
feeiiDg pnUy loaly .tack la • laolpltal at tile Cldld ..... 
Hospital ID soatllena India, waea the call came. He bad 

beea bee deep la tbe -.al day to dlly llllaloaary work 
prior to ..... ....... ldlll dowD. 
He aceeptecl the IDvltatloD, aDd aever repettecl llls c1ec1a1oa 
ae iiUie  bit. 
'I ea IWtlll lt till pile dellrly, eNB lllllllgll 11 11 IIIIW 211 

yet1n tlflO, '  F'atber · Crea�aer told a reporter from 'FOX 
NEWS, 'last September. 
A - at tile hospital told tile Ji'atller 1llat a YOUIII TamD 
womu, probably qed IOIDeWIIere ·· la ller ndd-tweatla, 
laad dabbled la Wltdacraft, a pnctke ._. 1111111Y Catllollcl, 
.,.ate lllltarally believe caa lead to 0.. Ollle pollellloa. All 
active, cbarllllultk ......, Ill the tmnl bad alerted the 
.... •• otlldal Exorcist. 
F8daer Creamer aald the p-oap took Ule lltwdlon very 
lel'loally. Wllea . the priest Cldered 1lle 1'0018 and laW tile 
woaaaa, a.e soarce,of111eb' coacen was aD-too obvious. 
'SIIe l'tJIIetliii'OIUUI 011 tk lllble. lot ..,  JtMt tlllte to tlllte 
1lflllflletl "' some ldM of gremlsll 6llfll',' Fatller Creamer 
ncaDed. 'De yoMg girl qoU IIWI'e ... . . DIM lilllgluJge, 
*"" ,_,. ,. lite 61'tiiiJI tllblp tlult lk Mgld 1101 to ,_, 
...... 
�,.._ .u ,... 9JrllllrW,. Ho1:1 w..-., •u 1WICietl 
a Vllwre lldtl/ 
'Be M.f1 ,.,.,..I COIIItl ·llfllke M111te _, 11/'U�Ue .,..,. 
.. � De ExDrcbt li10IIIII qeM Ill Dellttllu "*""' 
lu!r 111111 I �  U.. ..,..., twel' 11114 twer f1611ba: "I 
.... J--. " 

Alld lt aeems, tbls cue Is proof tJaat, today perhaps more 
tbaa eYer, the buiDea of upelhl& DemoDI Is llqely 
IUCceatal. Gabrlelle Alllortla, the ddef' Exorcist of the 
Rollle arc� llas prellded over IRmclreds of cases of 
wlaat lie bellevea were p11111De laltaDeel of Dem.onlc 
PCJ••e•doa. Alld J'atller Jame� LeBar, eWer Esordst of tbe 
New York ardldlocae, rtc:eatiJ told Joanallstl that he has 
perf'oJ'IIIed about 25-30 a year clarla& Ilia live yean as • 
Exorcist. ADd the arcbcllocese of Chicago sapposedly went 
to far as to appolllt • ran time Exorcist. 
AD of tllll bep the quesUoD; has there been a profoaad 
IDcreale ID dae machiDatlODS of t1ae .aynld Lepms of 
Sataa to tlae ateat tbat they laave lauDdaed a maa (forpve 
tbe pan) raid OD the IOtiJs of MWittlng ........ ? 
Gabrldle Alllortla stated, with oae eye OD tile book salea of 
bit opaa; 'AN EXORCIST TElLS HIS STOR� 'eertaiDiy 
believes ao. Be aaya there are two ...... na10111 for 8ds. 
'Fint, Watmi CllltiiH * aJ.W6zg� 7JN lltlflorlty D.(JI«<I* 
ll4rw /D$1 tllelr fllllll � to 11 lftdm' 'Mk #11111 llelloftbtk: 



llfatyll. Alul ·�, wM11 tile Y.tlcGII H � tile 
P1Yzyer to to St MlcluM!lft'tHit tile eiUl ofllle CiJtluJik MIIR, 
lt dld .way wltll 1111 lllrportllllt bult:llllltlmt IJ6IIbut tile 

ptJWD'S of&lliln. , 
or coune, there are more tbu oae or two voices or 
"sanity" raised agalast IUdl extnae views. Paul Kurtz, a 
pbDosopby profeaor at the State Ulllvenlty or New York 
1n Bdalo, and rounder or several ldaolarly aroups, 
Including that would-be bue or all-tlilngl Forteaa; tile 
Committee for the ScleatUlc IDvestlptioll or C1alms of tile 
Paranormal (CSICOP), belleYes tbat lt's not the Devil, bat 
rather phyalologlcal dllorden - Toarette's Syndrome, 
cblldbood scblzophrellla, temporal lobe syadrome or other 
psychological deviant beha'riour - tllat are respoaslble for 
Demonk possession. 
� flll'tlllge belulvloiU' 011 tile JHIIf of IUJftii'IIUUIIe 
iluiMtllull8 wAD Juwe 1u111 to s11111n1t ID !llldl l'lla tll'e due to 
��� 011 tile ]Hilt oft/le ExtJrdJit .-tile IIOCIIIl COIIIexl 
Ill wldciJ 11 OCCIU'S, De pllllelltls rapollllbtg 11114 plllyllw • 
roktU apectd,  'the lmow-lt-d 'apert' ICIIrlz Is quoted as 

aylag. 
Equdy dJamlalve or tile realty of Demoas Is DaDiel 
Bamett, wbo, as vlce-preskleat or the Nortll Texas 
Sceptics, w studied aorcts.l exteaslvel:y. Not 
IUI'prisJD&ly, lie too propo�a a llw'ed del1llloDary tlaeory 
as to the ortpls ofDemODlc po11udoa. 
'Witldlt tile ��cqpe of • I!XIII'dul l'lllull, wlllclt Is 

�·lllal+.,. .. .,.ettaltforllllllllptll'tla 
btwllt¥4, ltlsprtJIHI/Jlye.q f·��e1'ellts to 
bembblterpretetliiS geiUibleJIIIIWNII7IIIIltldMty, 'he ..,.. 
And Indeed, many talr-JIIIIIded prlestl accept readily tbat 
this type or auto-suggestion Is more tllan possible, and 11 
likely the root cause In the vast majority or cues. But the 
redoubtable Mr AJDrotll, or t1ae R0111e diocese, ma1nta111s 
tllat a sldlled Exorcist ea tell a1111ost tmmecllately If the 
patient lie 11 deaiiD& wltb 11a1 a Jealdm* case or 
pouea1oa or DOt. 
A uew .......t for Exordlta, approYed 1a1t year by tbe 
Pope, .Jolut Pnl n, upclakw tile plldlllel aad lmploret 
priests to esplore .U medlcal or psycholopcal esplaaatlolls 
for the victim's behaviour before proc:eedlng wttb an 
exorcism. Aad In most dlocesesm the majority - lt not a1 -
requests for exorcts ... are daded. 
'I lt101'Uil for ��eve�� yelll'll a • clulplilbt lit 11 pqcltllllrlc 
lwllplttlliiiUI o}lell r«elve4 retpll!lll$for e:xorclsiiU. A.Jlluul 
IUJ qlr/tlull /Nub bllt were ct�����ell lly metllclll ctllldltltllu, '  
Fatber AqalnM T. DuJI'y told reporters. Aqabaas balls from 
the Dublin, lrdaad diocese. 'Doa El11l exist, Yes. 0111 11 
pet'IIOft 1Je JIOII!Ielllletlt Yes. Bill .. tlll'ollgll lllelr DWII ft'ee 
claolce IIIUI/Iy 4/lbb/btg lit tile occllll. Hollywood/fbtiS 1u1Pe 
teNie4 to gh1e 11 wry flllte pldllre ofretlllty. ' 
We may weB ask, tileD, just wblt Is aa accurate pktare or 
reality wllell lt comes to Demoak po•••lloll? 
Amrotll writes ID 1111 book tlult tlwn are la fad, lio hard 
md rut stadard8 or bebavlom' for po11elled ...... Some 
patleats le sOeat aad perfectly .... dariDg the rttul, wldle 
otben tlall about wildly, spealdDg ID straDge laagaages, 
readln& minds and threatening tbo8e &atbered In tile room 
wlth tbem.  
'OIIe ., IIJIIIIII'DIII¥ wed girl /uJd to IJe ••INIIIetl by ftwee 
by /0111' atroftg 111D1 ""'*'6 Iter extii'CIIIII&I, ' Amrotll states. 
'Site 1Jro1ce every IJoiUI, neiiiiOifte..., letltJier nrtlpll w1tJ1 
wldcll tllq tl'letl to tie Iter dDwlt. 
·� lMGI 11lle lNS tJal wllll .,_,. ropa lo 1111 lrOII IJell, 
•lie llt'tiU IHIIIIe ofllle 1r011 1'06 11111lfoltle4 tltlten lit • rlgllt 
1111gle. ' Tboee wlao adhere to the CathoDe faith have eYeB 
been provided wltll a 'cbecldllt' as to wlult are tile 
recognised symptoms or a genulae possession... 

(a): Speaking la toques, ......... tbe penoa lau aever 
before studied (IDdudlng Demolllc tollguel). 

(b): EDibttiDg supenaataral ltreagtb. 
(c): Kaowlag what 11, •apposeclly unlmoWII to mere mortal 
..... 
(d): Strong aversions - oftaa mlmt readloas - to aaytldDg 
CODSiderd to be sacred, particularly tbe pnyen of 
exorcisms. 

The llordel or auembled leeptla remain UllCOIIYinced, 
laowever. 
'Ill tile u::rslolu I /uwe 11«11 .Me Ill okene, wltdlter 011 
lll4eotllpe or Ill penoa, I /un1e yet to Jlll4 1111)' n14Du:e of 
JHIIYIIU1I7IIII tldMty tbu1Jig11 JIOUe!ISioll.tllle or My lltll't of 
rlbullfor delhwiiiU¥ or extii'CIIIm, '  Bamett was quoted as 
saytac. 
Give ldm ldJ due, however. At leut lie reaaalal 
opea-mlnded enoup to admit that be has not yet beea able 
to �pletely disllllss tbe peulblllty that pouealoa may 
be featlble. 
'I - wot � tlult � CIIU6 ofqbft� . 
lUll exist. Bid till poaiiJie -� t1piiDiu ,.,. be 
all,.rtetl IJej"'1re tile lllllt'e qeciiiCII1ID' J10118lblllty of 
lJelltDtdc ,_,allltloft CM .,.,.,. be  ctJ11111t1er«1 ' 
Now, 1t 0111y till sceptics cHid be that objectively 

op• mbldedUJ 
211111 Sqtelft�Jer, 1(J(J(J GelteNl 'FOX NEWS' 

A Modern Day 'Witch' 
Persecution 

Aad staytae over ID AIDerka, tbe Intolerance aft'orded to 
t1ao1e perceived as 'Wltdles' or wlaatever lbacle, contlaaes 
to grow to levels not a Ddllloa lllllel removed from tbe bJid 
old days of llledleYal peneeutloa. 
You waat proof? Check oat tills atory from PIUsburgll, 
USA. •• 
A growp offour Witches llldadlne Tannin, the Pa&aa ..._ 
of a 31-year-old wo���a��t told reporters tbat tile 
Dve-polllted star or pentagnm llle wean on a cllaiD, llas to 
be concealed whenever she lets root outside. 'TIIere tll'e too 
"""'Y Cllrlstltuu wllerelworlc, 'llle says. 
Aaotber Witch. Elorla ,,._,.,........, apd � appanatly 
does laave tbe nerve to wear w peatagram In broad 
daylight, but was baraued tllne years earlier ror lul'rilll 
tile taaertty to cloD a Wltda'• cost.lle at • ollke 
Balowem partyU! 
'I p Wltcll �totes, ' she reldecL 'I got ttlll'etl loDb. I got 
ctJIIfluetllooks. PetiJIIe W1llllbt 't 111/k to me. I/o61 119 )D6. ' 
Tile women are, 1t may be said without rear or 
coatndldlon, more tlaa a little plued oil' with tills curr.t 
.wtuc1e .a.played towards tWr bellei'L It may be, as Erica 
(Erica Leerlllen) polatl out Ill 'BL4IR WITCH 1: BOOK 
OF SHADOWS, ' the IUs oftllat movie's IIIOre lllastrloas 
predeceuor, laas contrlbtlted towards the Jess-than-aavoary 
repataUoD tile moden-day 10rcerea llu beea saddled 
wltla. 
Not aarpriiiDaiJ, pvea the paeral atmosphere, the womea 
reatared ID the article I caae across, were quick to distance 
tbemlelves from ay cOIIIIedloa wltb Sataalc clllts or any 
form or Black Map. Tlley .-e Wkcaal, wonldppen or 
ear1h-.agk that '6ba8a llfiiiiY tleltla, kllnnlc lllwll 11114 
llullvllbullqll'ltptlllu. , 
Not t11at tills cuta any lee wiOl tile loals. 
Aad for 17-year-old Kaa Scott, the prejucllce has ltnKk 
home wltb a relllvmgeance. 
Kea, a senior at BJ'OWJIIVIIIe Area mg11 Scbeol, w• 
atrorded tbe honour or belli& tbe special guest at the most 
receat meet1ag (at tile time or loin& to prea) or tbe 
Plttlbvgll Paean House l'ouadaUoa. Tile &lleiDbled 
Wkcaas were rallylo& beldlld Kat ..._ he'd beea tile 
lllbjed or Pqaa cUscriallutlOD. 



The ..tor luld beal lellt home fro• Hlaool for drea code 
vlolaUoDa. 
Be bad dloleD to eoavert bls rdlgiOD from Soatbena 
Baptist to Wkca. bat the school acladDIItraton ID the 
(allem) 'land or the free,' decided ID dldr wisdom to 
prevent blm wear���& bls pentlde, UDiess be ldd lt from 
view underneatb Ills shirt. IDs mother, Dawn, was, sbe 
said, a witness to tbe Imposing or this condition, despite 
the fact that tbe school, once the story was made pablk, 
denied havio& laid any such tbln£. 
'It's 11 lllt/e .frlulrllllag to see llow clole-mbuletl people Cllll 
be,, Ken told tlae aaembly. 

But Browasvtlle Area Superlateodeat Gerry Grant was 
adamant that the dlsdpllnary ac:Uoa agalast Ken had 
aotlaiDg to do wltll Ills wearing a peatade aad everytldaa to 
do with bllll donn"'' torn puts, a dulla a.d ..,._ oa 1111 
braeeletl. Tlaey were lUG lea tUB --.red wtt1a Kea'• 
'CRADLE OF FILTH' T -lldrt, wlddl 11PJM1ft11C1y featares, 
horror or horron, a pktare of tbe baud ....tJen aportlllg 
llalntyles twisted tile shape or 'Satanic' lloi'IIS, (my oh my, 
as BID Gnacly oaee slid to 'THE SEX PISTOLS' duriDg 
that Infamous TV latervlew In December, 1976; 'Go4,)'011 
JHg/lleltmetotletlllll') 
'It's tlren CtHie l'loilltlolt, ' Grant tried to a1111re reporten. 
'It tleJIIIIUly 1W11 IUJt rellgltM. Tlu T .... ldrt pw tJu 
IIJIPtelll'lllf o.ftlte DnU. Tlud • o.lfe�Ulve to otlterldll&. ' 
Erm, Isn't tbe penonltleation or The DeYII as a horaed 
deity eueatlally Clu1stlaD ID ortpa? The oaly ldds who 
could therefore be even ID the sllgbest bit ofreacled would, 
by deftDIUon, be Clu1sUaDs, (and pretty devout oDes, at 
that. The sort that thiDk nothing of raJIIIIIIDg tbar dogma 
rtpt down the throats of the 'beatbea anbelleven' at every 
opportunity, as well as trylq to act BaDoween banaed 
eada and every year, alon& w1t1a Horror movies, 
death-metal albwBs and er, Harry Potter aovels). 

If tlud'• aot reJI&Ioally-motlvated latolenoee, I'm tare I 
doa't lalow what Is. 
Pbll Kaplan, the well-lmowa raeardl director or the New 
Jeney-bMed NaUoaal Clearlnglloaleon Satanic Crime ID 
America, was quick to add lds voice to tbe controveny; 
'Nowtllltlp, IIIOI'e sclwols tre tllklng 11 /uud lllle 11114 
butltldblg dras codes. Tltey CIIIUUJt .,.,_,. cet1111n sty/a of 
T -slllrts tlull luJve tJjfDUive COIIIUJIIlllolu, gMg, 
,_, ·d� Siltlln. 
'EWII tlu plllbt wldU T .... ltb1 1uu t.kelt 11 ldt. EluiiD' tldJ 
llttllflla (Sqltelnber), ............ Sclulol mapmrh4 � 
stluleiDftwWftll1ngiUIIIerwetlra�. ' 
Body plerclllgs are also proldblted ID some districts, 
Including, not surprisingly, Brown(Mim)vme. 
Ken Scott takes partlcalar otrence at this, as he has bad Ills 
bottom Up pierced and regards lt as an expression of 
Wkca. 
'Tile� Is Ill rDIIDIIIJrtlltce tlf till tiN PtlgM 111111 W1tdl 

pllba slf!TD'1116 tiU'Oilglulut 1111 oftbltt! 111111 tlult JtJll goa 1111 
loMy, ' ay• KeD, who, thoapftllly eaoap, had even taba 
to eovertag Ills pterdng wttla a Baad-Aic:L 'I tlblresetii'CII t1f 
Wkaal llll-lbte. 7'llen Is IIDIII"wtlult says tlult Its followen 

/unfe p/l!n:eiiiNNiyJNIIU. , 
Tile Pat• lfOIIP were, at tile tilDe ef going to prea, 
.,....... oa clraftla& a letter to Worm ae dlltrkt tlaat 1t 11 
1IDCOBitlt.uoaa to forbid tile peataele, whoae poiBta 
correspoact to air, earth, are, water ad spirit. 
Kea Seott, wbo has receatly DIOTed to BroWDSVIIIe from 
North Carolina, and doesn't have tbat many dose trleadl, . 
llas stated tbat be just waats to be allowed to wear Ills 
pentacle In peace and not be 1ee11 as some sort or 
rellglo-polltkal cause. Be claims tbat so111e feDow stadeats 
have adlvely encouraged Id& 
Bat, wllatever the outcome of tile dispute, the reiJ&Ious 

teasloas wltbln bls OWD family look Id to II'OW• His -
and dad disapprove of Ills auoc1at1ea wttb Wkca 
'It 6DIJun .W, tJu J'l'l!}lull«, 'Kal UJI. � lot  DfJH!t'l* .a 
Ill)'� IIIUl IIUoclille lt wltll Slllllllk JIDWD'· I tloa't 
nea6ellne lll&lttl& 
'I""". PtlgM Cllllbtg � ,.  J""""'Y, lnlt lt 1/HJk IIIDIItlu, 
lnlt lt toM 1111111tlu for me to geliiJI tJu ctiii1'IJ6e to Welll' tile 
pettlilde. 
� jlnt, I got IIIID tile llfll6laJl apects. Now tiUit I luiVe 
llllllle lt Ill)' rdlgloll. I*"' 't tlllllk I wtJII/4 ct�:�t ay spdls Ill 
llll. , 
Some Wkcaas, or coarse, aadeDiably pncttee Magkk, bat 
tlley always claim that the spell they weave are simply a 
cbaneltag or eaergy aiDled at creatlllaJ a change ID their 
Uves, aever as a way of lwmiDg IOIIleOne. 
Ken says, 1Uidentandably enoap, that he Is nowhere aear 
taftldeatly leanled to caB Jdllllelf a Wltda. althoap be 
wOIIId very much lib to 011e clay. 'Wlcal lldpell � to 
1111:cqt IIIUI IDve otllen. I 011« lul4 • lot of' pro,.,_ ,_ 
ltwelllgate�Wl 
'My llflltiJer Is stlll 11 practlcbt6 SotltiiD'tl Bllptbt. lllltlldly, 
slle ... IID'WIIU wka I.,_..,... CIIIUIIes, clulltlllW 
11114sluuulbt6 God. But llt1W suls.fl6"*6.for me. '  
1111 •- even &oes se far as to ltate tlaat tlloa&ll Ken Js aa 
hoaour ltadeat, he was a typically aqry and belli&ereat 
teeaaaer before he f01111d Wka. 
'It'• • 1� tun1, 'uya Dawa, a aune. 'He JU«l to k 
l't!l7 ,_, 111111 rebeiiiDII$ W1l4ltNr I lf'DIIItl My, lu 'WOIIIII 
tllketltetiJ'JHMIII:.He's IUitmetJII""Y'ftftre. ' 
Indeed, sbe Is DOW SO supportive, She tuJ'bed up at the 
Pagan meeting, along wltb KeD's yonger brother and 
llster, wllo, the Clu'lsUaal wiD doubtless be relieved to 
hear, were -bored rtgld by tile proceedlnga. 
'Y Oll lll'e IMcky to luwe 11 llllltiU!r lMII Is so SIIJIPOI'Ilve, ' one 
of tlae Wltcbes preseat at tile JlleeCIII& told Kea, you ml&bt 
think aoaaewhat uanecess..ay. 



)(ea, a tellior at BroWDJVIIIe Area High Scbool, wu 
afforded the llonoar of being tile special guest at tbe most 
recent meeting (at the time of going to press) of the 
Pittsburgh Pagan House Foundation. The assembled 
Wlccans were rallytng beblnd Ken because he'd been the 
subJect or Pagan discrimination. 
The senior had been sent home from school for dress code 
violations. 
The teenager had chosen to convert his reHglon from 
Southern Baptist to Wicca. but the school admlnJstrators 
ID the (ahem) 'land of the free,' decided ID their wisdom to 
prevent him wearing his pentacle, DDiess be bid lt from 
view underneath his shirt. IDi mother, Dawn, was, she 
saki, a witness to the Imposing of tbls condition, despite 
the fact that the school, once the story was made pubUe, 
deDled having said any such tblng. 
'It's " llllle ./)7Utrlltlng to see how close-lllllule4 people Cllll 
be, '  Ken told the assembly. 
But Brownsville Area SUperintendent Gerry Grant was 
adamant that the dlsdpllaary acUon against Ken bad 
notllln& to do with his wearln& a pentacle and everytllin& to 
do with him clomdag torn pants, a chala and lplkes oa IUs 
bracelets (as Bill Grundy once said to 'THE SEX 
PISTOLS' during that Infamous TV Interview In 
December, 1976; 'God,youfrlghtmmetotlelllltl? 
But not everyone views Wlcca as being essentially 

lw'mless, it seems. 
The ever-reliable Mr Kaplan told reporters; 'JJJcaJ lul.t 
bem ll!l7nell Salllll 's /JIIk .,,. lJe. It teeter totiDil 011 tJu 
border o.f/utnly DCCIIIt � tn' •IJIIWOIN wlto Wllllb 
to tiCt out. Iflt Is left IUICIIeclced, IIIUl tile llcluJol tloe8lt 't tiJke 
tJ1,ei'O-toler1111Cepollcy, lt couldflourlsll IIIUl blos:rom. ' 
Fortunately, tbe voke or reason (not to say saalty) rang out 
clear across the Pittsburgh air. Wendy GrUIIn, asasodate 
professor of women's studies at CaUfonda State University 
In Long Beach, says tbat Wlcca Is simply misunderstood 
and has nottbbl& to do with Satan; 'IJ)ou don't IJellne ill 
lllllmllte gootl,you Cllll 't IJellne ballllblulle INI4. ' 
27tlt �, 2(J(JIJ Pltbblugla, USA. 'THE 
POST-GA.ZE1TE' 

Witch Film Sparks 
Anger In The Phi lippines 
In an eerie echo or the aftermath or the release of 'THE 
BL4IR WITCH PROJECT, ' over in the States, a movie 
featuring Wltelael, tbla time lahabitiDJ tile towa of Dollo, 
has sparked a series of a&&rf exchanges ID tile balls of 
local govel'lllllellt. 
'TIIere lll'e 110 Witches Ill DIU' tow11, ' Governor Artbur 
Defensor and Mayor Rolly Dlstura stated as they decried 
the contents of the ftlm 'M PILING NGASWANG. ' . 

'Tile IIUIVIe Is wry oJTeulve to the DIU' tt1wllllpeople lllUI tile 
peop� ba tlaejlbn bubutry :riUJuldiUJt IIUIIce tlult type ofovle 

llgtlbl. ' 
Tbe mm features a group of atudents (so that's a whoppillg 
big nought out of ten for originality, then) who eolldud 
research on Witches. 
Defensor had requested that local dnemu refuse to screen 
the movie because, In his eyes at least, 'It sllllulered the 
good IUIIne oftlte people of the tow1t 1111tl thlll could drive 
IIWIJY tollrlsts, IIIUl evm lnvestors. I 111ft wry stJildene4 wit/a 
tluiJ IIIOVIe. 
'I spt!llt my ddiJIIIIIOd In tile lll'eJJ tJull wa descrlbetl a 
bebtg IJ vlllllge of Wltcltes ba tJu IIJIJI1k, 111111 IUIW oilier 
�lltlgltt IICblllllytltbtlctlalll Wltclaa rMIJ:ym.t. ,  
Tile �e of Lablub became notorious u a llavea for 
Witches because back In the 1940's, a local legeadary 
Ogure, Tenyente Gulmo once lived In tbe area. Be 

apparently made people, partiealarly tile .Japaaese, believe 
that he was a Witch so that the Japanese soldlen wouldn't 
bother him. This was nothing more than an enterprising 
strate&Y aimed at proteding his wealth and properties. 
Jubal Gallaga, the son oftbe movie's director, claimed, Uke 
so many others before him, that he couldn't aet a handle on 
what it was about the mm tbat polarised opinion so. 
'HilVe tlley IICiuiJily &em tile movie'! If tlley lulven 't, then 
tlley 1uzve 110 l'lgltt to lllllke }lulgelflellt OIJ &Ometlllng tlley 
laUJw tlbsolutel1 notlllng llbollt. Alul lf  tlley ltiiVe seen lt, 
thmi���w�they�� 

'Ill the jfbn, "'Y fllllter Cl'ellled IJ .fldlo1ull towiJ clllle4 
Ptudllua. JlauJw t111.t IH!ctllue I spollie wit/a IIIJ' dllll dout lt 
bq'oretN 6egllla slulotblg. Tile IUJIItl! ofPtuiJIJDI Will.t claosm 
bectuue tile WltclaG Ill tile IIIOVIe sited 1/teb' •Id& Ptlltlltlla 
lfteiiiU "to peel" ba HIJlgtlyrloiL Tile Wllclla Ill the movie 
were 11111 portriJYetla bebtg El1ll or llllllldollll. 
'Tile JUm Is IIIOI'e of IJ trtlgedy of et'l'tR'S, the 1101'1'01' 

stemmliJg }tom " gross mlslllldentlllulll IJ Clltil.ftl'ophl 
Cllltllre sit� tn' 1110re IIJIProprlldely, clll.llr, If you will. 
'Tile Wltcllell }IUt Mlllt to be 141 tiiDiu, lt }ll8t 110 lulppetu 
t1ult tlrdr did llldluiD 11111111111 Jleah. We do IUJt tltlnk" lltm 
Is Evllftn' preylllg 011 gtJUI/,ell. ' 
150. SepteMber, 2(J()(J IIIJIIo, Tile Phlllppbles 'THE 
PIHLIPPINE DAILY ENQUIRER' 

Weird Tales From The 
Heart Of Nigeria 

Late last September, a story was doing tbe rounds across 
the city of Lagos that bepls with the driver of a 
motorcycle tu1, called an Okada, who picked up a female 
passenger one day an handed her a helmet. This Is strange 
eooup In Itself because no ooe in La,os, wears a helmet 
while riding a motorcycle. 
At the risk of 101111ding teDst, the woman puseager 
refused to wear tbe helmet beeaule sbe wu afraid to do 10 
would mess ap her balrstyle. She placed the belmet on the 
driver Instead whereapoD be promptly vanished. The 
motorcycle crashed a fe'w seeoads later. 
Other driven 1atllered aroand, SHaeODe recognised tile 
driver's bike, but his body had disappeared completely. 



Several people went road to his hoaae to break the aews 
to his family, but IDste8d they found the mls8tng driver 
stretched out OD bls bed, ID a Zombie-like state. Alld from 
tbe mouth of tbe Zombie moDef came forth, more mooey 
than any of those assembled bad ever seen. 
Tbe driVer, with 1be aid or bls ma&tc helmet, bad boped to 
turn his pasaencer Into just IUda a DaODef-lpewin& Zombie. 
Instead, be beame a victim of bls own sebemlng and waa 
never able to eajoy tbe rlcbts be souglat. 
The fad that many NJ&erlalu were qalck to accept this tale 
at faee value Is perhaps, a searlag Indictment of the state of 
the utioa foUowlna thirty yean of ..mtary mkrule •d 
corruption. People teu.d to dblg to ay bright tale or hope 
In tbe midst of the darkest despair. 
Aad as the ordinary periOD struggles to 1Uidentand llow 1t 
Is some people at least seem to be making money fn tb1s 
climate or economic ndn, It 11 aD-too easy to look to 
Wltcbcntt as being the possible explanation. 
And tbls atmotpbere of creduUty Is fostered further by the 
Nigerian newspapers who COIIStantly run a plethora of 
stories lavolvJn& Wltcberaft aDd ritual killings. 
In oae suda artide, a vldJIIl was aiJe&edly cau&bt and 
castrated wblle still alive, tlaeD deeapltated and the bead 
ad gadtals used In a ritual to produce wealth. 
'I tlma, tltlllk &liCit 6tOt1e& &11011111 be &en&lltlotulllze4 to 
eiUIIJie people to put tlllllk, "Oil, '11'& Afr1c1L It'& more 
tribtJ/Jsm, it's more prlnlltvlsm. It's &ome sort of llorrlble 
tlllllg t1u1t goes Oll&omewllere else, ' antbropoiOI)' professor 
Misty BasUan of Fraaklln & Manbal ln Pelllll)'lvanla. 
Dr BastbD, who ... beea cluisteDed with tile Dklmame tile 
StepheD KID& of Afrku aatlaropolocy becaale of ber 
Interest In tbele sort of tales, bellevet they coald be thoupt 
of a little more GlaD Urban Legends. Bat that's DOt to say 
that they don't actuaRy happen. 'Titey do. Bid tlte wide 
belief In sllcll &torla points to &��me deeper CIU7elll& Ill 
society. 
'Tills Is tlbollt tllmbtg people btto tile IUtbNite collllltOtllty, 
wldcll ls tile coiiUIIOdlty t1u1t JNlP you INidc. Tile Zombie 011 
tile bell la tile JID'fed blulge, 11 sort of A,/HcluiA.TM. 
'Titere t1n lW � rtlltlttlcr 011 tJuu crbnes. � 
1111eetlotill rqH»"U tlult tlte llvdy lltl!tiiiJ p/lly IIJIID JWl 'i/Ted. 
'17lb Tflbe& Jll'bllc fet�n llbold.ftlllbtg Wctlnt to rltlud klllen 
Ill' Oilier IIIISCI1IJIIIIo dulrtM:Ien. 
'Widcll ls wllytlleLIIgos Slllte ctnllllllulollerofpollce,Mlke 
Oklro, fOIIIUI lllmaelf 011 1UIIIolull tdevbloll glvbtg petlple 
tips 011 1UJw to IIVOI4 being lrllbulppe4for 11 ritJuJl killing. 
'Nigerllut }ollnullbt A.llwdl JIUIIbo's � of tile 
rltlulb 1Jeg1111 wllm lie recelve4 11 tip off tllllt IJ yo1111g girl 
lul4 b«n llllmltte4to lltnplllllwltll mrdi'«'edgmltllls. 
'SIIe gtJVe lllm enougll blfol7tllltloll to be llble to track down 
tile 11U111 respoiUlble. Mr Jtunbo IIJ1lii'OIICIIed lllm tlbollt 
luwlng tJrlbullperfOI'IIIellto mllke ldm wetllllly. 
'He MU glvDa 11 /bt o.fwlult 18 6� blcbldblg felltiW botly 

JHII1& Wllm Mr JIUIIbo 1814111111 tlult lt 'WOIIl4 k ltlll'tl18 get 
tllem, llewa.r aired for money butetul. 
'Tile IIIIIOIUitwtU llbollt Sl,(J(J(J. 
'By tills time, Mr Jum/Jo 11114 colltllcte4 tile police wllo 
��&slgnell 1111 IIIUiercover oJflcer to IICCOIIIJHIIIY lllm to tile 
11ext meetbag. A.nlulgement& were 1111111e for tile fUll rlllull, 
btcbulbag body ]llll'ts. But wllm tile tllly tD"1'lved., lt .,.,. tile 
poll« wllo slwwlll up Ill � Wild doclor'• lloiiiL Tile 
rltlulllat wa COIIVlcted of 11 serla of lltll1'ders. Mr JIUIIbo 
won 111111Wtlrd. 
Isak Ntebaus of the University or Natal In Durban, South 
Afrlea, claims tbere Is a long tradiUon In Africa or using 
body parts In wealtb-ereaUng rituals. 
'TIIere la " belief In the eUfciiCY of .IIIUIIIIII jlesll to IIUike 
tiJIIIgs lulppea. It wed to be rltlulls tJult were me1111t to 
]R'otlua rllbt, wlllcll woll14 raldt Ill coiiUIUIIUil lf1ellltll. 
Tllae t/6:ys7 tlte llbnla for bullvllbullelfl'ldunDU. 

'Bolly JNII'* tin bellewd to J1NU'W tltelr IIIIIXbniUrt power 
If sew!IY!tl � tM 11lctblt l.s llllve. Tile gellltllb ��re 
�clw&m bectuue�cretltheforce. ' 
3jtll SeptemiJD', 3(J(J(J Lllgos, Nlgerlll 'THE GLOBE AND 
MAIL '  

And Equally Strange 
Stories From Ghana 

The body of a woman lmo1m Ollly as Monlea was found 
recently on a patcb or wasteground close to her home In 
one or 1be run-down pettos th.t UUer tbe Glwlalan 
countryllde. 
Slle bad been strangled and the bones la ber wrists and 
lep bad been broken. Tbe 26-year-old was Uae 14th Ylctbn 
of a lel'tal-klller who bal beea plaplna tbe women of 
Ghana for the past two yean. Even wone, a total of 2S 
wemea have been foaDd ta .ct aroaa.d Accra, the upttal 
city. NaUonwlde, tbe tlgare 11, to date at least, 31. 
What ha disturbed eva� tile IIIOit bardeaed of poHce 
offtcers however, has beaa the sips tlaat Jaave labelled tile 
kllliags u being rltuallsUc, maybe evea Voodoo-Inspired, 
In orJ&In. Wbea the kiiUnp bepD back In 1998, they were 
dubbed "The Vampire kllllnp" by the media because of 
t1ae curio'- puacture DWks ro-d on some of the bodies. 
Otlaer 'Widlms were reported to laave laad tbe blood RCbd 
frolll their ftagertlpt. AB tile womea were found ID the 
early hours or the mondag, ..uct from the waist dowa, 
legs splayed, and surroaaded with ued and unased 
eondollls, wldcb seemed to Imply a saual motive for tbe 
•arden. 
AD bad been strangled, and In some cases, breasts and 
geat1a1s bad been IIIUtllatecL Seven of tile vldlml ftiDala 
UDideatUied and have beea buried by the police In 

.....nect uaves. 
Tile deeeased Monka's former best trtend, Abl&all Dakwht 
22, told reporten; 'MOIIIal .. " llwdy  � Wl')' 
Clll'lllg. E� 1't!lllly IIU4 11er  beCIIIIU slle MU &0 kbul 
IIIUI IJiretl tJ joke. Nobody latew lltlldt llbollt lter7 111111 &lie 
dltbt "t glt1eiJ ltJt "WWiY IJbollt ller penoiUil /Jfe - we 111411 "t 
eWII blow llel' IIII'IUIIIIe - IJIIt &lie lN& illwllys clleerftiL I 
blew slle luul 11 boyJHelul. Slle luJd •etaU a4 slle MU 
trylltg to .1/JVe 111011q for trtwel. De lat tbM I StJW ller MD 
on JIIIUUII'Y 21st, llut year, wim 1/le &1114 goodbye to me 
011t1111e tile biJr lll lltltbtl;.t. I 111#11, "See ,ou tomonow, " 
IIIUI tllm we -went Olll' sepertlte MIJ'S. At tllllt time of lllgllt 
Dllllso1111111 Is dllrk, with o1f9 tile Jcerosme 111111J1S of IJ few 
trtlllen to llgllt 11J1 tile IIUIIn I'OIM. I IU&MIM tlult MonlciJ 
tumed lllto Olle oft/le dllrk &#lie &treeb tlult W to ller IIOIIIe, 
dolll tllree miles awq. I lllwllp toldller to lilke "  t1a1, bllt 
slleW11111Uil18 save 111011q. 
� JN�Uer-lly dbcovned ller botly 011 ttfootiHill pltcll llt $:30 
tile next momlng7 ytll'tb .from ller llome. I could�� "t belleve 
lt. I 111111 to go to tile lftll1'glle to &U Iter &0 tllllt I knew lt WIU 
true. I cried for illlys ti1UI wa.t wry llfrlllll. I got so lleprased 
I 11114 to tiJke time oJTworlc. I'111 ten1Jie4 tlbollt going llome 
lit lllgllt. I lllwllys tiJke 11 IIJxl, lllllunl611 ytlll Cllll 't lllwiJys 
tnut tile tiiXl tlrtven. , 
Tlae fad that the polke Jaave proved to be entirely 
laefredaal In attempting to catda the ldller(s), lua8 led to 
people deciding they were left with Uttle option but to leek 
to take matters Into tbdr own baads. Last November, 
thousands marebed throup the streets of Aeera, 
demanding acUon. Tbe govememt was forced Into oft'erlng 
a f.7 ,000 reward for Information leading to tbe arrest oftbe 
ldller(s), a buge amount of money In Gbana. They even set 
up a speelal Inter-agency team to help coordinate the 
lnvestJ&atlon. 
AB to ao avaiL 



Tile fear 11 DOW tlat tllole reapollllble will aot be bro.pt 
to jastlce Ulllea the police bave m utraordlllary . stroU of 
luck. 
TV presenter Grace Omabdo replarly dlsalues the 
murders on her prop-ammes aad Is coneeraed at what she 
describes as a doak of aecrecy IIIIToundlng tbem. 
'We buJw some of tile wo���m were bleetlblg jt0111 llldr 
WJgbuu IIIUl tlull DIU girl was l'eJI01*tl lo lun1e IIU 
sometlllllg Cllt 0111 ofllerwlll/e .-.., 611/lllllve. We tll'e 1111 
Ill IM'IIiii*IIIUllunle t. re/t1 011 1'llllfllllr. 
!An �Mu ,..,..,.. rlbull kUibtp otWretl 6y • ,..,. or 

� bt JHMIIloiU OfJHifW!', tW D lt !IOIMtiiN Wo 1MIID ID 
pwtbiJ llllwomm beauue tlj'SDIIIdllbtg . ,..,..,. lu6s tlbne 
to lrllll? 
'Htwe lllllop$IG beelt tltiM 011 tllese WOIIIDI? We wlllll to 
buJw wlletller 1111y twgtiiU A4we beelt l'elltiWeiL q t1d6 lu6s 
� ltWOIIIIIIItllktlle tlulltlleMJMm 11n llebt61dlletl 
ftw tlldr twgt��U, 1MicA lll'e 6ebtg IIMil ftw YOWHitlo 
� nu rlllllllbtk ,.,.. oftJN � ,_ ,.  
WWHIImft¥11 llttlre felll'ftll. Wldletllelllll}tlrltyl1f'� 
��re pt'tldblag a.n.tltllu, 1111119 tllm to YotHitltl ftw llelllbtg,., 
tllvbultlolt 111111 wl.tii-.JIIIIbnelll. West AJHctl b 11ft wltll 
1'fllltiRin of]I«<JJIe IIIJdppltlces COIWIIIblg YOIMDopt'lab, 
wiJo lll'e.., to �  luultllla •IICI'IJI« to JIIIY*ct t1u 
pfMitJoft ofpolltldlllu """..,.,., oJ'/Idlll& , 
'Titere's 110 slltllke 'WitlluJIIt jlre, ' a aarkd trader by tlae 
ume of FloDa Pepera, told reporten. 'fJ7tGI 11111' so1t11en 
go to JIPtfor tile Ulllletl Nllllolu, !IOIIIe qfllle loJI-I'tlllldllg 
oJJicen JN1Y Yoodoo pt'lab 1ot3 of lllllllq fill' proledlOII 
1'lllulls. Wlua people get 111111 JN1Wer tiJq tll'e H qfrtlltl of 
lo6blg lt, tllq wlll dD aytlabag to llllllg 011 lo ll, nell sed 
DID tlu 6lotNI of� IIIUI bib of tlub' 6tNila ftW t1u 
rlbuJJ&. I 111ft • tlewJ.t Cll,.,.,_, 111111 160 ID ciUircla ne17 
&uullly, but tllere'!l 110 1uzmt  la going Ill the Yt�Hoo print 
wllen )'Oil 11re Ill troiiiJie. It lltu lldpetl�t�e 111111fY times. Bllt 
wlult tltese puple lll'e dolftg 1!1 Evil. ' 
The daughter or aaother vkUm, Deborah Hea•lo•, 29, last 
set eyes upon her motber, Comfort, SS, wllal she vlllted 
her at work OD 4tll April, 1999. Just 24 hours later, 
Comfort's half-nabd body was discovered, laid out lib tile 
othen, oa a ltretda of wnteland la Daalomaa, aear to her 
home. She bad beea waltiDg for m early naondag tu1 to 
take her to tbe marbt where the sold lc:ed water. Her 
husband, Muwell, • retired teacher, bad alwaya 
prnloasly walbd Iter to the tul raDk, but 1111fortanatdy, 
sbe bad sneaked oat early tban usual tbat mol'lllng, not 
willaln& to dlltarb ldJL Not IUI'pl'lsln&ly, Muwell has beea 
toi'JIIelltecl by guilt aad has gone OD record a stating that 
be will aever be Hie to forgive hlmlelf' for wbat Jaappeaed 
to bll wtfe. 
It was 18Veral lloan after tbe body bad been foaad tllat tbe 
pollee wen IDfonaed via a phoae-ln radio slaow. 
Tra:tcaDY, Deborah also caught that broadcast, ad lme1f 
strai&Jit away tbat tile vktbn was her motber. 
'I htlllllll IIWftllfedbag. Slle WGS so !ltrollg 11114 energetic, 1 
co111411 't lmllgllle ller tlybag IJJce lllb. Bllt lt was cletlr site 
lul4 put IIJIII fltnl/l6/e bectlll&e ller clotJaa lPel"e tom. 
'Tid!lluu beea 11 ID7'll* blow to tile fa111.1. My ftllller 1!1 110 
tJae 11111111! wltluHit IlD. But DIU' Jlllbt will 1IDt stop t1u 
ldJJbtp. Tltq lll'e gobt• *' 60 till for • W'l')' IDitg 1b1te. ' 
Ellzabdh Abpala, eDCUtlve director of AdTocates for 
Gender Equality, bdleYes limply that the police .uttude 
towards tbese cases Is lftlst In ofllln. 
'Thdr rebu:tluu:e ID Clllcll t1u killer 1!1 11 rt!Jiedloll of tile 
wqwome�� tll'e !IUII a llf(erlor bebtgs IIIAJHc& Tlds yettr, 
tllere luu beelt 11 llllll'tler IU!III'ly every lltOIIIIJ, 111111110 Dlle Is 
t#obl6 1111)'111bt6 IIINHd IL We tll'e 11111blllle, 111111 tile DCC11U 
tllq IIU for lUll bwatlptlllg ]ll'tiJiet'ly Is ID M}' tlult llll tile 
lPOIWJI killed were JII'Oflllblta 77uy were IUJt -IIIIMt tJf'tllellt 
wen tlvMien tiiUI � Atul e1fal lftltq wel"e 

pt'06tlblta, tiUit I!J· IUI exc�Ue. Dq MW lltiiiiiDw, .,...., 
wl'les llllll .. ;.ten, lllllltkluultlltt Cftttll tiM!Ir ftmtiiJn b 
tnJglc. , 
12tlt Ocfoller, 2(J(J(J Glullul, AjtlctJ 'DAILY MANC 
.MAGAZINE' 

The Cursed Ford Ca·pri 
We'Te COllie acroa tbla type of story before, so we caa't 
help but woader 11 tills Is a cue of coloddeace, urban 
legend, outright lnveatlon or gross stuplcHy on the belaalf' of 
tbe pei'IOD wbo bought tbe vehicle wltll tile 'Satanic' 
regbtntloll plate. 
Wludever, tbe fact tlaat Keltb Tagllaferro'a car'• 
reptratlon plate Is ARK 666Y, Jlal, accordln& to our 
Intrepid DIOtorllt, c•trtbutecl to tile fon.wln& •hllaps and 
nm of m rortuae. ... 
Oa ... tint fJfl« drive, ICelth was ltiWk by a bolt of 
ltptallc-.YCMI'd lan'e tboapt be .apt laave taba tbe 
ldat...But ao... 
'lbe wheels ca.pt tire DGt lea& after. 
A lady l'dald claimed to have 1ee11 a phantoiB lltUng ID the 
back teat orae veldde. 

· Alld JIM'ldawla wottlq oa tbe ar were left lhMID& la 
tear • lt aucldealy and aueeoaatably beg• rocklag IDd 
emlttlag ....... ..... 
'fblnp cot 10 bad, Kettll decided to eall oa the pnaeater of 
'FORTEANTY,'tlae good ol' Reveread Llollel Flldlaorpe, 
to see If be co.ad 'exorcise' tile car. AI 1• may haYe heard 
In a receat TV llltenlew, Llolael was left Dl)'ltUied wbal 
tbe contalaer lllled wltll Holy Water JJecan to beat up as be 
sprinkled lt OD tbe bonDet. 
Kelth appears to llave ftnally seeo MDSe aad Is currently 
looJdn& for 10me other mt�� to purcllase tile 1912 motor. 
In ID Interview for the LWT teries'MOTORING 
MADNESS, ' he told the pretelden; � wAo COIItel 
btto CDIItiM:t wltll tluJt Clll' lull SDIIIdllbtg IM4 lulppea ID 
tllt!m. 
'I tolll 11 wtm14111 tdJtnd lt IIIUI slle ""'6 tile 11at 11U1t71b16 Ill 
!Ill)' slle'tlluul• CIYI.III llllllwrltlell ller DWII CID' Dff. 
'I tmee Jokb161¥ pllt • p/JIIto of tile CID' Ill jttJIIt of lilY !1011 
Dellll '• goiiiJ&II lllllk llllll lo/4 tile jlsll; "Look, tllere's tile 

iullultetl Cllr. , 
'Next tllly tllejbll IIWI. 
'A.Iull'Pe IUJtlce4 llogs, Ho 11N MJ1JNISN ID k 1W)' 11W11H 
of the •JIIrlt .,.� ,..,. 't go ,_,. lt. (I'm not sarprlled. 
They're probably worried lle'D sUck a photo of that blasted 
car to their aoae and teD them they're damDed to burn In 
Hell for aD et.emlty .. ..JUit tor a JauP, like - Ed) 
'Tile CIU'!I tlt;/lllllez, Cllnl!ll. It's e��a� 171lltbag 119' lovd 
lj'Ll'm Wlgle IIIUIIUJ W0111a11 wllllunle lite wlllle 1/ult¥ tills 
Ctll'. ,  
Kdth, 44, ldls Dalllber plates, md foolishly thoagbt be'd 
stumbled apoa a real biJ'Ialn wbea be bought tbe car, 
complete w1t1t Its 666 plate, for a mere &l.SO four yean 
earlier. (Lordy, laasll't he ever seea or read 
'CHRIS71NE?? 
Keltb, or Eastboume, Sussex, oaee beletved beyond 
doubtlag tbat he could easily sell tbe Caprt for a nice Udy 
proftt. 
Not DOW though. 
Not UDiea tbe po.t of Ande Cannlngh•m pats In aa 
appearuee. •• 
'It's Oltly llt1W tlult l i'CIItelftiJer tile ftll'lllet' tnmer rag me 
IIJIIIIIIl J1IYidlalllY kgged lite to llrly tJae Cllr. 
'He t1rove ,. milD to 4elWer lt ID me IIIUl t1u1t dlly we IIM 
tMe oft/le wont !IIUIW lklrllls lll lllstDty. 
'He C0111411'tlNitlo get rl4 DfiL 
'I CIUI !IeewltylltiW. '  
13111 � ::IIJIIIJ � Suuex 'SUNDA.Y 
PEOPLE' 



Walking On The Night 
Side Of Nature 

A brand aew book by autboress Joyce Miller, covering all 
aspects or Scottish folklore aad eatltled, tm•glnativdy 
enough; 'MTI'H AND MAGIC,' laas hit the book ltores 
receatly, Ita coateats beJJ12 or apedal lllterest to readers ot 
our ldullble pablicatloa. 
.Joyce told a reporter from a Sullday IUiaziDe that tile 
reuoas bellllld laer peiiDiDa the tome are to Jaelp provide aa 
aaswer to aome or life'• more IDtrlplag everyday 
'sapentiUoas.' 
. 'How ojlea dD you Mrlk ruuler • llltllled Not • lot, If' you 
Cllll tiVOI4 11, rm •we. Allll lulw IMII)' of you crou your 
jlllgen for 6ootl bid, or t11row .,uie4 llllt tner )'OIU leJI 
slunlltlert (}lut ID be 011 tile •llf'e sllle, ofCtiiii'Je). 
'7'1u111;. we 1'lll'd;y lllld IIINRit lllae luiMb tit' tllutJu t11e11t 
- telllg "jut � , tlu IJell4'l jtolll tMiclt tltq 
•:WL1411te f11171Ml tile core o.f SctJitJM life }at • few 
.,.,.. .. 
'111 111)' IJool, tllere 11re • wu1tll of8111rla ct1tW'IIIg Mclelll 
Sctiii&IJ rlllulb,falhwb, I/IDIIG Mlllqeluls. 'IIu!l'e lll'ellbil 
1111119 slfa Ill Ylsll, .,.f� Jlllrla lllllllldl� ucll 
a tk tiW llllout tlu RDIJba HIJOII..type FIIDIG tlult tllslletl 
Ollttlufiii'IIID''•IIIOIIeJ'IolaiiUU,eflletllfltlrker 
'Before ...,..for 1ft)' PILD, I work4a ll ,.,..e llllllwwa 
� 111/'01'111 Dflletllllt6 tlultlf'el'e ptYICibetlbej'ore tile 
llbelttofiiiiJtlerllme4ldlle. 
'1 1Uibe4 111111 • IJJt of ilellllllg wa tl6tHit good blck. 
Festlvtlb, lljferlllgi iiiUl SD 1111 were to eiUIIft Cllllle were 
lutllllly 11114 cropsjtllgW. Otlulllg ,_,. jlllgen MD tlbtHit 
.,.,. -,. � oftlu Cllrldlllt CI'OU wtllll4 Wtll'4 
IIJTEvlllllflllulpeJWI:y "'*'6�fortluN. 
'Some lle&ft were bttenultltlluiJ 77te ltletl o.f�Yider 
11114 tylll6 clotlu ID wdb Ill tile lu1pe of llelllblg MD 
Jll'fldbetl IICI'DSJ Europe tllld still /uqlpeiU ,. Scotllllul, 
C'yJ1171611114JtqHIIL 
'Tkl'e's tea 11 clullt6e lll llltlllule IIJWtll'6 � 
llell#l* ,. tile llut cellbuy, Mdllltlre ]let1JIIe lll'e llelvbtglllto 
tlu .,,U IIultwe uudiD lh¥ by. 
'Wew � IIIIIN Mllbt6 111 ,..,....,, 111111 lftlll'e 
t1pDI-IItbuletL &lme fatlwlb, slldt ar BeiiMu:, luwe beelt 
relawtlle4 ll«ase petJJJie 1Wiltte4 /unP pM t1Jq ��re ft1r 
ctlllllllllllll 
'Tills� IIIMJ e;qlilbu tlu ,.,.,.JIIIIIIIIIIrlq bl 
� nMt:fMa _, llwnqll4 
� rellldla tire lllre rlbullJ ,. tlult tllq lltYoltle 

fllllll. 77te New Age bellefbl crplllb edloa .,. lllldellt l4ell 
t1u1t some 6llma llave JM11k11111r powers. �  11 
1J1SD INuetiM rltluJb lllltlllse ofllll/bu'tlll'aliiii'C4 
'7Jie riiiiM 11114 6elleft tlult,. Dill' lllfCaiDn lulpe """ 
eJqi/IIIMtl tile 1N)' tile wtll'lll Mll te..,. Ill ,.... Ill tile 
..... oftluduucll.,.,6dmt�Jk�IIJinMiatlu 
1,. �� tllnlbt6 tile W'tll'lll o.f lltllfllc llllll apfl!ry 
IIJidle ....._ I prefer Ill brttlple tlutJl FMI"'e llllb t1re 11t11re 
tlta Plct � 111111 tluJt � 1111111q 4t1WII • 
wdliiiUlllfllkbag • ._, b. wortlly llrw!stlnellt. 
7tA Octoller, :JIJOO Scotlti1ul 'THE SUNDAY POST 
.MAGAZINE' 

''"'AY Tt-re lilTM ,ART 1il 
The Ollly Prlday 13th or the Mlllelull.- year wu atrorded 
DIUdl tbe same level of lrratlolull fear, au1ety and 
downright dread by people who, yoa woald tblak, ought to 
bow better ••• 
As amntnc as tt may 1ee111 1a ttaese so-a11ec1 •rattoaal, 
Jo&lcal times,' places or work woald doabCieu be suft'erlllg 

stall' lhortages u their employees nag ID m at the 
prospeet or lettblg root beyOIId the safety or tbelr doon OD 

- this date.. 
Exp1aDat1oDa aa to the orlgla of tlds aapenUtloa are u 
DUIIlei'OUS as the legion or shoddy teqae1s 8lmed ID 
'lloaoar' or tbe hockey-mask wearlag killer or Camp 
Crystal Lab. 
Flntly, the number 13 belt aa lllsplre a fear tbat 11 
Jmowa by psycholoptl as 'trllklldekapbobla.' Tile tena 
panskavldeb-trlapllobla (la Its llmplest terms, 'tear or 

· Friday 13tll) was later coiDed to ldeatlly thole spcedftcally 
afraid or tbat OlldDoul date. 
la the aot-so-good-ol' US er A, tlaere are aa estimated 21 
lllillloa mtreren or Udl IIUIIady. (But tllell, what do you 
npect of a aaUon tlaat can't even coant the votes of a 
presldeatlal electloa properly?). 
Sadly fer the atllkted, tbere Is always lobi& to be at least 
oae Jl'rlday 13tll eacb ad wery year. s.ae yean t11ere are 
two, rarely time (DIGit rec:eatly la 1998 aact tbe am 11 sue 
to occur la 2009). ADd If tbe date bappeu to coladde wttll 
ae evcat of a fall 1110011, t11e11 watch out... Tradltloa dictates 
u.at violent cr11ae ..a Jllelltal lllaea w11 be the order oru.e 
clay. 
Accordlll& to popular foldore, certaiDiy In the Westena 
world uyway, 1t would be eDI'aaely foolhardy to embark 
upo11 a buslaea venture, tab a trip, or get IIWTied oa 
Friday 13th. Sucll eaterprlsel c. ODiy ead Ill flundal 
111111, jounley's lato tlulter ad a llfeCime ofheartadae. 
Sufleren wiD be IOI8eWbat relieved to bow that t1aere are 
remedlel .ad dw'JDs tllat ea be employed to ward oil' tile 
EvD ldueDce of u.e date... nae llldllde four-leafed 
cloven or wllhiD& oa a star (If you're lucky e11011gla to be 
able to view • celeatlal body tllrotlgla tbe perMDial cloud 
bak ttaatt• covered mucll of Brttala alace, oooll, oae day 
ID early May, last 'IUI8IIIel"). 
Altenlattvely,. yoa caa toss colas lllto a wlsblag weD or 
fCMIIItala, or toe to barDIIlg a old pair or lOCks oa top or 
• JDOUDtaiD. 
The supentltlon Is aapposed to uve ltl orJ&Ias la tile 
a.bryoak yean of �. Biblical refereaces lnd1lde 
tile 13 people praeat at the Lalt Supper aad the beUeftllat 
tile CndtiDoa took place oa, of aB dates, Friday 13th. 
Some tbeologlaDI also daba tlult Adalll accepted tiMt ate. 
of J'orblddea Fnllt • a Friday ad tlaat CaiD ldlled bll 
brother Abel OD a c:lllcolacertll lilallar date. 
None aythology too, appean to have viewed the a&lber 
13 la a lea tllaD taYoarable light. 
Lokl, the God of � was oace the IIDIDvlted pest at 
a baaquet ID VaiUia. The God or Ltpt, Ballaar was killed 
as a re1111t ofLold't praeace. 
Aadalt Nonemea also tied 13 Dots ID tlldr hangm•w's 
DOOie. 
A Wltdlel Cov• 11 IUpiiOMCI to c011111t or 13 acolyte�, aad 
13 was recardecl by tbe Clu1ICialll8ed R0111a111 to be tile 
--.. or tbe Dml, wldllt tile CldDele have loll& 
111terpretec1 t3 to be u.e IIUIIIbeF or obstacles placed m u.e 
way or 1ooc1 fortae. 
Bat Ht everyoae, lt seems, conslden 13 to be exclaslvely 
ualucky. Tbe MeDcaas, for eumple, believe tlaat tile 
IRIIIIber symbollta ae .. .ac� eneraY ID paeraL ne 
Jewlsll Cabala, too, cOIIftnls Its lucky status: The Book or 
MOleS makes refereace to 13 attributes or God, a:nd tile bar 
lllltzvall celebrates tbe pauiPg tr.- tbe carefree days or 
dllldllood lato the (aot always to p-eat) ... or achlltlaood, 
at the ace or 13. 
AI for Friday taelf, wel, fiVery Friday Is collllclered a 
fortunate day across ScaadaaaYia. Tbe word Friday coma 
from the Aaglo-Suoa ·�,,possibly a dertvatloa or 
Jl'rla, tile None God Of Love. 
Aad wldle we're 1t 1t, Veadredl, tbe French for Friday, 
derives trOBI Veau, tile ROIDM Goddess of Love. May 



acton believe Friday to be an especially proptuoul day, 
often Insisting that they only sign new contracts on that 
particular day. 
Charles Dickens was said to have begun writing aD hJs 
books on a Friday. Even Stock Market traders on wan 
Street regard Friday 13th as a lucky day. OVer the past 
three years lt has occurred nve Umes and each time the 
market has risen substantially. 
Amongst the Hst of celebrity paraskavldekatrlaphoblcs we 
can Include Wlnston ChurcbW and Franklln Roosevelt, 
who both avoided traveDing on that day. Even the Royal 
Family has also been known to avoid the dreaded number. 
Princess Margaret'• birth wu DOt oflldally recorded 
Immediately as the registratJon number was 13. The family 
waited three days unUl another baby was registered so 
Margaret could have tbe number 14. 
As for the disasters associated wttb Friday 13th, well, In 
the 19th century, we bave the disappearance or the Royal 
Navy's HMS Friday, folhring wldch Lloyd's would not 
Insure any ship laundaed oa Friday 13th. Even today, the 
US Navy wm avoid launchiDg a lblp on Friday 13th. The 
Aades airline crash also occurred oa Friday 13th, 1970, 
when the survtvon were forced to eat the bodies of thole 
who had perished (dramatbed of coune, In the Gttemdy 
harrowln& movie �') 
TileD there was the 01-fated Apollo 13 launch (also made 
Into a htpJy successful ftlm) took place, remarkably, at 
13:13 hours, whereupon an explosion In tbe fuel cell 
aborted the mission on April 13th. At least that tale had a 
happy encllq, tboap. 
In the 1920's, 13 people ut down to dinner at the Savoy 
Hotel ID London. Tbe foDowblg day, their host died. Since 
then, whenever there are 13 people for dlmler at the Savoy, 
the hotel provides an extra seat and places a statuette of a 
black cat called Kaspar on the chair. 
In France, a company actually exists wblch will always 
provide a last-minute 14th guest for dbmer parties cursed 
with the dreaded number. 
or course, many of those ubiquitous bard-nosed sceptics 
are predictably faiJin& over themselves In a bid to debunk 
the whole supersUUon. The London Tblrteen Club, formed 
In tbe late 19th century by JOUI'Dallsts, replarly meets to 
mock superstition by spiDing salt, opealog umbrellas 
lndoon and waDdng oa cradal ln the pavemeat. 
The Friday The 13th Club, bued ID Philadelphia, has been 
meeting for 63 yean and celebrates the day by brealdng 
mlrron, walldng under ladden and crossing tbe paths of 
black cats. 
Greek-bom Nkk Matsoukas emJ&rated to the Ualted 
States, arriviq OD February 13th, 1917. Be was the 13th 
chDd of Ills family and his name cooslstd of 13 letten. Be 
formed the National Commltte Of TbirteeD Against 
SupentltloD, Prejudice And Fear. 
13tll October, 2000 Gelteral 'DAILY EXPRESS. ' 

The Curse Of The 
Black Cat 

Before you read oa, let me just tell you that this is not quite 
the type of snippet you might be a;pecting from the 
somewhat misleading heading •••• 
Nope, the 'cune' we're referring to here, concerns a pet 
rescue centre that apparently cannot find homes for the 
supposedly m-omened black eat. 
Of a 124 felines at the Mayhew Animal Centre, In Kensal 
Green, North London, nearly laalf are black. 
Animal care manager Helen Betts, Is In no doubt as to why 
tbis should be; 'BIIlck Cllts tll'e tll,/]lciUt to re-llome becluue 
peopk 11re supentltloiU llbout t11e111. Some IWodilte t1um 
wltJJ WltcllcrlljiiiiUI EviL Wltla tile IIJIPI"OIIdl of Hllllow«a,. 

� get coiiUIIDIU IIU; "1 doll 't W11111 11 blllck Cllt, tltq're 
llllluclcy. " 
'Somepeoplethlnkthey'res� 11 borlngcolourtllldlllllke 
11 /Jee-llne for the gingers IIIUI tllbbles. 
'Others wou14 lldluiJly rtl1ller llave 11 bit of 11 
dljJermt-coloure4 Cllt th1111 11 wltole bllu:k one. It luiS nen 
beeen ellS/er to jllulllomesforCilbwlth tluee legs!!/ 
Alul even those wiJo do decide they wllllt 11 bllu:k c11t tll'e 
SOIIU!tbrta not to be truste4. 0ru:e 11 WOIIUIII C11111e bJ IDkbtg 
to see 11 blilck c11t. Bill 11 l'Obulteer overlle��rda COIIW!I'SIItloft 
that revealed that slle WID 11 WlkiJ wiJo lf1flllled the cat for a 
ceremony. I'm not sure wllllt lhls llwolvell, but you Cllll rest 
IWUI'ed slle dJ4n 't get the c11t. ' 
29tll Oclo1Jer, 2000 Mqllew, KeiUIIl Green, NortiJLoluloll 
'NEWSOFTHEWORLD. ' 
We're reminded or another example or paranoia 
coaurntag eats of a wholy ebon shade, wldch we lndude 
here from our tllel; 
Back ID April, 1995, a DOIIIad by the aame of Goma 

Salama, murdered three of his children because be claimed 
he was told to do so In a dream by a black cat. Gomaa, 
who halls from Cairo, Egypt, strangled his 13-year-olcl and 
his seven-year-old ctaapter and killed another SOD, named, 
spooldly enough, Salem, with a spear. 
Ills heartbroken wife later stated that Mr Salama had beell 
aufl'erlng from hallucinations for yean, and regularly 
abused his chlldrea. 

.Hell Wants To Becom.e 
Halloween Town 

BusiDeumen to the US town, cllrlsteDed w1t1a the 
less-than-deJi&btftd aame of Hell, laave jobled forces to an 
attempt to utilise its monlker by maldDg it 'the Halloween 
capital of the world.' (F111111y, I tllways tllougllt tlult tltk 
lttul abY!Iuly beelt batt1we4 IIJIOII eltller HlllldoiiJielll, 
IllllloU, or the dolllllba of Jack Skelllnglo11 -Ell) 
Tbe Mlcldgan town has already proved to be extremely 
popular with tourists - 1t1 post omce regularly attracts 
unhappy tupayen who visit especially for the 'Bdl' 
postmark. Local bustnes•an John Colooe soupt to � 
In further by opening 'SCREAMS' which he describes as; 
'the scariest lee t:retiiii]HII'loiU'OII elll'tll. ' 
The Chamber of Commerce was also enterln& Into the 
(ahem) spirit of thlags, by alowing Us omces tobecome 
'haunted' every thirty mlautea. For half an hour'• duntloa, 
the bullcUngs will be radl:ed with 'ghostly' sounds le; 
bumps, knocks and bangs, u weD u 'spooky sights.' 
Sounds er, terrtying, I'm sure you'll agree. •• 
Pam .Kekes, wbo has Bved In Hell since 1988, told 
reporters that sbe liked the Ideas and welcomed the 
direction Mr Colone Is taking the town. 
'BIIslc11�, HeU /uu lllwllys luul tJull coiiCqlt. I tlllnk Jolul 
Colo11e Is simply trying to cretlte IIUICII more of 11 ftlllllly 
llllltposp/lere liS OJilltMedto tlu!WII)' lt 11114/leen prevlotuly. ' 



IDiert your own ultra-cynkal 'The Amertcan Dream ·Goes 
To Hell,' joke here, tryou please-•• 
26111 September, 2000 HeU, Mlcldgtm 'THE DETROIT 
NEWS' 

Time's  Dark 
Laughter: 

The Cosmic Joker's 
Latest Pranks 

A BATCH OF PRE I I Y 
HOPELESS CRIME 

And pride or place this Issue must simply go to Mattbew 
WDDams, a Doug-n-Dave wannabe from Bourton, Devlzes. 
Mr WDams told reporters that Ills 'lllisslon' was to pat 
aad end to the mydery IUI'I'OUildiDg the formation of Crop 
Circles, once and for all. He attempted to carry out ldl goal 
by snealdng through the wheat fields of Wiltshire In the 
wee boun before dawn armed with planks, bamboo stldm 
and a scribbled colledlon or geometrk ulculaUons. 
Together with a l'ltend, be spent three consemttve Dlpts 
creating a seven-point star shape In fteld or ftattened grass. 
1be Intended target or this bout or houlng was Professor 
Mlchael Gllckman, 'a world authority on Crop Circles,' 
wbo often ascribes a paranormal oplanation to the 
fonnation of said Circles. 
It was Matthew's Intention to prove that even the more 
complex shapes were easily reproduced by human bands 
and with no assistance required from otherwordly forces. 
Unfortunately for Mr WUIJams, the only result of his 
etrorts was a court appearance and a fine of £100 for 
crlmtnal damage to tbe farmer's fteld. Matthew was tbe 
lint penon In Britain to be charged In connection with the 
making of a Crop Circle, although quite how the 
aforementioned Doug 'n' Dave IIUIIIaged to get away with 1t 
for so long (If their stories are to be believed, If course) Is a 
mystery rtpt up there with er, what is the' phenomenon' 
behind the creation or the Circles. 

stepllen CIHI'ord, defending Matthew at Devtzes 
Magistrates court, said; 'Tile crop rai!ID'cller •11141t wan 't 
possible for luulullu to cret11e lt. My ciJent's desire wa 
prove Mr Gllckmlln wrong. '  
Professor GDckman elected to ull the boys In blue after 
receiving an e-maD from Mr WiDiams. The houer had also 
broadcast a picture of his work on the Internet, and 
Wllllams freely admitted wbat he Jaad done and 'went btto 
some dettlllllbout ll.ow lie did 11. ' 
Roger Jones, proseeatmg, said In court; 'Mr Wllllllms 
•lu1well110 1llllll«. He tiUJugltt tile f111711 belongedtoiiiUJitller 
ftznnerwllo IIGtbl 't oiJ}ectedto Ov1p Clrda In tile pat ' 
Matthew had been Informed that be would aot have bad to 
go to court If be botbered to IIDd out who owned tbe lleld 
llrst. 
'We •"Uest that beft�re y011 go 1'lllllllng •oiUUI IIUikblg 
lll1/fldlll circles yo11 get pennluloftfrom wlloever OWIIS tlae 
Jlel4 ,  magistrate Geoft'rey OileD told him. 
Damage to tbe wheat, at Manor Farm, West Overton, was 
eiCIIaated at £200. Farther daalage wu uated by people 
tnmpUng across tlae fteld to aee tt. 
la the wake of tbls case, aa ..-epeatant Mr WllllaJu told 
reporters; 'Tile pllbllc •e beba6 colllle4. Tile lltll}orlty of 
0op Circles tire IIIIIIHIIIIIIe, llltiUJilg/1 I do believe SOIM tll'e 
tluWOI'kOftlte]HII'tiiUJIIII'IIL ' 
Meaawblle, Profeuor Glkbwl uld that he wu delighted 
widl the result of the prot�eCutlon. He furtber stated that 
there bad beeD 150 circles tbls year of which aeven or eight 
were possibly mm-made. 
'Mr Wllllllltls '.t pattem was 110t IIJI to 8tiJIUitlrtl ,.,.._,. 
Tllese f0171U11lom IIJ1Pell1' Ill 11 Jlll.tll tiiUl •e Vt'l)' btlrll:tlle.. 
Sowlao'sworldngfortheseluHixentlleiJ,Micltlldlulgelo?' 
1111November, 1000 Bo�Devkes. 'DAILY MAIL '  

••• A couple of lutldess bank robben were easOy caught 
by tbe ponce when a 23-stoae omcer got himself stuck In 
tbe revolving door, effectively blocking tbelr exit. 
As a way or nabbing criminals, lt was decidedly 
unortbodo.x, but nontheless successfuL 
15tll Odober, 1000 New Ytri:, USA 'NEWS OF THE 
WORLD. ' 

*** And In LUJe, France, a woman took lt upon herself to 
attaapt to rob people utilising the services of a ferocious 
mouse to acquire her 111-&ottea gains. 
Sbe terrorised the city's sboppen by thrusting the Uny 
rodeat Into their faces and clewndlng their money. One 
IDotber was so afraid at tbe slgllt of tbose razor-sharp teeth 
that sbe simply dropped ber balldbag and lied the scene. 
PoDce t1na11y located the IIIOIIJe, called Jerome, In tbe 
woman's pocket. The 19-year-old (the woman, not tbe 
mouse, one presumes) was �entenced to 100 hours 
community service. 
'I1IIe tbree-lnch long Jerome hal been let otr rather Jl&htly 
aad laas been lfven a home ID a local pet shop. 
1601 JIIly�Lille, FriiiiCe 'DAILY EXPRESS. ' 

*** Meanwblle, over ID Gennany, a man armed with a 
pistol held up a clothes shop and deJnanded, or aD things, a 
bag full or Ughts and knickers. 
Polke later said that the m-, who bunt Into the 'Oothes 
Chest,' store shortly before dotln2 time, demanded cash 
but was told by the owner that tbe till was empty. 
Instead he made good his escape with underwear worth 
about £125. 
Tile female owner of the shop in Brandenbarg state told 
the robber aD of that day's customers bad paid by credit 
card. 
We're reminded ot tbat classic •PyiJIOII'sketcll where Jobn 
Cleese attempts to rob a store, only to discover that be Is In 
a ladles underwear shop. After enquiring whether tbere Is 
ay other goods available, or any cash In easy-to-carry 



bags, he finally shrugs and says with a sigh; '.Just a pair of 
panties then, pleale.' 
17tlt October, :ZotHJ BrtuUieltbuJ'6 Genntuty REUTERS 

GUNNING FOR 

TROUBLE 
A buneh of wolf-hunten ac:c:ideatally ahot dead their 
80-year-old c:ompanlon who was mlmkldng (hugely 
convincingly, one assumes) tbe animal's sounds. 
At ftrst, the four hunters had claimed that Nlkaloas 
Kavalakls died after accidentally shooting himself. PoUce 
Investigating the case however, later managed to secure a 
confession that K.avalalds was shot by Abdl Mebmetoglou, 
58, after being mistaken for a wolf In tbe forest near Sount, 
150 miles northeast of ThessalonBd, Greece. 
28111 Allgll6l, 2IJ(J(J � Gr«ce 'UVERPOOL 
ECHO; 

*** And In an eerlly slmDar use, would-be joker Pierre 
Berton, 41, was shot In the backside by his brother, Lucas, 
after be hid behind a bush and did an lmpressloa of a boar 
grunting In the middle of a wild pig hunt!!! 
23rd J�, :ZotHJ �, F'rtllt« 'NEWS OF THE 
WORLD. ' 

*** Two partners who were worldag In a record store In 
New .Jersey, USA, were engaged ID a spot of rehenal 
aimed at what they should do If they were ever preeeat 
when the shop was being robbed. Everytblng was going 
swimmingly unUI the one acting as the assistant 
acddentany shot dead tbe one who was acting out the role 
of the robber. 
29th October, 2(J(J(J New Jersey, USA.. 'NEWS OF THE 
WORLD. ' 

* ** Another dllutrous mix-up Involving mlsdlreded 
gun-play occurred In Paderborn, Germany ••• 
A would-be robber (the real thing, tills time) sauntered Into 
a bank pointing a pistol, but pankked when he spotted a 
guard, and somehow wound up shooting hJmself In the 
bottom as he attempted to hide the gua In his back pocket. 
Tbe unfortunate Peter Hoelleler was rushed to hospital 
with a hi&bly embarrasstn& buttock wound and later 
charged with attempted robbery. 
29tll Oclober, 2(}()() Ptulerbom, Gentuury 'SUNDA. Y 
PEOPLE. ' 

When Fate Turns Its Back. .. 
Hont M.eder, 43, had most eertaiDiy auec:eatully mapped 
out hll 'Final DeltlaaUon,' Jut AutumD. 
Flrstly, he ac:c:ldentally drove Into a telegraph pole before 
plunging down a twenty foot embukmeat and crashed 
straight through a fence In Wurburg, Germany. 
Amazingly, he stepped from the veblde virtually Ullharmed 
and began walking along the road for assistance ••• Where he 
was promptly knocked down by a truck which struck him 
dead. 
3rtlAIItpUt, 2(}()() Wurblll'g, Gemuuly SUNDA. Y MA.NC' 

*** A peasloner by the name of Ralpb Page had faltht\dly 
promised hls wife that he would never pay a visit to a strip 
joint. 
But not long after she died, the 87-year-old promptly went 
to just about the raUDCblest club he could IIDd In Detroit. 
One of the strippers there spotted him a,dn drauecJ him 
on stap. She then took off his shirt, smothered him In on, 
wbereupoa be cUed of a heart attack. 
WeD, I guess there about a bUUoa wone ways to go. 
3r4September,Delrolt, U&-f 'NEWS OF THE WORLD' 

*** VIrginia Slmpson was taking a bath whilst llstealng to 
the oldest crooner In town, Tom Joaes, sln&lnz the 

(laexpUcably, despite featviag the very lovely Nlna 
Persson) hit 'BURNING DOWN THE HOUSE,' when a 
tire suddenly broke out In her kitchen. 
3rdJ�, 2000 Essa,Devo11 'SUNDAYPEOPLE' 

*** Also experiencing synchronistic trouble with Ores was 
oae Erlk. Wllbted, a farmer who drove his burning lorry 
Into the nearest town for help and ltarted a blaze. •• At the 
ftre station. 
He decided to park the hay truck alongside two huge 
wooden doors which suddeuly burst Into Dames at the 
depot In Forssa, Finland. 
3rd September, Forsst�, Flnlllnd 'SUNDAY MA.NC' 
*** Naney Burrow& wu 10 eoncerned for the eec:urtty of 
her home that she hit upon the Idea of planting a row of 
rosebushes directly In troat of her lounge window after 
reading how they are supposed to ad as an etredlve 
deterreat against would-be burglars. 
Unfortunately, Nancy, 61, was left stunned when aB six 
bushes were dug up and stolen In Btagln IDII, Kent. 
3rd July, 2000 Blggba Hill, Kelll 'NEWS OF THE 
WORLD. ' 

*** Dolpll Mohr was a trumpet player aged 20, who died 
of a brain Injury suffered when he was whacked on the 
back of his bead by a bandmate's trombone slide. 
PoUce later said that tbe band had been playing '11  splr#U4 
I'MIIItloll' of 'WHEN THE SAINTS GO MARCHING IN' 
In Bocbolt, Germany. 
16tlt October, 20lHJ Bodwlt, Germtlny 'DAILY SLUR' 
*** Two men held up a police statloa In South Africa's 
Northern Cape Province, Jut September, and got away 
with 370,000 Rand (£37 ,000) wlllda had been left there for 
(aheln) safekeeping. 
21st September, :ZotHJ Nortllem Cape Provlllce, Soutll 
A.J'rlcll 'DAILY MA.NC' 

*** Meanwhile, In Vienna, Austria, a woman was stabbed 
to death by her lover ID their ftat after she received a ull 
on her mobile phone which her jealoul partner believed 
was from another man. 
Police have not been able to discover who lt actually was 
who called. 
17th October, 2000 J'lGulll, AIUtrlll 'DA.IL Y 
TELEGRAPH. ' 

*** An UDDaiDed woman In RoiiWiia, who Uved In a sc:bool 
attic: with her son for a total of six years, threatened to 
commit sulclde If the councU reftued to rehouse them. She 
claimed that at least then ollklals would be forced to IIDd 
her a plot In the cemetery. 
Ullfortuutely for her. the C8UilCII took due notice and 
promptly gave her a crypt In a local claurchyard. 
Jltii.A.ugut, J(J()(JRDifllllllll 'DAILY EXPRESS' 

*** WhDst be was qaged In a spot of cupboard clearing, 
a man In .Dumfries, Scotland, came across a book he'd 
boupt untold years 320 but bad IOIIleb.ow never zot quite 
rouod to reading. ADd the title of tile tome. Well, I guess it 
simply had to be 'HOWTOORGANISEYOURTIME. '  
liJtlt September, 2fJ(J(J DIIIIIJHes, SetltiJIIu:l 'DAlLY 
RECORD' 

And When Fate Smiles Down 
Charles SutclUfe's heart was stopped by llgbtlllng, last 
September, and yet, somehow, his organ was re-started the 
moment he hit the zround. 
The lnlpad left Charles with three IWrllne stuD fractures. 
He later told reporten; 'I reiiiDitber coming III'OIUUl ln " 
pool of biDod. I fuel retllly lllcq. It colll4 luwe bull so 
1ltiiCII wone. 'Cbarles, 34, from Todmorden, West 
Yorkshire, had been on holiday with hJs family at Robin 



Hood's Bay, North Yorkshire, when the Ughtning strike 
occurred. 
4tlt September, 2000 Nortll Yurblllre 'DAILYMANC ' 

Weird Hu���a11 Behaviour 
�amplr� 6n � 1i'f'owl 

3n »�"' l;amp&blr� 

The foDowing snippet reads like a sceae from the classic 
1970's TV movie 'KOLCllAK: THE NIGHT STALKER,' 
In Manchester, New Hampshire, USA. local poDce daar&ed 
David Osbourne, 28, with usauiUng a woman, and wlillst 
be was ID their custody be claimed that be was a Vampire 
who almply(?) waated to auck the woman's ure blood. 
He further related that he'd begun foDowlng his 
18-year-old Intended victim wblle walldng down a 
darkened street at lam. 
At one point, he ran up beblnd her and grabbed her 
breasts and buttocks. Lucidly, she was eventually able to 
make good her escape by diving Into a local store, where a 
clerk called the poDce. 
When Osbourne was later arrested, he was found to be In 
possession or two sets of-false fang teeth. He was charged 
with criminal trespass and sexual assault. 
16t11August, 2tHHJ New H11111J1shlre, USA 'THE BOSTON 
llERALD' 

AN URBAN LEGEND 
MADE REAL 

I guess tt's fair to say we've all of us heard the FOAF 
(F'rlend or A Friend) story tbat goes along the lines of the 
poodle, baby, whatever, accidentally placed Inside the 
microwave, usuaDy by the distracted babysltters, and 
cooked from the lnslde. • •  Sure you have. It's right up there 
with alligators ID the sewers, the killer with the hook for a 
hand and a penchant for cutt1ng oft' cou.rUng couples 
beads, and the spider bite that results In an arachanld nest 
hatching inside some poor unfortunate's brain. 
Well, for once, the stutr of Urban Legend hu been made 
reality, as the foUowlng case from New Kent County, 
Virginia, USA, readily attests ••• 
Elizabeth Renee otte, aged 10, entered what ls known In 
law as a Alford plea ID court when she was round guUty of 
Involuntary manslaughter. 

Her crime, as If you hadn't guessed already, was to kill her 
newborn baby son by patting him in a microwave oven. 
As part or the plea bargain, she was facing, at the time of 
going to press, a mulmum of ten years In prison for the 
deatb or her OVe-week old son, Joseph Lewls Marttnez. 
The aareement spared (as tr she dese"ed tt) Otte the 
posslbUity or a tlrst-deiJ'ee murder conviction, which 
obviously carried a ore sentence. 
Stephen Harrls, otte's attorney, said In court that; 'Tit 
111111UlJu46llter cluuge is 11 COIIIJII'Oiftl&e tJult Sllys my ciJellt 
eJtJJer IICd4eiiiDlly kl/Jed tit� INlby ur sllowed IU!giJge��« 
wltlt 11 Cllllolu dl8regilrd for IIIUIIIIIIIJ.fe. 
'It's 11 very tnJgk etue IIU tile lWI)' roruul. Her penpedtve 1.t 
111111 she never lntmded 1111y luum to tile bllby, wou/4 never 
do 1111yt/llllg like this IIIUI tllllt llll of tltls hM fllllen on her 
beealu� of her epilepsy. She Is lulvbag 11 Juud time dellllng 
wllll tile retlllty oflt, nen 11 yetU /JIIer. ' 
Tbe proseeudon, who had predictably maintained that otte 
had lnteaUonally ldlled the baby In a jealous ftt, agreed that 
aew medical evidence about otte's epBepsy and expert 
oplnloa8 cut aome degree of doubt about Otte's 
responsibility for her son's death. 
OUe bad previously told police that she very Uk.ely sHrered 
from a seizure In the early houn of September 23rd, 1999, 
as sbe was feecUn& the Infant In her Lane:u, VIrginia, living 
room. As with an her previous seizures, she claims site 
doesn't remember anything afterward. 
The tragedy was discovered by the baby's father, Joseph 
Antboay Martlnez, who wu only 18 at the Ume. He awoke 
about 5:30am and realised that he had not heard the ddld's 
cries In the middle of tbe night, as was usuaL He checked 
the crib, found tt empty and awakened a Bonnle Watson, 
who had moved ID to care for tbe baby. 
They began a systematic search or the house, then called 
botb relatives and the poUce, who also began searching the 
house. 
MarUnez's younzest sister and otte's best friend, Allna 
Martlnez, tlnally discovered Joseph, stiD dressed In his 
white Wlnnle-The-Poob pyjamas, Inside the microwave at 
about &am. 
Gregory stated that eiperts had testHied that tt wu 
possible that Otte had blacked out as a result of a grand 
mal seizure and accidentally placed the baby In the oven. 
He said medical evldeace showed that the baby had been In 
tbe oven for at least ten minutes and died from thermal 
Injuries associated with overheaUng oftbe blood. 
otte had told tbe poDce that she has no conscious 
r�olled:loa of pladng the baby in the oven and her defellce 
attorney went to great lengths to prove that Otte could 
enter Into a trance-like state when sufl'erlng from a grand 
mal seizure. 
'She showed the IJbUJty to perform cerlldn comlex tiiSics, ' 
Gregory agreed, adding that she would have had to push at 
least four buttons to program the microwave oven, but 
nevertheless conceded that; 'Evldelu:e 111111 expen op1n1o1ts 
reveal tJull lt war po.r.rlJJie tJull slu collld h1111e doiU! tltls 
wltluRit kllowlllg. , 
26tll Sq�Dnbn, 2000 New Kl!lll Cowtty, 'VIrgbtUI, U£4 
'THE WA8HJNGTON POST' 

Boy ,Are They Strict? 
In a display of outright disclpllnart.sm of a type that would 
put Anne 'you are the weakest link, goodbye, ' Roblnson to 
shame, a woman teacher dedded to mete out the foDowlng 
punishment to one of her pupOs. Because Li Xlnjlmg, aged 
six, had the temerity to misbehave In her class, the 
26-year-old teacher amputated one of the boys ftngers with 
a pair or scissors. Doctors later managed to re-attach the 
digit, and the sadist, opps, sorry, teacher, was 
unsurprtslngly suspended and Is racing an assault charge. 



.Jeezly Crow, and I thought my former games master at 
Church Drive wu a stickler for discipline. •• 
29111 A11grut, 2000 Zlle}lllllg � CllltuJ 'SUNDAY 
EXPRESS' 

*** Equally dracollian were the measures adopted by the 
Mayor or Lavandou, OD the Frencll R.lvtera, whMe 
cemetery has run out or apace to Inter fresh corpsea. 
He hu therefore Issued a decree that eipressly forbids 
anyone to die In the village, although quite how he plans to 
carry tbls out, Is anyone's guess. 
'12th Sepll!mber, 2000 Lavtmdou, F1't1111Ce ASSOCIATED 
PRESS' 

The Woman Who's 'Allergic' 
To Black People 

A dodor Jn Germany who eleded to defend a woman's 
dalm to be allergk: to people with black-coloured skin, 
could weD be struck oft' (at the time of going to press) after 
being round guilty or being racist and 1lned over !100. 
The 66-year-old who baDs from BerDn, was charged with 
racist abuse when she told a black man standing In a train; 
'Gd out oftlu MIJ', I'llt lll1Dgk to blades. ' 
The 31-year-old man later complained to tbe poUce after 
the woman repeated the Insult when he followed her aloag 
the train carriage and asked her what the problem was. 
In court, the woman, named only as Karla w, was 
defended by a doctor from Hamburg who said she sutrered 
psychomaUc stomach ache whenever she came Into contact 
with black people. 
Now (hopefully) be can be struck otr after the Hamburg 
Medkal Council desdbed lds tesUm.ony as a scandal. 
25tlt September, 2()()0 Berlla, Gemuuay 'ASSOCIATED 
PRESS' 

A CABI NET OF 
CURIOSITIES 

Attack Of The Killer Litter 

A woman was charged after a plant pot her 
flat In Singapore, tragically ldlled a child. Annle Llm, 59, 
was facing a mulmum of two years jail of she was found 
guHty of causing death by a 'rllSh or negUgent act' and 
could well lose her council home. 

Tbe government'• Houlng Development Board Is 
currently campaigning to stop 'ldller Utter,' lndudlng Items 
such as big bicycles and television sets, from being thrown 
from high rise buildings. 
701 September, 2000 SlngiiJIOn, South EIISt Asia 'THE 
STRAITS TIMES' 

The Toilets From Hell 
There's few things Jn Ufe more skkenlng, stomach-ehundng 
or downrlgbt appetite-destroying, than the terrible stench 
tbat can sometimes watt Its way across are open-plan omce 
at 'NICHOUS JOJVES SOUCI'ORS, ' where I work. •• 
(And yes, you know run weD who the guilty parties are, 
fellow workers- Ed). 
But I dJ&ress. Over ID CaiH'omla, USA, more than 100 
employees bad to be evacuated and 24 were given hospital 
treatment after they were overcome by a godawfol sUnk 
emanating from their firm's geat's toilets. 
White-suited firemen were called out to the National Pen 
Corp In Rahncho Bemardo, fearing a chemical sptnage, 
while medical crews took the nauseous and vomitttng 
vlcUms to hospital for blood tests. 
They found the problem to be linked to small blue and 
yellow urinal cakes - too many bad been placed In the 
men's toilet and had reacted with the miDe. 
The cabl gave oft' overpowering fumel that spread acro11 
the baDdlng, making worbn diDy and UL 
2501 September, 2000 &Ill Diego, Ctlllfomkl, USA 'THE 
UNION TRIBUNE' 

'Teleportation' Of Cattle 
In Portsmouth 

Whether or not actual teleportaUon (to coin the venerable 
Mr Fort's word for the transporUng by paranormal means 
from one place to another) was Involved or not, something 
decidedly strange was going on ID the country lanes of 
Farelwn, near Portsmouth. 
A farmer reported that a herd of Aberdeen Angus cattle 
bad gone missing without trace, from one of lds fields. 
The very next day, tbe sb: cows and one buD turned up 
very hungry and somewhat dlltreued, although otherwise 
unharmed, u though they'd never truly been away. 
7tll September, 2000 Farelulm, Near Port&moutlt 'THE 
NEWS' 

The Bugs And Worms 
That Live Forever 

For the first Ume, sdenUsta have succeeded In lengtheDing 
the llfespan of a creature - the ftrst step along the road 
towards ure eternal? 
At tbe very least, excited reporten were making aomewhat 
rub datements along the Hnel that human Ufe may aoon be 
eteaded by u much as seventy years, In the not too distant 
future. 
And the ftrst animal to be experbnellted on Jn a bid to 
prolong existence? step (or rather writhe) forward, 
Adrlan Shine's favourite creature; the nematode worm. 
By treaUng them with drugs, BrlUsh and American 
biologists have Increased their llfespan by an average SO 
per cent, and ID some cases, doubled it from 20 to 40 days. 
Strains of worms genetically engineered to die early were 
given back normal Ufespans by the treatment. 
� the American pharmaceutical company whleh 
supplied the drugs, now plans to develop them, for testing 
OD people. 
Dr Gordon Lithgow, of the UnlYersity of Manchester, who 
leads the research, was quoted as saying; 'The e::x:perlntenb 



*** Gregory .Amel wu just eight yean of age when his 
family were hoUdaylng In a seaside town In County Mayo, 
Ireland. Ills vacation was somewhat spoiled when he was 
attacked by a fish head. 
The severed head leapt from a basket of fruit and bit the 
unwary boy on the neck. Gregory managed to Dgbt back 
by giving it a 'Nlnja cltop to tile gllls, IIIUI then put lllm Ill a 
lletldloclc. , 

Why, or indeed how the head IIWia&ed to attack him in the 
first place, or even what it was doing ta the fruit basket are 
questions that have never been answered. 

*"* The small, remote Padflc Island of Nluafo'ou or Tin 
Can Island, In the Tonga archipelago, has steep shores, 
making any landing by boat extremely dUDcult. 
For years a native Islander would swim out to meet the 
monthly mall ship, and bring the letters ashore In a tin can 
to keep them dry. 
One day in 1931, however, tbe Island 'postman' collected 
tbe mall from the ship and set out for his return swim. 
Unfortunately, he was eaten by a Great White shark on the 
way badt. Tbe shark even had the temerity to devour the 
maD u well. Since then the journey hu been made by 
shark-proof canoe. 
I've heard of postmen being bitten by over-zealous guard 
dogs, but sharks ••• 1bat has to be a first. 

*** Back In 1990, a dead whale was washed up on a beach 
In Oregon, north-west America. It was 45-feet long and 
weighed ID at eight tons. After a wblle 1t IJe&an to smell or 
decomposing blubber, and tbe local autborltles called on 
the State mghways Division to dispose of it. 
As the Division had never before gotten rid or a whale, they 
decided to use dynamite believing that half a ton should 
sumce. 
Hundreds or people gathered to watch the controlled 
explosion take place, laden with video cameras and picnic 
luncha. Tbe authorltes moved them to what they 
cODSidered to be a safe distance, placed the dynamite under 
the whale and pressed the detonator ••• 
The video cameras recorded what happened next. First the 
whale carcass disappeared ID a huge blast or smoke and 
name greeted by a chorus or cheers and cries or 'There sbe 
blows!' 
Suddenly, the atmosphere or excitement changed 
dramatically as the sky darkened and huge chunks of whale 
blubber fell everywhere. 
One piece the size or a house descended upon a car parked 
more than a quarter of a mile away, and completely 
Dattened tt. Tbe owner bad to put In an Insurance claim, 
for a car crushed by a dead whale. It Is not recorded how 
successiW he was. 
Vast lumps or dead whale Uttered the area for miles. The 
videos of the Great Exploding Whale Of Oregon has been 
posted on tbe Internet wher it Is ooe of tbe most visited 
sites. 
*** The largest spedes or fish In tbe world Is the Whale 
Shark (although aeltber whales or sbarb are actually ftsh, 
whales, of coarse, are mammats, and sharks, 1IDIIke real 
fish, do not have backbones, but skeletons made or 
cartnage Instead). 
The largest wbale shark on record got Itself wedged ID a 
flab-trap otr Cblck Island ID the Gulf or Thailand In 1919. 
The creature was stuck In the trap for seven days. It was so 
big, over 60ft long, that although the water was 30ft deep 
at that point, all shipping had to be suspended for the 
whole week until it could be removed. 
Aaother wbale shark caught In 1912 or Knights Key In 
Souhtbern Florida was loaded onto a cut-Iron railway 
Dat-car, which duly collapsed under Ita weight. 

" " *  A goldfish chrlsteoed with the name Fatboy SUm, 
belonging to a family In Little Button, Greater Manchester, 

died last September and was buried In the back garden 
with all due ceremony. 
Five days later, a cat dug tt up and brought it back Into the 
house, where, amazingly, lt was found to be still alive. 

*** A pllot by the name or Ed Blsbop, was ftytng a Hght 
Cessna float-plane in Alaska when he accldnetally brushed 
a&alnst an eagle carrylna a large ftsb In Its claws. The ea&Je 
new away unharmed, but dropped the ftsh Into the eqtne. 
The plane bad to make a forced landing. 

*** Late last August, 1 14-year-old boy was saved from 
death by drowning by a dolphin after he'd fallen Into the 
AdrlaUc Sea. 
The teenager couldn't swim, and after be ren from his 
father's motorboat while they were cruising In the Gulf or 
Manfredonla oil' the coast or southern Italy, he sUpped 
straight under the water. Suddenly, he feH something 
below him push him back towards the surface. 'WIIen I 
relllbe4 ll WAr Flllppo, l lumg  011, ' tbe unnamed boy said 
later, referring to the bottle-D08e dolphin named by loeals 
after tint appearing In their waten two yean ago. 
The dolphin then towed the boy back to the boat, where he 
father, who also couldn't swim, gratetcdly hoisted hbn on 
board. 
Paul SleveldJaL ooe of the edlton or the hllbiY-respected 
'FORTEAN TIMES, ' was moved to comment on this 
remarkable lnddent In his 'STRANGEBUTTRUE'column 
In one of the Sunday broadsheets. 
He related that dolpbln rescues have long history. 
Herodotus told the story of Arlon tbe harpist In Book One 
or bls 'HISTORY. '  Arloo was forced by Corlntldan sailors 
to leap overboard en route to Taenarus, but was 
miraculously rescued by a dolpbln who carried him, In full 
attire, to his Intended destination. 
Paul also makes reference to the case of Dorls Svorlnlc, 
aaect 28, who cot Into dUIIculties In April, 1997, while 
saorkling with friends In tile Indian Ocean off Garvtes 
Beada, near Durban, South Afrka. Thele waters are 
notorloua for sharks. Doril lost one of her ftippen, 
panicked, swallowed water, ripped otr her mask because 
she was hypervenUiatlng, and thought that she was about 
to die. 
Then from out or nowhere, nve dolphins suddenly Ufted 
her up and carried her towards the safety or the shores, an 
tbe way to the breakers. 
Also, In July, 1996, a group of diving tralllees, salliDg in the 
Red Sea near the EmUan resort or Sharm ei-Sbelk, saw 
some dolphins and promptly Jumped In to Join them. 
Martin Rlchardson, 29, was the last to bead back to the 
boat, when he was attacked by a shark which took chunks 
out or his thigh and chest. 
Unable to see even tbe sUghtest hope or · salvaUon, he 
resorted to prayer and waited for death. 
For some reason, unknown to him at the Ume, the shark 
faDed to return and his friends manapd to pull him to 

safety. 
They explained to him that ftve or six dolphins had 
SIKeeeded In scaring the llw'k otr by ramming 1t, 
something they can apparently do at speedl of up to 
3Smph. 
And tbere's more. Three 17-year-old boys were surftng 
alongside a school of about twenty dolphins on Halftlde 
Beada, New South Wales, In January, 1989, wben Adam 
Magulre was knocked oil' his board by a shark. Some of the 
dolphins swam under the boys while others rammed the 
shark. Adam was left with deep stomach lacerations and 
his surf board had a foot-loq bite taken out or it. 
When a baby was swept away from tile coastal vtJia&e or 
Chakorla In Bangladesh during a cydooe on April 30th, 
1991, which omdally claimed at least 125,000 Hves, he had 
been given up u dead. Rescuen however were astonllhed 
to find a dolphin holding the baby In Its mouth keeping hbn 



••• GreaorY .A1De1 w• j..t elpt yean of -. w..a. W. 
family wen hollclaylng ID a INIIde tow11 ID County Mayo, 
Ireland. His vacatloll wu IOIIIeWbat spo8ed whea be was 
attacked by a tlsh bead. 
Tlae severed head leapt from a basket of fndt and bit tile 
unwary boy on tile neck. Gre&ory mana&ee� to npt back 
by &Jvln& lt a 'Nln}tl cltop to tile glib, 111111 tlam put ldln Ill • 
llewflpclr , 
Why, or Indeed how tile head JDaDa&ed to attack hllll ln tile 
lint place, or evea what lt was doblg la tbe tndt basket are 
quest1001 that have aever been aanrered. 
*** The small, remote Padfk bland of Nluafo'oa or Tin 
Can Island, ID tbe Tonga arddpelago, has steep lllora, 
making any landlllg by boat extremely dUiklllt. 
For years a native Islander would swim out to meet tile 
monthly mall ship, and bring tbe letten ashore In a tin can 
to keep tbem dry. 
Oae day In 1931, however, the Island 'postman' colected 
tbe mall from the ship and set out for Ills return nrba. 
Uafortuaately, lae was eaten by a Great Wblte shark OD tile 
way badL Tile lhart. evea laad tbe temerity to devour tM 
mall u welL SIDee thea tbe joumey hal been made by 
shark-proof canoe. 
I've heard or postmen being blttea by over-zealous guard 
dogs, but sharks. •• That has to be a ftnt. 

6** Back ID 1990, a dead whale was washed up on a beach 
ID Oregon, north-west Amerka. It was 45-feet IOJII and 
wetgbed ID at elgbt tons. After a wldle tt began to smell or 
decomposing blubber, and the local autborltles called oa 
the state mghways Division to dispose or lt. 
AJ the Dlvlalon had aever before gottea rid or a whale, they 
decided to 111e dynamite bellevlag that half a ton should 
suftke. 
Hundreds or people gathered to watda the coatroled 
aplollon take place, laden with video cameras aad pkDic 
IUDCbel. The authorttes moved tbem to what t11ey 
c01181dered to be a safe cUstance, placed the dynamite UDder 
the whale and presaed the detoaator ... 
The video cameras recorded what happeDed Deit. First the 
whale carcass disappeared ID a huge blast or smob and 
name greeted by a chorus of cheers and cries or 'There s1ae 
blows!' 
Saddeoly, the atmosphere or udtemeot cJwl&ed 
dramatically as tbe sky darkeaed and hup chunlts or whale 
blubber fell everywhere. 
One piece the size or a house desceoded upon a car parked 
more than a quarter of a mile away, and completely 
nattened tt. Tbe owner had to pat ID an Insurance claim, 
for a car crushed by a dead whale. It Is not recorded how 
successtal be was. 
Vast Jumps or dead whale Uttered the area for miles. The 
videos or the Great EiplodiDg Whale or Oreeon has beea 
posted OD the Internet wber 1t 11 oae or the most visited 
sites. 
* ** The largest apedes of Gill ID tbe world Is the WIWe 
Shark (although aeitber whales or llaarb are actu11y ftah, 
whales, of coune, are • ..,.., aad 8barb, aaiiD real 
filii, do DOt have backboaes, but skdetolls DUMie of 
cartilage Instead). 
Tbe 1arpst whale sbark on record cot Itself wedged ID a 
ftslt-trap otr Chkk Island ID the Gulf or Tballand ID 1919. 
The creature wu stuck ID tbe trap for aevea days. It was so 
big, over 60ft IOJII, that aJtbou&h the water was 30ft deep 
at that point, all lbippiD& had to be suspended for tbe 
whole week unUI It could be removed. 
Another whale llw'k caug1at ID 1912 or KDigbts Key ID 
Soahtllera Florida wu loaded oato a cut-lroa raUway 
flat-car, which duly collap8ed uder Ita weight. 

*** A &oldftsb chrlsteaed with the name Fatboy SUm, 
belon&ID& to a famD:y la Little Hultoa, Greater Mandaater, 

died a..t Septaaber aacl WM buled ID tbe back gardea 
wltll all clue cenmoay. 
Five days later, a cat da& lt liP and broaght lt back Into tbe 
hoaae, where, amazingly, 1t was found to be sUB alive. 
*** A pUot by the name or Eel Bisllop, was flytD& a light 
Cessaa ftoat-plane In Alaska wbell be acddDetally brusbed 
atabast aa eaate C8l'l')'iDI a Jar&e ftsb In Its dawl. Tile ea&le 
ftew away unharmed, but dropped the tlsb Into the eap.e. 
ne plaDe bd to make a forced landing. 
*66 Late last Augut, 1 14-year-old boy was saved from 
death by droWIIIDg by a dolphin after he'd faileD Into the 
AdrlaUc Sea. 
Tbe teeaacer couJcln•t nr1m, and after be reo n-om bls 
rather's motorboat wblle they were crulsln& ID the Gulf or 
Maatredonla otr tbe coast or southera Italy, be slipped 
straight under the water. Saddeoly, be felt sometbln& 
below bbn push hllll back towards the surface. 'Wllm l  
l'elllbell lt MU Flllppo, l luulg 011, ' the unnamed boy said 
later, referrlag to tbe bottle-DON clolphln named by locals 
after ftnt appeariDg Ill their waten two yean ago. 
The dolphlll thell towed tbe boy back to the boat, where he 
father, who also couldn't swim, gratefally hoisted him on 
board. 
Paul SleveJdn&, one or t1ae edlton or the bl&hiJ-respeded 
'FORTEAN TIMESP '  was moved to commeat OD tbla 
remarkable IDddent ID ldl 'STRANGE BUT TRUE' columll 
la oae oftbe SUDclay broadlbeeta. 
He related that dolpbiD reK1IeS have long hlltory. 
Herodotal told the story of Arlon the lw"plst ID Book ODe 
or bls 'HISTORY. '  ArloD was forced by Corlntblan sauon 
to leap overboard en route to Taenarus, but was 
miraculously rescued by a dolphin who carried blm, In tun 
attire, to his Intended destlnaUon. 
Paul also mabs reference to tbe case or Dorls Svorlnlc, 
acec1 28, who &ot Into dlftkuldes ID April, 1997, while 
mortling with friends ID tile Indian Ocean otr Games 
Beada, aear Durban, South Africa. Tbete waters are 
aotorlous for lbarb. Dorla to.t one of her ftl.ppen, 
paalebd, swallowed water, ripped oft' her mask becaue 
she was hyperventUatlag, aad thought that she was about 
to die. 
TbeD ft'om out or nowbere, nve dolpblns suddellly lifted 
her up and carried ber towards tbe safety or the shores, an 
the way to tbe breakers. 
Also, ID July, 1996, a group of diving trainees, sallln& In the 
Red Sea near the E&YPUan resort of Sharm ei-Sileik, saw 
101ae dolpbbu and promptly jumped ID to Jola them. 
Martbl Rlchardsoa, 29, was tbe last to head back to tbe 
boat, wbea be was attacked by a shark which took chunks 
out or bls tblgh and chest. 
Unable to see evea the slightest hope or salvaUoa, be 
resorted to prayer and waited for death. 
For some reason, unknoWD to him at tbe time, the llw'k 
failed to return and Ills trleDds JllaD8Ied to pull him to 
safety. 
111ey uplaiDed to hllll tbat ftve or m dolpldas had 
a�eceeded m ICaJ'ID& the abark oft' by r._.,ng lt, 
IOIIIetbiDg tbey caa appareat1y do at lpeedl of .., to 

3Smph. 
ADd there's more. 'Ibree 17-year-old boys were sarftDg 
alcmgslde a school of about twenty dolpblns on Halftlde 
Beach, New South Wales, ID January, 1989, wbea Adam 
Map1re was knocked otrlds board by a slw'k. Some of the 
dolphins swam UDder the boys while others rammed the 
llaark. Adam was left with deep stomach lacentiODs and 
Ills surr board had a foot-Ion& bite ta11:ea oat or lt. 
Wbea a baby was swept away from the coastal viJa&e of 
Claakorla In Baaglaclesb during a cydoae OD April 30th, 
1991, which oftldally clalllled at least 125,000 Ives, he bad 
beell given ap u cte.d. RIJieaen however were utoallhed 
to fiDel a dolpblll holding the baby ID Its mouth bepiDg bbn 



clear or the water. The dolpbiD allowed the vlllagen to 
prise blm from Ita jaws aad had to be treated for leg 
Injuries lnfttded by Its grip. 
And it's not only dolphins that cm IOIDdlmes come to the 
rescue or bama& Tw1les aJso seem to be ldndly dlspoled 
towards us. 
Llm Kaq-Yona, 28, a South Korea sailor on board tbe 
May star carf'Y'Inl wheat from Liverpool to Ban&l"'esh, 
fell overboard tn the Bay of Bencal just before sunrise OD 
February 24th, 1991. An hour elapled before anyone evea 
noUced he was ndulng. The captala, more ID desperatiOD 
than ID real hope that they woald ftnd the ullor alive, 
tamed the ahlp around. After aaotller four aad a llalf 
hours, Llm was spotted astride a paat tartle. 
He has, it later emerged, been treadiDg water for about 
sixty minutes when he sighted what looked lib a large 
piece of wood noaUn& on tbe sarrace. Wben he hurriedly 
climbed onto tt, a bqe &reen bead tamed around to look at 
him. He held onto the turtle's neck, recaJIIn& a story from 
bJs youth that tbls action would 1top the creature from 
dlviD& underwater. Amazln&Jy, tbe turtle didn't thrash or 
try to shake him oil', but he did &d scratched siiPtly by 1t1 
claws. 
After tbe rescue, tbe turtle coutlaued to ftoat beside tbe 
sblp, so tbe p-ateful crew hauled tbe Dine-foot creature 011 
board. Tbe sdon tben fed it oa Jaeat and bananas before 
returnln& 1t to the sea with a rather fetcbln& rubber 
bracelet around Its neck on whldl was written; 'Tids Is tJu 
SlzvllnU'ofMIIIL ProtedHIIII. ' 
*** Alad ftnally, foiJowla& a great faable ID Karamoja Ill 
Uganda, In 1981, O:dam let ap a tllh farm as a relief 
project. Lungftsh were to be put Into local ponds, to breed 
and be ftsbed out as protein when needed. 
ID Umes of droupt, when tbe ponds dried up, tbe JungOsh 
would burrow down Into the mud, as ts tbelr babtt, and 
remain there unUI the next raiDs came. 
When one team was sent to Lake VIctoria In a Land Rover 
to collect Jun&Osh, 1t came back with a prize spedmeD, 
some 4ft IOJII, heavy with ea& aad la peak CODditloa. lt 
was drlvea 200 llllles back to Kanlaoja, carefuDy lifted out 
If Ita dnml of water and piKed revereatly Into Its pOIId. 
The Luagftsb Project came to a premature ead a mere two 
minutes later. The Land Rover revened away from the 
pond. Lungflsh, like eels, cm slither short distances over 
land and this one slithered out of Its pond and began 
headln& back towards Lake VIctoria. 
lba Land Rover and the Osh collided; the Osb was 
squasbed flat. The driver later complained tbat there 
lhould have been a lip wandag; 'Caatioa! li1lh Crouin&!' 
4111AIIpat, �(J()(J GMertll 'DAILY MAIL '/ltJtll Sqltelnber, 
2(J(J(J GenertJl 'THESUNDAYTIMES' 

GOLF IS THE 
DEADLIEST GAME 

According to an Irish survey, reported In the British 
Journal or Sports Medicine, tile world's most lethal sport 
Is not, as you llllght tblnk, doWDhlll lld-ln& or American 
Football, but tbe comparatively leisurely game of golf. 
The ftndlng were made at o.e �oadlllioa of a atudy or 51 
people who died wblle playing various sports In the last 
etght years. 
Of those 51 vlctbDs, 16 died whilst out on the golf coune, 
and a 17th fatality occurred playing pitch and putt. The 
rest were made up or GaeUc Jl'ootbaD, whlcll claiJned 11 
Uves, Jogging and tennis (live each), rooty and swlmmln& 
(two each) and rugby, bowls, horse riding, squash, table 
tennis and badndnton, which each clabaed a sln&le Hfe. 
The main cause of death In all casea was coronary heart 
disease. 

Dr Mkhael Turner, former medical advber to the BritUh 
Sld aad Snowboard Jl'ederatloll, uld that other research 
had shown that gollen get hart once In every 200 rounds 
or golf, twice the rate for dowDhlll lld-ln&· 
&tiJ Octo1Jer,2(J(J(J Geltertll 'SUNDAYMANC' 

TSUNAMI RISING 
A��ordlng to report. la tllle ldgllly-respeded jounal 'NEW 
SCIENTIST,' a 150ft Udal wave could be about to aurge 
acroa the Atlantic at the speed or a Jd airliner. 
It Is tbem predicted to swamp tbe Caribbean and the 
eastern seaboard of America, before Onally sweepln& 15 
11111es Inland, sm•sbtng everytbln& ID Its path. 
BriUsh 'experts' bave, 1t seems, discovered that a massive 
volcano In the Canary Islands bas become daneerously 
unstable. 
At any time, up to SOO biDioa tolls of rock could be sent 
crasbbag Into tbe oceaa from tile summit of La Palma. A 
tall �onap.e would create a ta.....t or a1mo1t apoalyptlc 
proporUona. 
starUag otr at West Africa, tt woald Ubly remain 11111ee11 
right up until the mOIDellt tt reached the Alllerkm 
coutiiDe, where 1t would rile Into a huge breaker, leaving 
absolutely no time for tbe cities lllhabltants to make &ood 
tbelr escape. 
'IJ'tllejltulk oftlu voletuuJ, ctiiJell Clllnbre Yle}tl, &lllla btlo 
tile 0CM11J, tU lftiUS oflft0Vbt6 rode will JIIUia tU lMtN Ill 
ft'ollt oflt, cretJtbtg IJ tMIUUrll� ftlr lilrger tJuul tuty S«<l 
111 ltbtory, '  Dr stmon Day of tile 8eDtldd Grdg Hazard 
Research Centre at University College London, told 
reporten. 
'Tile WGVe would t11m apretlll 011t IICrOII tluA1ilultlc lit t1u 
1peet1 of 11 jel lllrlbu!r IUitll lt llrlke& coallll lll'etll 1111 
tii'OIIIUltluNOI"ttiA.tlmtlk' 
"'''un 11 no MIJ' ofbwwbagwkft IM dlstlsto lftlgltt strikL 
A Clllall't1pldc coUtlpu III}Pt IIDt /ulppellfor tlltHUtM• of 
yet�n, lnd 1t could lulppea a lot  sot���er. 
'We la4rve tlbcovered t1u1t 11 IIIIIDM sectloll of Lis PrdmtJ, tile 
11t1n1 westerly 111111 1110$1 voblldctllly IICilve of tile 11U1b1 
biiDub Ill tlu Ctuulrlel, Is tllretllelletl by 11flllllt lble. 
'It /uu lllrelllly lllJJ'ered two eniJIIIotu tJds century, tlu ID&t 
Ill 1J71, 111111 b the steepest lsilllul Ill tluworld. 
� eruptloll CDil/4 trltJtler IIIIWDitDit ba "  ��up �  
geologbllftllllt 011LII PabttiJ, C4IIUillg 1J IIIIU•Ive coiJIIpu of 
rock. 
'Tile dnructlon 111111 /os:r of llfe tllb wDllltl Cllll:re WOIIId be 
llllbntlgbudJ/e Almuly, 11 �-mile jtYit:tllre luJ& 
beea opme4 up byeriiJIIIotu tills celltllry. 
'Snerlll sqlllll'e mlln of lluul luwe w.ud slJ4btg towlll'lls 
tltese��. 
'Tidlll � Cllll llave lerrlllle anueqiiDICQ. Wllm tile 
Kl'llklllotl volcluuJ blew IIJI Ill Allgat 1883, t1te tallllllllll ll 
triggered killed 30,(J(J(J people. 
'We beglllt survqlllg tile tll'ell INick Ill 1994. We wtlllte4 to 
kllow If t11re WIIS • rbk of 11 jtlblre colliqlle of Ounbre 
YJqG, wldclt 11U!1UU 0/JlPellk. 
'Our IIIUI/pl& of tile siUIIIItlt "'" ldelltlfletl doulu of 
VDictudc Pellts tllllt luJve 6eell fomted by IIICCelllve 
erupt1o1u overtlte pat ltJO,(J(J(J� 
'We wen llble to deteclllll tu:llVe "rllk tone" tiiiii&IUIWs tile 
weatem .{lllnk of tile volcllllo I& becoming grtubudly 
detildled from tile e4Sierll lullf. Dllrlng eniJIIIotu In 1585, 
1712 1111111949, veats opellelliiJI 011 t1u westemj'/DIIk oftlu 
voleluto, W/dle IIOM llpJH!III'eilOIItlle etiStel'llf/llltk. 
'We llbo fOIUUIIUiexpected eviiiDI« tlult IM 1949 ftllllt lalld 
Ct��Ued IM mtJre ltllul :�lll'j'tu:e 011 tlte we.slem 111M of tile 
lslluul to :rllp 13 feet co"'JJIII't!!l to tlu nutem :ride. 
'It's tile jlnt lime Wet'e 1ee11 llfllll/lllke tills 011 11 volaUUJ. 



nu � of o.a flllllt ,_ � IIN tiUd ��u 
wllok of tla� tt'e8telw j'llllllc of Ourtbrt! Vle}tl 18 pol8«l to 
collpGs� Into tla�A.IIJmtlc. 
Jth Ocfober, ZOOO Lll Plllnul, Ctuu1ry Islluuls 7JAILY 
MAIL' 

Fire Walk With Me 
Flrewalldng has long been reaarded as being • talent 
displayed only by tbe mystics or many disparate reUgloas 
but, just recently, lt has become somethtna or a New Aae 
fad. 
Tbea Jourdm, ID an artJde ID 'THE DAILY 
TELEGRPAH, ' decided lbe would try 1t oat ftntbaDd 
during tbe supposed dog days of last Summer. 
Sbe readily adm.ltl that she bad to meata11y steel benelf to 
pat her bare feet ID on red-bot emben bundng at 1,200 
degrees rarenbelt, 'llie lmlpt!l 'llllln of 1IJOIIela llbunllllllm. 
Somellow,Iforcedmyse/J'tolftOVelllllot/uj'/lllnlngptllla, 12 
feet lollg by fOIU' feel wide. EWII lltOI'e l't!llllll"�, I 
emergedllttlu! otller DUI. My sola were slelulf}tlg sllglltly bt 
tlu coi41Ugllt lllr bat I MU IUUctltiU!II - IUJt  1J INuw bt slg/lt. 
lfeltflllllll.ftlc. 

'Tile tutcletlt tl1't ofJII'eWIIlkblg 18 IUit for tlu! ftllntlu!llrted, 
bllt 1t Is llltrtldbtg a growlllg 11171fY of people 1cem to strddl 
tltelluelves to tlu! lbnlt. 1'llere tll'e llbollt 1u11f a mliJJoa 
jlretwllken bt 1/u Ulllte4 Sti1tes. BrltbllfiiiU oftllb potmt 
� oflltbulover 11111116,.,bttotlaoiUIIIUb.. Tlu 
jlrewtiJk I 11111 t�J�cbt6JHII'I Ill, bwoltt�Jeg :1$ ptll'tlciJHJats j'/'ollt 
llll over tla� COIIIItry, 18 occurrlltg Ill Fife, Scotlluul. 
'TIIere 18 110 sucll tlllllg a a typlctll ftrewtlllcer. A grow111g 
IJtuul of corporlltloiU SDUl their employees on Jll'eWalb to 
/mm lellmWork 111111 iiiJtllltlve. Ouu:er ]HIIJenb Wlllk Oil Jlre 
lwpbtg to regtlln 11 sense ofCOIItrol over t11e1r lives. 
'Mint people '*"' lt - IJ OfiCe-bt.+IV'etlllle experiDu:e. 
SotM people � IIII4U:b to llu IUinluiJbt nuii iUUI do 1t 
overiUUI overagtda. 
'Medblg .flesll wltll J1mnes mtq be � 111tnt New Age 
C1YIU, bllt lt b IUJt a new plle1unnelum. People 1u1ve been 
testing their COIIrilge, IIUertlngt/lelr tllbllllloodlllld ]ll'tiVblg 
t1u!Jr ftl.ltlt by wtllkblg 011 red-ltot ciNIIs lit leiiSI sbta tile 
M)'S of t1u! Ylkbtgs. Nort/Jc lftlldUI 11te11 sllllwetl }IUt luJw 
lollgll tlfey were by picking liP re4-luJt metJil clulbu. FI/IIIIU 
stlll toat tlaelr Ios Oil luJt rocb 111 /uwlulge to tlaelr gods. 
Htnf'IIIUut jll'ewtllken prefer to lllltble IICrOU bollbtg 11nw 
flail from tlaelrloclllWJbuto. 
'Few people klunv IIIOI'e llbollt jb'ewlllkillg t1u111 Hetltller 
RJa, wllo Is letldbag 1/u "t:111JN1W1!171f 'WOI'blulp" 111111 
Jlr�lllk I 11111 1111Dulbtg. A clllropnJdor wilD sllulld lit t1u! 
FlrewGlklltg IIUtltllte of lUutlrcll IUUI Eduetltlola bt 
Ctlll.fomliJ, slle delnotutnrtes tla� tecllnlqae till twer � 
wor/4. 
'Rilbed Ill Yermolll 111 the Ulflletl Sllltes, site v1s11s Brlllllll 
severlll times t1 yetll', COIIvt!l'tbt6 douns of doll/Jten w1t1t 
skllb 1e11m1 from a 'l'lbetllll lltOIIk. Slttbtg cross-legged bt 
frlllll of tlu embers, site looks fill' yo����ger t111111 Iter 
39-ymrs. 
"Q'yo�� believe tlultjlre llllnu IIIUI t11en see tJult sometbttes 
lt doe&n't, lt lllllkes you ret�Uess • lot  ofperceptlolu, " site 
SIIJ'S, quletJ¥, jlllgerbtg some Amerlctm Illllllm beiUb 
III'OUIUIIIer tll1'otll. 
"People StJY to tllemselves: rm aever golllg to get 11 

prtJIIIOIIoll, or I'm aever 6obtg to gd tile 1111111 of my tlrelutu, 
111111 tlfey limit tiJmuelva. &ulilenly, yoll 've Wfllke4 Olljlre. 
It clumges your /Jf� Nreuv ytJil IWIIJu 1111 tlllllgs IDY! 

JIOIUlbk , 
'Altlunlgll tlt� experlellce 18 -� tme - biWJMftg 

purlJiclltlon rltullb IIIUl spirit 111110CIItlotu - slljlq Is 
JIIIIYIIIIOUIII 7'/ten lulve bem iltcldellts wllere jlrewtiJken 

1uJv bull INully buntt, llltlwrlg/l � ofHellllaer'• tr� 
luls IU!t!tMt metllcdl llltnrtiOII. 
'TOtdgllt, Heldlter bulsts tlult llll preciiUtlolls ��re t1Jken.. 
PtlrtlclptllJb tll'e alced to slp wlllver fomu before they 
W1111c Slle tlbo follows t1 Jlrlct 1'llle tllllt 110 one 1IIIIY wtllk 
wllo Is llllller tlu! lllj1Jiellce of tlrlnk or drugs. "q someo��e 
wllllts to wlllk onjlre 110nclttlltllllq, t11q will get bluwt, "slle 
,..,.. ..,. 
'TitrtHigiiOIII tile JIN-wtllk usslon, su t111ces tbrN to 
eiiiJIIuult.e thllt 110 one Is compellell to meet tile j'/lllnes. Tills 
Is � lmptwttlnt lllll'lltg corpolrlle jftwtlllrs: 
employees keDI to lltlpt'as tile bou 1lltJY feel pressiiiUed to 
lllllketlle crtnslng agabut tlleir better )lulegmmt. Typlctllly, 
jive to ten per cent of pet1ple lllvolvell bt 111fY ghten 
worululp decide tuJtto WtllkiiCI'ou tlu!jlre. 
"It Is lmportiDit to 11111ke Slln tlult JH!OPie IIIUientluul t1u1t 
SIICCGS iUUI fllllun do IUJt tlqelul 011 wlletlaer or IUJt you 

MliA; "  sJu SII)'S. "AflenMI*, � feebJ Wty 
empowerediiiUllt's 1111 blcre4lble bolldbagtlalll6- " 
'Felll' lllolle sholllll be 110 1Hin1el', IICC01'tllllg to Ht!lllller. 
"In jlrewtJlldng, tills fe/11' IJecomes 1111 lllly. Fe/11' doesn't 
/urt1e to stop you. It ct��� llelp yDil overcome dJjJicultJn. u� 
tlds fi!ID' .. .  SOII1'(¥ of eaergy. " 
'1'11� rlgllt menliJl tJttltlule ctlll reduce tlu! rlsb, brit lltltltblg 
Is IIIOI'e lmportiDit t1u111 the jll'e IDelf. 
'Ptztrlck Mtu:MIIIIGWtJY, 11 Scal8111111t wilD met Hetltlter lit a 

jlre wlllk Ill Yennont bt 1915, IIIUI IIIIIITie4 ller bt MtJY, 
1998, Is o.fJiclllljlrekeepertbu1ngtluworblwp. Itb Ills job 
to preJHl1'e 1/u grolliUl llldlctlllnuly, niiUIVIng IIIIY slulrp 
o6}«D or� stonn tlultllllgltt ctJUU btjuly., 
'77u woo4 too, lllll&t be }list 1'16111. Fl'lllt lWHHlr IHu7t 11tnM 
to lltlrd sluJrp embers. P111e llflnu tlmm to jllle all. Softer 
lltm:lwoods, lllcbullng blrdt IIIUIIJeedt, tll'e perfect. "At tme 
point I wa ftrewiiiJctllg lit last once t1 11t011111, " reclllls 
Ptltrlck, 31, a trlllne4 doctor. "Titen l f0C1Ue4 011 tile 
jlrekeqlng Itself., 
� Cllll llllce ]11111, 111111 cldldren a yowag Ill jive /urt1e 
b«a bunvft to Wtllk, wltll tlulr JHIHIII'• co�Ue.t. Patrld 
lldRIIlly IN!IJeva t1u1t cldlllrett tiN Mfer ��ecmu� t1tey do 
�wlult tlaeywtllltto. 
"Ego stiii1S to kick Ill III'OIUUI IIllolesence. Tile 011/;y tlllllg 
tlult we do ltUike clellr to tlu! ptD'DJis ls tlult wiiiJctllg 011 ftre 
Is tuJt tile desired rt!SIIltfor 1/u cld/4. " 
'Yo1111ger ]HII"'IccpttnU wllo tlecJ4e to face 1/u j'/llllta slluw 
1111 IUICIIIUIY resl8tmtce to 1/u lletlt. Jt����a MIICMIIIUZWfiY, 
Prltrlck's nepllew, MU ollly 14 wllen lie knelt 011 tllejlre, 
scooped llot cotJb llJI III 1111 luuuls llllll l'llbbetl llb ftu:e Ill 
tllem. He crlltflled llWtJY wltll notlablg to sluJw for lt bllt 011e 
little lwt spot llbove lab eyebrow. TIUs exlrtlol'tlbulry scme 
MU lflltnDie4 by severlll lmptD1111l MIIIU, Ill Well Ill Ills 
IIIOtlterllllllotlu!rllll!lllbers oflab fllllllly. 
'So wlult Is ���� exp/lllultrlolt1 Ylll1olu t11ero1n lulve bull 
oJJ'ere4 twer tile yettn. Tile most poJIIlktr 18 tllllt wood 18 11 
poor COIIIbu:tor of llelll, IIIUl tit� embers do 1101 bum In tile 
frtu:tlOII of 11 secoll4 tlult the skill of the foot Is 111 COIIIJU:t 
wD tllem. 
Otllen suggest tlultWIIIer W1J101U evtiJHR'fllbtgfrom tile skill 
surftu:e protects lt tlurbtg tile MIIA:. 
'Hetllller llstnu pilllDttly bllt sluwgsller sluHIJ4os. Slu luD 
��M��fdlow jll'ewtllken croa rM-Itot IINIIJliUUC#ItltU- IIIUl 
metlll, llllllke� b t1 superb COIUbu:toroflletlt 
HJ see body II1Ul mrul liS lluepertlble. It Is spirit movblg 
lllrougll Jlesll, " slle Slip, before }olltlllg the queue tit the 
.fire's edge, to luJve lleneiJ' IIIIOIIIer 60. 
"How we use our mbul 11/fecb our pllyslctll experlellce. 
SoiMtlllnp CIIIUIOt beexplllbtetliiWIJY. " 
llltll Allgat, 2(J()(J Fife, &:otllllul 'THE DAILY 
TELEGRAPH' 



A Worse Thing 
Waiting • • •  

Somewhere out there Is a an asteroid that may, just may, 
be beading towards tbe Earth ID a mere 30 yean time. OD 
September, 211t, 2030, the chUDk of celedlal rock eould 
smack tnto our planet with a force 100 times greater than 
than the nuclear strike on IDroshlma. 
NASA Scientists reckon that the odds on the cataclysmic 
comston are about 1,000 Umes greater than for any slmllar 
object yet discovered. 
The discovery of 2000 SG344 Is the ftrst Ume astronmers 
have actually felt conlldent enough to predict a ftrm date 
for a 'deep Impact.' 'We've never luul ll predlcllo11 Ill tills 
ldglt level of proiHibliJy� ' NASA's Davtd Morrlson told 
reporters. 
The asteroid was dllcovered on September 29th thla year 
by two ldentists using a huge telescope tn HawaiL Its orbit 
was tracked by 'experts' at NASA and tn Finland and 
Italy. 
They have estalmted 1t as being somewhere between 90ft 
and .210ft across, about the size of a threo-storey olllce 
block, with an orbit that could comclde wltll the Earth's In 
30 years time. 
To be honest, at the moment, the sdenu.ts are not even 
preclaely sure wltlll the object actually Is, opening up a 
welter of posstbllltles, and theories, from the mundane; a 
piece of space Junk, like a Saturn IV booster rocket 
jetttsoned from an ApoDo launch back In tbe 1970's, to tbe 
eioUc; an alien spacesblp en route to IDIUate tint contact 
wltb Man.  
The worst case scenario Is that lt Is a .23,000 ton Jump of 
stone and Iron wbleh would have a devestaUq etrect upon 
the area of lmapd; rouebJy the same etrect as Jaavln& a two 
megaton nuclear bomb explode, kWtng untold hundreds of 
thousands If it were to hit a built-up area. 
Not partlculadty reauarlngly, moat ldenu.ta remain 
COIIftdeDt that the 'asteroid' wm pass us hanDelealy by. 
The aforementioned Mr Morrlsson was quoted as saying; 
'My feeling ts tlllll111t object tilts slllllllwould IUit be W01111 1l 
gretll effort to t1eJ1ec1 11, even If lt Is 011 COIU'Se towtll'tl tile 
Elll1ll. I doll 't see 111t llrglllllelll for IIIIJ' sort of era la eJTort. ' 
WeD, I guess you ean't argue with a conftc:lent man!!! 
Some of his colleapes are equally chipper about the 
prospects. They reckon the nearest lt will get to us Is 15 
times farther away than the Moon. 
If, however, the 'asteroid' were to hit say, BlrmiDgbam, lt 
would ldD up to 500,000 people tmiiMldlately and 
completely flatten the city. 
Towns within 50 adles Uke Coventry, Warwick, Worcester 
and Stratford would be caupt In the e&de of the blast. 
Trees and land would be badly seordaed and people and 
animals ldlled or badly hurt. 
Up to 100 miles away, tn town� like Derby, Lelcetter, 
Cloucelter, Mlltoa ICeyDe8 In Buddaghaaublre and 
Peterborough In Cambridgeshire, can would be 
overturned and pedestrians blown through the air. 
Tbe air would be red hot across the enUre area due to the 
beat or the asteroid burlng up In the atmosphere and the 
bUDding Ught would be seen up to lOO mDes away In the 
north of England. 
The impact would send up a massive cloud or dust covering 
the enUre country, bloddng out the Sun and causn& a miDI 
tee aae, atrecUn& major food uowtna rettoas. 
If the asteroid landed la the North Sea, 1t would sead a 
Udal wave, or TIUDaiDI · cbargtng towards the Brttilb 
mainland, darting oft' at about 30 feet hip, bat growln& to 
almost 100 feet whea 1t actuaRy hit land, swamping towns 
the length of the east and south coasts. 

As outlined tn the last luue of 'DON,' The Government hu 
recently appointed a task force of advisers to look seriously 
at the threat or a devestating asteroid comslon. 
Professor Davld WlDlams, ex-president of the Royal 
Astronomical Society and a member or the said task force, 
was quoted as saying' 'Tile polllt Is, tllese lmpllCis tll'e of 
very low ft'ef.IIDICY but very ldglt COIISeiJ.IleiiCe. •• ' 
So we can aD of us sleep soundly In our beds, tonight, then. 
6t11Nuvember� 1000 General 'THEDAILYMANC' 

Eros: The Asteroid 
With Square Craters 

Also In September this year, the .26th, to be precise, a 
strange discovery was made concernmg asteroid 433 Eros, 
as the result of a sequmce of photographs obtained by 
acienu.ta. 
A spokesman for the NASA team who acquired the 
pictures, told reportes; 'Ill tile JHIIItlleon of cosmic 
geometry, ClllWS rule. Astronomy texu lll'e JUietlwltll spiral 
gtl/llxles, eiiJptlclll orbits, IIIUl rlllg ��ebullle. Tllere tll'e no 
duqiiLrs 011 trllmgll!s or r«<mtgln.. After 1111, wllo ewr 
lte��rtl ofll•tpUII'e pllmet1 
'Some oft/le sbnplat sllqes, COIIUrtOII Ill tile lullullwork of 
ltiUfiiUIS, tll'e }list plain rt�re bt SJHICI!. 
'Rilre, but 110t, ltwou/4 seem, Impossible. 
Proof of this Is provided In spades by NASA's 
NEAR-Shoemaker spacecraft, wblcb captured Images of a 
series or square-shaped craters on Asteroid 433 Eros. 
Scientists llave been quick to discount any s�on that 
the square slaapes might denote signs of extraterrstrlal 
activity, and claim that they are perfeclty natural, If a Dtt1e 
unusuaL 
'Tite:Je •lfi'IIHS tll'e IIOt}rut 1UJW!Itlt!tl� t1tey telliU sOIIU!tlllllg 
l1eiY bltert!stbt8J '  Andy Chen& of the John Hopldns 
University or Applied Physics Laboratory was moved to 
comment (Cileng Is the project scieDtlst for �NASA 's Near 
Earth Asteroid Rendezvous spacecraft, wblcb Is orbltlnbg 
Eros); 
'It's 111t bullctltlo11 111111 Eros b permellle4 wltll 111t exlelulve 
qstem ofjttu:tllres lllttlflllllts. Typ#clllly 011 EID1JI wltm we 
jllul tla8 9J1e of jttu:tllred 11re11, tile friiCtlu'a form 
bltenedbtg 6plellu. Crtlten bt suclt • terrtlbt look sqiZIIN, 
we Cllll tile��� }ollletl Cl'tllen. Tile bt!tlt t!XIDNJIIe oftllb b tile 
Btlrrlllger MeteorCrateriiiArl:,ollll. 
'We first SIIW lollg grooves Ill giDbal pk:tures oft/le aterol4 
wltar NEAR MD mterlng orbit IDYJIIIUl Eroa bt F�brluuy 
�(J(JIJ. Now, If we look CIJN/Wly, lltOft of tile close-up 
pldllra s«�niO sllaw slllgs of� 111Ulrl46e:J. 
We lulve 10 ak OIUSelves ltow tllese criiC/cs collld ltllve 

fomtd. PreslllfiiiiJq, tlley tll'e tile reslllt of illrge lmpllcts. 
Tile fuestloll b: dl4tllese lmptlcts lllke pllu:e llj'ler Eros wa 
Its presmt lb;e 111tt1 sllqe or wlllle Eros MU ]HII't of ll lilrge 

]Jtllelll body? 
'Scbutbta � 111111 biiJJolu ofyurs ll[IO, wltm tile Solar 
SpteM .,.... ytHU�g tuUl pllutets wen fOI'IItbtg, Eros cll'cled 
tile &ut Ill 111t orbit betweell Mtll'fl IIIUl Jupiter. It Wll.f ll 
deiiJ:l.m oftlle aterold belt. 
Sbtce tllen, colllsloll with ot/Jer tUterollls IIIUl grtlVItlltlotull 
pertiUINztlotu by Mtll'fl IIIUl Jllplter lulve tlltered Eros's 
orbit, so t1u1t IUJW lt comes close eiiOilgll to Elll1ll to 1tudy 
w1t11 sJHIC«<'ffllke NEAR 
·w� bow • 6fWil d.elll. IJIJollt Eros totlil:y, but wluU W4f lt 
IJU Ill tile ...,_ of tile Solill' SysteM, llefore lt bulne ll 
JU:��r-&lrtll ateroldt Wa Ert�S tmee ptll't ,fa ��UHJ�t-sb:.ell 
pltutd betw«<l Mtll'fl lllttl JllJIIter, ur lua lt lllwtlys bee1t 
sometlllllg a sllltple tu 1111 boillletl cluulk ofSpilce rock? 
26tll Septeln/ler, 2000 'NASA SCIENCE NEWS' 



The Blood--Red 
Waterspout 

A huge cobmm or red-colured water saddeDiy began 
spewing forth from tbe parched soU around La Mancha, ID 
central Spain, last July. 
For a period of six weeks geologists were completely 
baflled by the pbeaomenon. Tbe 100-foot bJ&b gusher of 
reddish water, mixed with soU and carbon dioxide ftnt 
sprung forth on July 25th, at the rate of 13 gallons per 
�ODd. OUve growen iD the city of Graaatula de 
Calatrava were deepening aa eDating welL They IDltlally 
tried UDSuceesstuny to stop the ftow or water by piUDg 
rocks over the opadng. Geologists studying the site say 
tbat 1t Is deftDitely not a geyser, because lt Is not an 
Intermittent event and tbe water Is cooL Enrtque CalleJa, 
director or hydrology for tbe Castma-La Mancba regional 
govenunent, also emphasized tbat the region bas not seen a 
volcano In hundreds of thousands of years. Be went on to 
'explain' that the spout la probably caued by an aquifer, a 
water-bearing layer or rock or sand. Aquften typically are 
or great volume and under tremendous pressure. 
Tbe water, wbkh Is emanating from a bole � feet deep, 
bas lbown no stgn or diminishing. 'I've llevet' hellrll of 
IIIIJtlllng of tills lnteaslly Ill 8pldn, Elll'ope, or 1111ywllere 
ebe for tluzJ ltllltter, '  Enrlque told reporters, with atypkal 
hoaesty. 
6tlt Sqtem/Jer, 2(J(J(J GriiiUIIuiJJ de Olllltr� CDIInll 
..\)Jdlll 'DISCOVERY NEWS' 

The Terror Of The 
Restless Deep 

This might read like something out or the revered 
lmaglnaUon or a classic H.P. Lovecran horror novel, but 
according to reports featured In the naUonal press, a 
trawler found Intact at the bottom of the North Sea, may 
weD have been dragged to the seabed by a giant bubble of 
methane gas. 
The 75-foot boat was discovered 450 feet beneath the 
waves, 150 miles otr the coast of Aberdeell. 

Tbe crew met a terrible rate, it has been propoted by 
'experts' lllvesttgatmg the tragedy. A methane bubble or 
gargantu.m proportions had come surging up from the 
depths, reducing the density or the water to a point where 
ships can no longer remain anoat. 
Marine geologist Alan Judd, wbo was ID charge or the team 
attempUD& to unravel tbe mystery, told reporters; � 
slllp Cllllgllt llbove wou/4 wolllll sink a If lt were Ill 11 lJjl 
slf4/l. People }lunplng overbotlrd Ill /q'ejllckets would link 
too. No trtu:e of tile veuel or lb JNIUD'get'S wou/4 relllllln. 
Tlte lriiWier, biU1t bdweela 1190 IIIUI1930, luul/JtiU dlunllge 
IIIUI watt tloWII "jlllt" la 1111 lll'etl k1tOWII a Wltcll 's Hole, 
wllereescpllbtggtU b fOIUUL 
Doctor .Judd, trom the University or Sunderland, went on 
to state that; 'W1Iell gas IJiow-ollts oec��r tbu1ng off-sllore 
tlrlllbtg tllere lulve beDIIUUIID'OIU OCCIUioll:l wllen jlolltlllg 
rigs lulve lleea sllllk. 
'I've met 11 few people wllo lulve beDI 011 sldps tluzJ lulve 
eii.COIIII1nwlgtUIIIUilonso�M bolqtulcy. 
'Tiutlteory 16 1lntto1Utlwble btlllllllortltoly. 
'We t1re CIIITelltly llltemptbtg to i4DitlfY tile trawler so tJuJt 
we ct111 stJuly Wl!lllller recortb 111111 tllstress ct111s 111 tile time 
to solve t1u lftYSID'Y. 
Meanwhile, another 'expert,' Steve Llscoe, was quick to 
pour acora on the gu bubble theory: 
'I'm 1aery •ceptkld llbollt it bebtg nutk by a ga bllbble 
beauue by tile time tile bubble geu to tile surf��« lt will be 
well tllulilpletl. 
I tlllllk t1u vessel lilt tile sellbell IIIUl CIUISed tile ga to be 
rdetlsed' 
30tlt November, 2000 TlleNortiiSeil 'DAILYMANC' . 

KEEP WATCHING 
THE SKIES ! ! !  

Mystery Missiles And 

Ghost Rockets 
In an eerie echo or the reports from northern Europe back 
ID the late 1940's, a spate or 'ghost' rocket' encounters has 
recently been making the news frolll the AOanUc coast of 
tbe United states to the sides above a war-wary Pakistan. 
Just over a year ago, ID November, 1999, it was revealed 
that ID the tmmedbte wake or the (ltlll) unexplained crub 
of EgyptAir tught 900, U.S. air tramc controllen were 
busy diverting planes to new flight paths. The 
reason. •• Well, according to 'NEWS .MAXCOM' editor 
Cllrlstopller Ruddy, wblle llstadng to control tower radio 
trallk piped through the lleadset on bls own 
London-bouad night, be happeaed to overhear one 
controller advising pilots to foDow new altitlude 
coordlaates. When a crew member asked why, he was 
told, 'TIIere tll'e rockds bdllgjfre4 bt tile lll'e& ' 
This Incident, wouldn't, it seems, be tbe lint Ume air tramc 
control radio chatter has Indicated tome tort of mluile 
activity orr Long Island's coast, causing controUen to alter 
lllght routes. 
On April 26th, 1999, TWA 800 researcher Mtchael Hull, 
writing for the aroremenUoned webslte, reported a stmUar 
episode that took place just months after TW A 800 went 
down. 
'TW A Fllgltt IUI WIIS to be lllvolved Ill II1UJtlter lllcldent 

four IIUHitJu tljler lite tiowllblg of TW.A. FIJgllt lOO. 01J 
NlltiDIIber 16111, 1996, Ptlklstllll bllenultlotllll .A.Jrlbles 
Fli6111 112 11ft Kt!IUWiy Id 9:25� boiUUlfor Frllllkjiut. 
Otte of tile pUob repob1etl 1111 ort���ge Ugllt, wlllcll lie 



dat:rlbala 11 "roclut, " COIIIIIIIJ.from ���� � dM to 
���� rigllt-lultul sllle of� lllrpllme,IIIUI 1u stilted tlult � 
"rocket" luul II&CDUied tllnnlgll ���� IJlrcrqfl•s •lllmtle. 
Bosloll IIJ1IHl1'elllly COII}'Irmell two lllll4elltlJiet biJpl 011 
rtulllr. The tapa were tllme4 over to � FBI tiiUI NTSB 
sbtce tile ob}ect(s) r01� dlrealy olll ofLollg hltiii4Stnuul. 
'TWA FIJgld IU (New York to Tel Al'iv) wa followllag 
cJme beJdlul tile PtJkUtllld fllgld IIIUl MU tllvertell by 11 
CDIIIrollo. Tlu � ....... � btcldntt - 11 
lltdeorlte ollsevertltlott, wldcll IMw!s IIIUIII6WeiWI llow 1t 
colll4 be tlult � meteor aCDUie4 olll of Long lsilllul 
Sound. 
'111 1111 eve�� more jHgiJtellblg exiUIIJI/e, Hllll doclultellts 11 
111111'-rtulllg DJCOIUfter betwull 11 mbslle-llke objet:t 111111 11 
Swlsslllr fllgld bollllll tlfor Zlll'ldl, Swltur� 011 Allpst 
Jtll,1997. 
s.t-ver 27tl!. 1997(Neae Zartdaer Zelt!llla 
Swlulllr luu revetJW tlult 4111 � Jlylllg ob)«t 
tlbunt coiJJdedwltll tme of Its plmtes twer tile Ullltetl SMtes 
lllsiiiiOIIt/L Tile CIIJIIIIIII IIIUIIIb co-pilot sllllla oblollg 11114 

wbtg/ess objet:t slult pat Ill gre11t speed - o,q ft.f1Y meters 
1JWGY from tllelr Boebtg 747. Tlu Alnerlctul lllr tniJJic 
lllltJuR'IIIa •11141twa pro�Mb�:YIIwelllller INiliiHM. 
March 5th, 1999 www.cbcnewa.com Ottowa (CP) 
A Swl.utJlr piJI1t rqH111etl llb 747 jet """ 1tet111¥ lilt by 1111 
lllll4elltlJiet JIYIIIg object, poulbly 11 mbstle, 11e11r tile lll'etl 
off New York wllere 11 TWA /lbpiJme crt�&lu!4 Ill 1996, 
'THE CANANDIAN PRESS' luls letlnted. Sw1ui11r Fljg/lt 
117 MU C171bill6 11l1J,()(J(J fed 011 9tll A#lp8t, 1917, wllm 
tile pliDt lltlenwptell a llllllreu to ptuseagen 1o report tile 
IUIIl" llllu by 11 ro11114wltlte � •�JP • report by t1u U.S. 
NtltlotuJl Trtlluptll'tlltltM &ffety BIHird. "Sir, I tiDft't 1au1w 
wlud 1t wa, brd 1t }lut flew llU • COIIJIIe of llllllllretl feet 
tlbove 11!1, " lie rtulloe4 Bosto11 111r lrii/JIC colltrOL "I dolt 't  
blow lflt Will 11 rocket or wlultevel', IHU lt lltOVed bu:redlbly 
filii Ill tile opposll,e dJredloll. n 
"Ill tlle0J1110Sltre dlndloltt "alrelltlle controller. 
"Ya sir, lllllltltetbnewa1117 (Greetrwlcll Me���� 7'111te). It 
..... too fat to - ,  lllrpl/llu. , 
Hllll's Wu � nm  oJTen 11 tlwlucrlpt o.(� � 
lletwultSwbMlr 1Z7pllot&lllfdgrtRUUICOittrollen. ••• 
8� 127: �� - 8� 127 
OONTROLLER 1: � 127 - go �  

SWR 127: Yes str, I don't lmow w11at 1t was but 1t just 
overftew llke. •• Jib a couple or budred feet above as...I 
doa't lmow If U was a rocket or wluatever but IKredlbly 
fast in the oppoate cllredloa. 
CONTROLLER 1: In the opposite direction? 

S� 127: Yes sir. And tbe Ume was 2107 (5:07pm. local 
Ume). It was too rut to be aa a1rp1ane. 
CONTROLLER 1: OK. 'l'llaat you. 

CONTROLLER 1: USAir 986 - Did  you �ee anytbtng like 
a missile In your area - perhaps otrto your right? 

US AIR: I'D take a &ood look, but If it's &olD' tbat fast I 
probably won't &et a cbaace to see lt. 
CONTROLLER 1: Swlssalr 127 - bow far above you was 
lt? 
SWR 127: It was right over us - right above - opposite 
directlon. •• and. •• I don't know two, three, four hundred feet 
above us 

� 1.27: AD I caa say Is that the tbreee of us saw a wblte 
objed - lt was wblte aad very fast. 

CONTROLLER 1:  Northwest 550. Did you 1ee aaytbing 
similar to a mlu8e or a UJi'O In your vidnity - maybe 
about three minutes ago? 
NW SSO: We beard that report, but we haven't seen 
anytbln&. 

CONTROLLER 1:  USAir 1800 - you dida't 1ee anything 
either? 
USAir: We saw aorhlng 
CONTROLLER 1: Bey, Cbrls. Swlssalr 127 ••• be bad a 
UFO or rocket or sometblng almost hit him In my airspace. 
CONTROLLER 2: A UFO or rocket almost hit the 
Swlssalr 127? 
CONTROLLER 1: Yeab, lt went right above blm. Two or 
three hundred · feet, he says. Some ldnd or wblte object. 
They're cbecJdn& into lt here, but If be says anytbln& to 
you. .. just to let you know 

· 

CONTROLLER 2: OK. TlaaDk you. 

*** And that's not an. AccordiDg to tbe ASSOCIATED 
PRESS, four fairly recent (1999) avlaUon accidents In tbe 
Atlantic Ocean lnvoJviD& planes ftytn& from New York, 
bave raised more than a few quesUoas about the safety of 
one or the worlds's b8slest air corrldon. Predictably 
eaougla, the 'experts' luave bee& qukk to diiDdls the 
'pheDollleiiOII' .. beiDg merely a coladdence. 
However, the fad nmallls that the COIIlblned death toB Is 
pretty worrytag, with uearly 600 people ldlled In the same 
area In just three years. 
FJnt up, as mentioned earlier, we laave tile July, 1996, 
1W A Ji1l&bt 800 dllalter. Tlae plane exploded a few 
miDutes after tab off, cOIIIIDg dowa In tbe waters off Long 
Illaad, killing .230 people. 
Thea, In September, 1998, a Boelag MD-11 crashed a Uttle 
tw1her aortb, aear llallfu, Canada, ldDing .229 people. ID 
July of that same year, a Piper Saratoga piloted by John F. 
Keunedy, Jr, plunged Into the ocean aear Martha's 
VIneyard, Massacbusetts, ldiJin& blm, his wire and ber 
sister. 
And tbm, In November, 1999, tbe EgyptAlr Boelng 767 
pJummeted Into tbe same stretcb of water. 
EmtAir chairman Mobamecl Flhln Rayyaa, was quoted 
at tile Ume as saytq; 'It 1/1 11 lll'tlllge cobtcltlelu:e, ' as be 
noted tbat the lite of the tragedy was aear the 1W A 
aeddeat aad the John II'. ICeaaedy, Jr alrc:rull. 
Egyptian Presldeat HOIBI Mubarak was moved to 
cOIIIIDellt that the two aeddents In the aame area made bJm 
question whetber or DOt the air roatea should be changed. 
77lere 11111)' be solltetltlllg Ill � lltmllq/lere or wet1t11er 
COIUilllolu IIUIY be sometbltel 11e17 lollglt t11ere,' be told 
reporters, seemingly dllmlalng aay possibility of a 
terrorist attack.. 
'So I tllbtk lt sluHI/4 be � lly tile Ulllled St11te1 
IIIUl If 11 1/1 lleetle4 to dtage tile rofltel, tile ,..,.,, 
tlepelulblg 011 tile tlbC��Uiotu IIIUl tile tuseallfellt of tile 
sltlultloll Ill tllb ]HII't oft/le wor/4. ' 
Colnddence or aot, three of the fatal ntpts started at New 
York's Keaaedy Airport. Tbe dowaed Piper was pDoted 
by a Kelmedy, further raisin& the suspicion tbat somet111n2 
more tbaa mere chance was at work bere. 
Not everyooe tblnb lt'a that ltrange, however. 
'It'• pru-e collu:ldDtce, ' the InternaUonal Air Transport 
AssoclaUon, Pierre Jeannlot, wu quoted u saying. '7Jie 
lllgll vobune oftniJ!Ic llelll' New York 1'tlba tile 1UUIIber of 
tiCCII/eat$ tllere. 
'Every lllly, 1110re tluiiJ 11 tluHuiiiUI JllgiiJs tiiUI 100,()(J(J 

JHUSmgen tlllce oJT .from Jolul F.KeiUtelly Airport. 1Wo 
otlter lilrge llltenuJtiolulllllrporb, Newlll'k IIIUILII GIUirtiUJ 
llbo serve New York lliUl SDUl fllllllls lllto tile stune 
corridor. 
'lftlley luulllll}lut llllslllltlealytllt�for 110 ret�.t� 
obvloaly tlllltWDNIIt besometllbtg ebe, ' Ruddy Kapustln, a 
former lnvesU&ator for the National TraasportaUon Safety 
Board, was quoted as saytng. 'Bill tllllt's JUJt tile CIISe. • 
And adc:llng to tbe growing band of sceptics Is James 
McKenna, tbe transportation and safety editor for tbe 



magazine, 'A. VIA 170NWEEK, ' also challeaglng tbe notion 

of a new 'Bermuda Triangle.' 
'EIICh accident Involved 11 dl.IJ'erenl lllrcrtlfl type. They were 
ll1l 111 11 dJD'D'ent point In tile sky wllea tlley DJCOIUitered 
problems. TlteyencoiUIIereddljJ'erenttypes ofproblems. 
'WIIJle lt IIUI)' raise questloiiS lit some people's mllub, I 1111t 
sure tllose questloiiS wolllll produce tutSWen tllllt tllere wa 
tiUit tllere MU 1UJt1JbtR WI'OII6 wltll tile llinpt�a or tile 

lllrpo1't , 
November, l!J!J!J New York 'A.&S'OCIATED PRESS' 

*** MeanwhDe, the reported slghtlngs or mystery missiles 
over Balochlstan, Pakistan, during the second week In 
August, this year, was causing the government of that 
country severe consternation as they falled to come up with 
an explanation for the Oame-emlttln& objects. 
Scores of eye witnesses claimed to have seen the 'missiles' 
flying in a row, and whDst the tnddent could weD have 
beea dimllued u being merely an optical llhuion lnlplred 
by the ldgb teasiODS that pervade the lndlan/Paldstan 
border, the problem remains that they were seaa by many 
people ftytng over a vast area. From Quetta, Cbaman, Q11a 
AbduDab and QDa Salftlllah to Loralal and Barkaban, the 
reported direction of these 'mlssles' was the same: from the 
west to the east. 
Therefore, it is bard to believe that so many people could 
have simply lm•glned seeing tbe8e same objeeta ftylag in 
the same general direction. 
In the absence or a convicncing omctal explallatlon, 
conjectures predictably abound. Most of the populace or 
Balochlstan thoupt the UFOs were missiles headed 
towards Afglwdstan as part or the heinous US must 
get-Osama-Bin-Laden-at-aD-costs campaign. This Is 
perhaps understandable due to their experience In the 
fairly recent past when the 'The Most Moral Guardians In 
The History Of Tbe World, EVERl!! elected to bomb Bin 
Laden's supposed headquarten m retaliation for terrorist 
attacb OD the United States mainland. 
However, no mlulle landlnp have been reported from 
Afghanistan, hinting that the 'target' of the mysterious 
objects did not He outside Pakistan Itself. 
It hu been theorised that the real cause was a top secret 
test llrlng or a new weapons system, which Is all One and 
dandy, untn one comes to consider the fact that In view or 
the 24-hour sateotte surveiDance by the US defence 
authorities, no such test-Brings could posslblly escape 
detection. 
Some local tribesmen could have tired the objects in a bid 
to Kttle some tribal dispute or perhaps, they were directed 
at the very centres of government controL Unfortunate as 
it may be, such disputes are dlsconerUDgly common In 
Balochlstan. Presently, one or the prominent tribal chiefs, 
Sardar Khalr Bukhsh Marrl, Is in prison on a murder 
charge - wldch Is in Itself an eitraordlnary happening. 
Blood fueds and bids for &reater poUUcal power over tlae 
years, have led to much violence and tbe resultant loss of 
many Uves wblle also posing serious challeages to the 
govei'IUDelltal. authority ID the province. llenc:e, it would 
not be 1urprii1Dg If the Dying objecta do Indeed Ulm out to 
have been launched by tribal antagonists. 
outsiders may find it hard to believe that people other 
than Pakistan's defence persoDDel �ould possess such 
sophlsUcated weapens as Surface To Air Missiles, but that 
fact would not surprise any resident of Pakistan. Those 
suftlclently Interested and having the resources to buy such 
weapons, are known to have acquired missiles leftover 
from tbe CIA's war by proxy a&alnst the Soviet invasion of 
Af&Jwdstan. In the past. such weapons have also been used 
by outlaws in some other part s or the country. Howwver, 
nothing can be stated with any degree of certainty unless 
and until the government comes out with a clearly stated 
account or what has happened In Balochlstan. 

Whatever wu truly 1ee11 ID the provinces aides must have 
landed 1omewhere, and If it has, the government will very 
likely have recovered it. The pronvinclal authorities are 
said to have mounted a large search for the remnants of the 
'missiles,' employing aD avallaable resources, though, at he 
time or going to press, they hadn't met wltb much 
apparent success. 
21st August, 2()()() Bllloclllstlm, Pllklstllll 'ASSOCIATED 
PRESS' 

Anomalous Flashes In The 
Skies Over California 

In Los Angeles, a green and orange flash that streaked 
across tbe heavens, from the high desert all the way to the 
PaciOc Coast, may weD have been a meteor, a�cordlng to 
some 'experts.' 
The flash was first seen in the clear Southern Californian 
sky at about 8pm � the  last week m September of this 
year, and was visible more than 100 miles away, as far east 
u the Arizona Une aad as far south as the US-Mexlco 
border. 
'From tile t/DCI'Iptlolt I got, ll sOIUUis 1WJ' ltUICII like 11 
brlgllt meteor or jll'ebtlll a we Cllll tllem, ' Patrlck So, an 
astronomer with the Grtmth Park Observatory, told 
reporten. 'It WtJS 1IIOSt likely 11 frllgmDtt from 1111 1Uterol4 
t11111 broke up loftgqo. ' 
Such objeda apparently often emit a greenish glow as they 
burn up In the Earth's atmosphere. 
One of the witnesses to the phenomenon was a trucker 
named Tom Lawson. He was driving along Interstate 8 
near GDa Bend, Arizona, when he claims he saw a 'green 
llgllt wltll kind of 1111 ort��tge tllll going from tile soutllwest 
sky. 
'It just lcbu offtuled out tu ll got to tile West COIISt ' 
Other witnesses reported lighting the Dash from San Diego 
and from .Joshua Tree, ill the Mojave Desert. 
27tll September, 21NJtJ OlllfomltJ, U&..t 'A.SSOCLt TED 
PRESS' 

N ostaligia From An Age 
That Never Was 

Gordon Cooper, the former Mercury astronaut who Is a 
self-confessed believer ill the ematerrestrlal origin of at 
least some UFOs, has recently written a book entitled, 
appropriately enough; LEAP OFF A.ITH. ' 
The opus presents tbe now, all-too familiar tale of a 
government cover-up and attendant conspiracy to hide the 
truth about UFOs, tills one Involving spy cameras, Area 
51, and his own personal eipertences whDst enagaged on a 
NASA space mission. 
The fact that be Is rtptly reaarded as sometbiDE or an 
aD-American hero, has doubtless helped adorn his accounts 
with a fair belplng or credlbwty. 
However, it has reftlltly emerged that several other space 
veterans have seemiii&IY been slow to back up Cooper'• 
claims, and have m fact chose to relate very dHI"erent 
versions of the events oatUned in Cooper;s book. 
Ac�ordlng to Mr Cooper, back in 196S, he was carrying a 
super-secret spy camera aboard Gemlnl-S and managed to 
acddentany snap a sequence or pictures or the notorious 
Area St ln Nevada. 
Consequently, the camera and Its mm were duly 
conOscated by those dastardly azents from the Pentazon, 
and never saw tbe Jl&ht of day azaln. He claims he was 
personaDy ordered by then President Johnsoa not to 
divulge the ftlms conteata. 
'� 1pecllll 1IIOIUite4 ctllllet'tJ we Cll7'rl«l lul4 11 ltuge 
teleplloto letu, ' Cooper writes. 'We were tulced to sltoot 



tiU'u •pecljlc �from 0111' •JNICD'IJft'• wbulow becluue 
tile pltoto experts lWIIItell tD be 11/Jie tD �t�e�Urue tile 
resolldlo11 oj'tlle plctllres. 
'Aiul tlult's emctly 'WIIIIt tlley dl4: OVer ClliNI, we took 

pictures of 1111 alrJiel4. Over tile Ptldjlc Ocean, we took 
pictures of Clli'S In JHII'Idllg IDts. Beyond tlull, we were 
DICOIITIJ6ed to sltoot IIWq Ill otlter lllrjlellb, cltles IIIUI 
1111ytlllng else wewtllllelllllo��g tile WIIJ'. ' 

NASA's former chief photo analyst, Richard Underwood, 
conftrmed the e.Dstence of an actual uperlment, but had a 
very cJHrerent recollection of the details or tbe test than did 
Cooper. 
Now retired in Nassau Bay, Texas, Underwood recalled the 
camera was a 35-mm Qaester with a Zein 'Contarex' leas. 
There was also sometblng called a 'catatoplc system' 
(folded optics, for all yoa camera fad fans out there), with 
a foot-long barrel giYing 'severlll tluJ1111IUUI' mm's of focal 
length (Cooper recalls lt was ll�). Mounted on the 
spacecraft window lt was shot at VSOth or a second at 
various ground targets passing directly below the 
spK«raft. 
'It MU tile •�����e CIUiteiYJ tlult Ed WIIIU toolc ouullk w1t11 
ldm 011 lll.t SJHI« WtJIJc 1ft Jtuae, Underwood recalled. 'We 
)1111t skipped 11 big /em tu:rembly 011 tile froiJt ellll. 
'Cotulderlng the optlctllclulracterl.ltlcs oftlte Clllllerll, I Cllll 
cakulllte tlult tile tlleordlctll IIIIIXImllm resolutlo11 - tile 
siiUillest object dbCUIUible pltotogrqlts - colll4 be tu slllllll 
tu 11 Juuulred feet or stJ. Tlull WIU wltllt tile PD1111go11 WIIS 
lulplllgfOI'. 
Cooper, however, dliUnctly reealla a marked ciUfereaee 
regarding the Image quality. �j'ler :rpllultdowtt, tiiUl wltlle 
Pete IUUI I were stiU tlbotlrtl tile recovery vessel, tile exposed 
JUm ftom tltllt mollllle4 Clllllel'll wtu ruslled to 11 tlllrlcroom 
llllll developed. I was slwwtt llfew pictures - Including some 
uniJellevableclose-llJIS ofCIII' llcelu:e plldes. 
This was deemed to be absolutely Impossible accordJn& to 
retired NASA space photography 'experts.' 'We aever 
11111otu1a or devdoped space fUm 1ft recovery •ltlps7 Geae 
Edmonds told reporten at his home In LaPorte, Teus. 
'We lllwGy:r kept 1t :r".fe fliT developmmt 1ft our OW1J 
:rpedlllb;ed lllbs bllc/c IIIHoruloll. 
'Nor would Ucence pillles be readllble ftom 11 luuul-lle/4 
Clllllel'llln SpliCe-or 1111y otller sllleJJJte INu:k In tile 1960's. ' 

Writing recently ID 'THE WASHINGTON POST, ' Dr 
Dwayne A. Day, a dvlllan specialist in space 
reconnaissance, had opmly crltldzed HoDywood mobles 
for precisely the same reason. 
'Tile best resobltloll of 1111 Amrelcllll spy Slltelllle, tlcllleved 
by 1111 older series 110 lo11ger lll ��&e, Wll.f reputed to be llbout 
2 IIIUI 11 lalllf lllcltes. Tills me11tu tllllt t1u slllllllest visible 
objed WOilld be tlu slr.e of 11 btuebllll, 1101 tile tllln letten 
IIIUIIUUIIIJen 01111 �p/JIU. ' 
According to Day and other 'experts,' Cooper's claim 
violates the laws of opUcs and prompts the question; 'How 
could be even aim lt?' You can't visually make out parking 
lots from orbit. 
Despite tills, NASA'S Dick Undenrood does Indeed recall 
that In 1965, tbe Pentagon did grab the mm of the 
experiment while the crew was sUB aboard tbe recovery 
carrier. 'Cooper MU retJlly upset, ' Undenrood stated. 'I 
wtu IJviJl, '  Cooper ldmself writes, 'but tllere W4f IU1tiUIIg 1 
colllll do 1111out lt. ' 
But Undenrood and his cohorts remember a Jot more 
about what actually became or the mm. Perhaps tbls 11 not 
too surprtslag slnee lt was their sped•ltnlUon: handling 
space photographs. As far as Cooper ever lmew, the 
Images had totany vanished, and that's tbe way he's been 
relatbl& tbe story down the years ever since. 
Not so, retorts Ullderwood. '.NA&t MU seat tJ set ofprillls 
from tlte ro/J. IIjiD'  tile PDIIIIgoll lleveJoped lt IIIUl sbuiJeil lt.  
Notltlng too excltbtg •llowedllp. 
'TiuJ:re plctllra woiUUI up filed lllo1J6 wltJJ tile other 
NASA.-spotuoretl sltob jtom Gemllll-5. 
�sI ret:llll, IIUII'e tltllll 11 t1ec1u1e llller, wllen atrolllllll Tom 
Stllfford relllmed to mlJJttJry duty tu tJ brlgtuller generlll 
IIIUI Wtu 11Uigned ID direct spliCe plluutlllg Ill tile Pentagon, 
tu llfiiVOIIT ID meJae enqlllre4 � t/u origbull llqllllves. 
Tltq were 110WIIere ID befoii.IUI.. Hewa tol4tlley 11JUSI Juzve 
b«ta dntroyetl. , 
'Not at 1111, ' recalls yet another NASA photo'expert.' 'TIIey 
:rmt baclc tile orlglnlll neglltha illter wlten tlley reti/Jsed 
thlll tltey weren't very good. Wllm I retired, they were stlU 
somwlterelntlle tll'cldves l11Holl8toll. ' 
And that's where tbey were later 'uncovered' by Jlm 
Ober&, who Is, would you belelve, yet another or those 
'experts.' 
'WIIDI I 11islU!tl tile pllotogrtqMk tll'cldves IHIJMJIIg Ill tile 
Joluuott 8pll« Catre, .Arcllh¥ tllredor MIII'Y W11kbuon 
ltllll collectetl tile tloclunelttlltl llllll trtllu]HD'eiiCies fliT my 

lnspedJoiL 
'Two rolls of 55 slwts elldl, IIIUI 21 more from 11 lltlrtl roll, 
lallll bem ciiiiiJogue4 lit tile NA&t p1toto system on 
Spetember 23rtl, 1965, }lut " 1ltOIItlt lljler tile JUgltt, 
IICCOTtlbtg tD III'Citlvl:rt Dtwl4 SlulrrtHt. Tile origbull 
doclunelllllllo11 lntllcllted tile sltots lttul 1Jeve1' bull 
ciJUsiJiell, IIIUijmm alllllbllllgtltem ltwa eay ID seewlty. 
'EIIch sltot covered a lll'e/1 severtll miles 011 11 side, w1t1t 
SltiiTJinesS 11 bit better tJuua 11 typlctJl TY screea. Tlult's 
eqlllvlllellt to 11 grOIUUI resolutloll ofperlulps 50-100 f� 
t!XIIdlywltllt Ullllerwood/uul estlmllted. 
'Tile views slulwe4 precisely wlult Cooper rectllle4 
obsenbtg: tlbflel4s, ullmds, el"eel "lm-ge us city {DIIlllu, lt 
tumed Old). 
'Tile pictures of lllrjleJib sltowed rrurways, but lllrcrllfllllltl 
bul/4bags colll4n 't be nuule out. 011 tile city sltot, 1t was 
Impossible to see siiUIIl letten, or ne�� IJcDu:e plllles, or 
even CIII'S, or even ptll'lclng lots lit lllL A crlucross ]Hittem of 
rotllb 11114 city biDe/a colllll be IIUUie 0111, but IIOtltbtg 
Dllllller. 
'Tile Cllllllog for tile NA&t tiTCidves tlncrlbetl oae otlter 

problem. Tltere MD IJttle, If tury, crew tloctunelttiJtk of 
e.mctly wllere tile pltotogTIIJIIts were tiJUII: "Tile IIStrOIUIIII 



log 18 skdclty IIIUl dlfJicult to to use for 1111y dlltiJ ofWillu, " 
ltstdd 
'Dr Day lltul also llelll"d of tills problem 'WIIen he 111111 
researclledthe /llstory ofUS spy stllei/Jtes. 
"Whtll hiiJIPDied wth Gemini war thtlt the utroiUlllls were 
sloppy In recording where they took their shots. The guys Ill 
the Nllllotull Photogtvp/tlc Itllerprdlltioft Cmtre, 
ddennJned tlult 1111Y IIUIIUied l'eCOIIIUilstln qstem would 
stlll reqlllre 11 computn' to kup tnJcJc ofwltne tile cmnert� 
wa pobttbtg IIIUl wlten 11 wa sllootbag. People IUiturtiJly 
stiJrled to ale "If we luJve 11 ctnnp11ter lllklng tlte p/loto!l 
ayway, why tlo we need the guys?" 
'For 11 numberofslmllllr ret��ons, the Penlllgon lost Interest 
111 11 IIIIIIIMil mJiltllry SJHIU stlltlon (the MIIIUied Orbiting 
Ltlboratoy, or MOL), lliUl ClliiCdletl the progrlllllltle llfew 
ye11n llller. The poor pluJtography on Gemlnl 5 wasn't the 
lftllbl CIIIUe. But lt wa 011e of tile e.ly IUiil!l ba tile MOL 

coJik 
Cooper, meanwhile, never did learn that the photographs 
bad been returned to NASA by a disappointed Peatagon. 
He later told a story abotu how somebody bad explained 
the conftscaUon to him. 
He later told a story about how somebody had explaiDed 
tbe eonJhcation to him. 
'Mtmy yun lllter, lit 11 1991 NA.Stt relllllolt lit Olpe 
CIIIUIVD'IIl, grey-ltlllred 1111111 ctmte 11p to me 111111 tu Iced If I 
remetn/Jeretl him. The 1111111 ldentlJied hlltUe/f a the 1111111 
who had conJisCIIIetl my film, IIIUl tlten asked; "Did ayone 
ever tell you why the jUm war conflscllle4? It was becluue 
you /uulthe mostlftll6IIIJicmtplctul'es of Ares 51. " 
'lwa.r thrll1ed. Alulufor Are�� 51, I hope the Air Force Is 
COIUiudbtiJ � w1tJ1 fllllllb w1t1J /tlg/lq IIIUUIUil 
lllrctwJI - e1otell .IIIU¥ft wltlt � JII'OPI'bloft 
spte1tu. Alld tlte jlrst pentm to come ltomewltll pldllre& of 
thempterlous.tfres 31? All atl'olullltft'OinSJHIU. ' 
SacDy, as Jlm Oberg points oat, tbls has likely proven to be 
yet another of. those stories that falls to hold up under even 
the most cursory or e.umlnatlons. It turns out, on 
Geadni-S, Cooper never flew over Area Sl at aD. The 
spacecraft orbit always passed far to tbe south. It was 
pllysleaDy impossible for him to have taken any 
aear-verUcal mapshotl oftbe auper-.eeret te.t range. 
'Ew!lt 11 simple c/aeck of lab ll'll}eclory slatnn thl& Tile 
Getnbll's orbltlll bldbultlo11 wa 33 degr«s, tiiUl tlte 
soutltenunost reglotl!l of Are�� 31 liTe lit 31 degrees IIOI1IL 
Tlltll's 11 horl:(.ontlll dlsllmce of IIIJout 300 miles, frOIII 1111 
llltlllule of tliiiiOSt 150 mliA 
�ybody CIUI we slltdllte lrtlclcbaiJ sojlwtlre 1WidUy 
IZWillllble 011 the Illlemet, w1t11 speclflc Gembd-5 t:nljectMy 
metUilrelllellb also 011 tlte Illtemet Seelc IIIUl you wllljftul 
out thtll tu viewed ft'olnAI'etJ 31, Gemlnl-3 never got higher 
tlttlll IIIJout 20 degrees 011 the solllhem llorlr.on, IHirely 
tlbove the 1n0lllltalns for Ollly 11 few secoiUb, o11ce or twice 11 
d4ly. 
� viewed from his � thtJt wollld be fill' out IU!III' 
Ellrlll 's laoril.o11, lo!lt ba the dust 1111d lulu of tlte tltlck 
� Tile Ctllftei'W expnlmutt �' 111111 
Cooper's OWJI IIJDIIOry of lt, l11110lved only strlligllt-down 
views ofthe netUeSt pot'llos oft/le surj'ace, seen through tlte 
thbulest lllyer ofthe lllmosphere. Ares 51 wollld never llave 
been lmllged, even by IJCddmt, except by grossly vlollltbag 
the experiment procellura. 
'There was one lntrlglllng Item In the cllliiJog llowever: 11 
sltot ofthe Elep#lllllt Blltte reurvolr Ill New Mexico. Tlult Is 
Ill/eat, the 4lrectlott of AlwJ 31. 
'I plllled the tram]HUmcy out of ID envelopelllld lolllled it 
Ill tlte viewer for closer Ulllllbultlon. But the picture, IUce 
1n0st of the others, wtu tiiUither dlsiiJIPolnttnent. Splotchy 
desert sands, covere4by SCIItterd cloiUis, showe4 only 11few 

fllblt lbtn ofwlull lftliJIIt /unte 1JeD1 roads. Tllere were 110 
17UIWIIJ'S· No mysery IJulldlngs. No UFOs. 
'Cooper's 1UITI'atlve - the prenudllrely devdoped JUm with 
visible llce1lce pltlles, the fOrbidden peek tll ll super-secret 
lnsllll/lltlon, the cover-up froln the highest levels of the 
govenunent - Is by fill' the 1n0st exdtbag version of this 
Incident. Cooper's sincerity tiiUl seff-ctJ1IjldDice rt!llllllm 
IIIUpleSIIonetl 
'Hu IIIJelft, Stll MillR, aaiU'ell me tltllt tlte dettd1s of the 

atorywere tnu. 
"I11 flld, tltere were IUIIIIeroru 33mm ctllllertu llboard 
Genallll--3, not }list one tu you postlllllted, "  he wrote, 
(presllltUibly, the NASA Clllllertlexperts simply forgot llbout 
the others, nner lbteil them In the mission nuualfest or 
photoarclllves, llllllmlslllbelledoneofthemas 'DO D). 
'Nor dJ4 Cooper ever clllbn "he .flew directly over Ares 51 " 

- the CllllleriJ retllly /uul "11 rtiiiiJe of view of about 1500 
llflln. " 
"As for the p/aotos you weN ShOWII, lt's possible thiJt SOifte 
of thena have IJeell tleciiUslJled In tlte ye��n since the 
mission, but the Colonelwtu unequlvlclllly told tlttltA.LL of 
the fllm was pl4ce4 IUider clluslfbllloll s/aortly llfln' 
Gelttlft-5'• rebu7t to tlte Clll7'ler tUUl Presideltt JoltiiSOII 
!IMIJ!Ieqllelttl:y t�Ck�untr/edged dJrectly to tile Colollel thllt he 
hllllpenolllllly gtvell the order. " 
'Bill t1te testlmolty of severlll experts IIIIICII closer tltt111 
Cooper to the IICtlull phologriiJihlc process slluuls In 
sluJcklng, llllll tll&mqbag contriiSito thevenlott Ill tlte boolc. 
So do the co/4 eqlllltlons of orbltlll motion, lliUl the precise 
catcutu• of optk:s. .A.Iul so, too, dJd the p/aotoiJrtlplas lliUl 
Clltlllop I lteltl Ill Ill)' luuuls lit tile NA.Stt pluJto Id. ' 
3rd October, 2000 Thaaka to Jlm Oberg Spaee.Com 

Descendants Of 
An 'Alien Strain ? ' 

Tlds may DOt be quite the vindicatioo Trevor .James 
Constable soaght when he proposed his theory that the 
upper atmosphere or the Earth might well be populated by 
'spaee erltters,' but sdentists have appareotly discovered 
what could be a primitive form of alien life floating miles 
above tbe surface or oar planet. 
Astroblologlsts have gone oo record as stating that tbe 
strain or bacteria round ten miles up In the stratosphere 
might have come from a passing comet. 
The bacteria Involved has ��ever before been fond on the 
Earth. 
Its dlseovery may well help add eredenee to the theory that 
Ufe on Earth eoald have been triggered by the arrival or a 
comet from the darkest reaches or space. 
The bacteria was round In tbe mter or a hlgb-llylng balloon 
operated by sclenUsts from the Indian Space Reseraeh 
Organisation. 
The ISRO team had shared its llndlng with astronomers at 
CardHI' University and spedallsts from the University or 
Wales College or Medlclnee, who have come together to 
form Europe's ftrst Astrobiology centre. 
Profeaor Chandra Wickramulnghe, who is based at the 
university, ftnt put forward the ease for so-called 
"panspermia' more than 20 years ago aloog with Sir Fred 
Hoyle. 
Their theory was that the seeds or nre - In the form or DNA 
or dormant microbes - may be carried by asteroids or 
comets, or drift In Interstellar clouds, to fall and germinate 
on suitable planets such as the Earth. 
Professor Wlckramasslngbe believes that the ISRO's 
dlseovery provides the stron£est evidence to support his 



theory. Predictably though, the Kpetia have been Jinlng up 
to voice their doubts. 
The good professor remains stalwart In his convlcUoas, 
however; 'Tills b a very e:xdtlllg dbcovery IUUltlte jlrst time 
we llave IIIJII lllrect ev1t1e1u:e for tile llypotllesb 111111 comets 
seed Uj'e on plands, 'he told reporters. 

'It Is 11 ltltlterto IUtluunm stl'tlbt ofiHicterliL It Is so tiJjfereat 
from anyt/llng we've KDI before tlult liTe 011/:y two posslble 
expltl1u1tllon. Flntly, tlult orgtlllbiiU llave been 11J1e4 jt'om 
tiJe EIU'tJJ to grellt llelgllts In tile sklesluul lltwe somellow 
IIUUtqllJed tllere tiiUl cluutgell over tUne. 
Alulsecondly, tllllltltb b 1111 e:XIIIIIJI/eofprlmltlve llllenllfe. 
'It b IUillJcely tlllll tile IMlloott probe was coiiiiDnilltell by 
� orglllllslfU bee��use ofstrblgDitsterlk coiUltlolu 011 
iNHirtl. 
'Tile most recent geo/oglclll evidence IIOW suggests tlult llfe 
on Eill1ll IIUI}' be fOur bUIJo11 Yt!lln o/4. 771111 b 11 very 
slgttlflclult time scllle becluue 1t was 11 period wllm tJJe 
EII11JI WIIS bdngpolllf4ed by comets lllldmdeorltes. 
'Aiul tills ldetJ of Uvlng tltlngs triiVdlbag tltrougll SpliCe MU 
1ltllde fliT more pkuulble lly tile dbcovery recent�¥ of 
mblbCille IHidel1a In salt crptlllJ bll11etl deep Ili a  CIIVel'tJ Ill 
New Mexico (see elsewhere In this Issue for more details on 
this). 
221Ul November, 2000 Ct�rdiJJ' Ulllvenlty, Wtlles 'DAILY 
MAIL' 

QJhe fK.artian 
Cftronic[es 

The posslbllty that Ht'e may once have existed on HG 
Wells' 'remote, forblddbax pllulet, ' was considerably 
Increased by the apparent discovery that Man Is covered 
wttb a series or long dried up lakes. 
NASA 's MArs Orblter camera (this craft, IIDIIke several or 
its predecessors, not faDing vktlm, so far anyway, to the 
supposed 'MArtlan jiDI' - See last Issue) managed to 
capture ima&es or layers or sedimentary rock outcrops 
dating from 3.5 million to 4.3 miiHon years a&o. 
Some are a few miles tblck ud appear to be made from 
ftne grained materials deposited ID horizoatal layen. 
<>then conaist or stacks or beds just three feet tblek. 

Doctor Michael Malin and Doctor Kenaetb Edgett, of 
Mdn Science Systems ID San Diego, Califomla, believe the 
rocks are llkdy to have been created at the bottom or lakes, 
In or around craten. 
They say tbat the Ondlngs Indicate tbat tbe early geology or 
tbe planet was more dynamic tban previously suspected. 
And if ure did eDst at tbls time, there may well be rossO 
remains sandwiched between the sedimentary rock layers, 
just u they are on Earth. 
Sedbnents can be deposited In a variety of ways, Including 
wind, water, vokanlc activity, or from the dust thrown up 
ID cosmic coDisions. But the aumber of outcrops witbiD 
bulB-like features ltroagly suggests that they were 
depollted by lakes that formed wltbtD the craters. 
'Sollle oftlteMan Orblter CIJIItDW lmiJges oftltese Olltcrops 
sllow luuulrelb tmd IIIUidreds of l4elrtlclllly tldck lllyen, 
wllldt b lllmost lltlpoulble to lulve wlllwflt tiJe presence of 
'Wtller, 'Doctor MAHn told reporters. 
'TIIere Is 110 evldellce of wllul deposition, wlllle volamlc 
lldlvlly would llave pt'OIIucetltoo lltlle tbut. ' 
The ftDdlags were publlsbed ID the highly-respected 
JOUI'IIal; 'SCIENCE, ' and, at tbe time of going to press, 
were being closely scrutinised by the British team of space 
scientists who plan to send a robot probe to look for 
further evidence for Ufe OD Mars In 2003. 
As Doctor Keoneth Ed&dt anaouneed to journalists; ''IIIb 
discovery llllikD M11n 1lll1t'e COiftll/lalled tiiUl 1lll1t'e 
exdtbtg. '  
3Ttl DecDitber, 3()()() Tile Pllutd Mt�n 'THE DAILY 
MANC'I'THE DAILY TELEGRAPH. ' 

Crop Circles Created 
By Aliens? 

Never one afraid to voice an opinion, no matter bow 
outlandish it may seem, Colln Wllson, the respected 
author, has stuck bls neck out once more, this Ume to 
propose the theory that the almost totally discredited 
pbenomenon or Crop Circles, has been perpertrated by 
Alleas. ••• 
Mr Wllsoa has dismlued the theories propoted by the likes 
of Colla Andrews aad Pat Delgado, that the circles ·are 
formed by the Earth's magaetlc fteld, and states Instead tbe 
Increasingly daborate patterns that have been appeariDg 
across the ftelds or southern England, can only be 
uplalned by a hJ&biY lntelll&eDt force. 
'Corti circles ldnl tJult we 11re llvlllg Ill • str1111ger tllllllftlll"e 
� lllllvBu tJum sclsltlsts IIIUI CJ'IIIcs belJeve, tmd 
tJu1t to111017'0W 0111' lives llllgllt be tlvuufonned by SOIM 
dlsctwery tllatwllltJStollllllus 1111. 
'I believe tlllll our llutbu:t Is rlgllt. Scientists seem to be 

possessed by 1111 urge to sllo11-c1J1111ge us, IIIUl to reduce IJil 
mysteries to tile level oft/le commonplllce. Alull11111 pretty 
certllba tluil, wlflllever tile jl1ull exp/Jlludlon ofO'op Circles, 
lt b 1UJt going to be COIIIIIIOIIJIIIIce. ' 
So, that kiDd or rules out Doug'a'Dave, and their 'belpen' 
then, one assumes. •• 
'TIIere Is DIU slmp� fiiUl olwlolu ob}edJoft to Andrew.t' 
theory about Eart/I IIUJglldbm. If Crop Circles retdly are 
CIIIUed by some fOrlll of declrlclly, tllm wily /uJVe the only 
llpJit!lll'e4 Ill tile IIISt 20 ye��n or so? 
'EIIglluul, � Alutrllllll, llave been Jilll of 
glglllllkcomjlelllsforcenturles IIIUltlterellavelllwllys bem 
clai'OIIJclen ofsll'tlnge ft1ellb. 
'Wily do we 1101 llesr IJbout Crop ClrcJa Ill tlu tbne of 
Cluulcer or Sllllkespelll'e1 Beallue, I 11111flllrly certllbl, they 
dill IIOt exist. WIJII'Ieft7 Is IIIIJIPellbtg, beg1ut In tile ZOtlt 
CDIIIUy. (er, what about the so-called "Mowing Devll" and 



tbe many reports of auppoMd 'Faerie Rblga," then, 
Colln?). 
'On September 181, 1974,1ong before t���yone lltullletUVI of 
tile Crop Circle pllenomenon, 11 Ouuulllm .{tlrmer IIII1Mfl 
Edwln Fuhr, wllo llved netD' Llmgenburg, Saslclllcllewllll, 
was drtvlng Ills tractor Ill ajleJJl ofrapeseed when lte saw 11 
roiUUI, sltbay disc, about 11 feet IICI'O.JS, whlrllag above tile 
crop IIIUl Cllll.Jbag lt to .JW'O'. 
'TitDI Ju .raw folll' 1110n hi difJ'oDit ]IIIIU oftllefk!14.. For 

Jl./leell mbultn Ju .Jilt ft'ozelt wltlt f�, until •� tJu 
tlbcs took oJT, mlag In a lcbul  of grey WIJ'Ofl'· Tllere In tile 
rtzpe.seed were jive circles, 11 feet IICI'OSS. Hoards of 
joll17UIIJs13 nultedto pllotogt'tlpii iiiUireport ontllem. 
'Otller circles beg1111 to be repotted: from Mllllltobll, 

CIIIUIIlll, from Yldorlll tiiUl Queetultlnd, AustnllJG, jtoln 
lb� Brlll)J, from New Z� the Soviet Ulllon, 
� IIIUl Sw#tzerlmul 
'It wa11't lllllll 1961J t1u1t tJu Jlnt Crop Cb-cla were 
rqorled In E11g1Mul. A. Wllbltlre ft11711er, JoiiiiSciUl,fOIUUl 
tllree of tllem, eiDdl 60ft wide, In llb Dill field netD' tile 
fiiiiiOIIS W1llle Horse lilnllmllrk Ill UJIIIIgloiL 
� meteorloglst IUIIIte4 Terence Met:Ulen lost no tbne Ill 

provllllllg 11 COIIIIIIOIIUIUe explluultloll. Tlu clrcJG, Ju sllld, 
were IIUide lly slllltlftn wllll'lwbub. Bllt F111711n Scllll's 
clrcln would lr.ave needed tllree wlllrlwbub, elldJ 60ft 
IICI'O.JS. In ftlcl, lheywolll411tulto IIIIW! IJeetJ toriUIIIoes. 
'In August, the foUowlng y�, Crop ClrcJa llell1' lite 
Clteesefoot Hellll bellllty spot Ill HfiiiiJI.Jhlre, re}illell 
Melldm 's llteory. Tlterewere lllree oftlu!m, one 60jltu:rou, 
111111 lite other two, pllu:e4 sylllllldl'lcll on dtJier side oflt, 
25JI IICI'OII.I. 
Tltey were fill' too 11e11t to IIIIVe beelt IIUide lly 11 wltlrlwbul.lt 
wa a If some glllnt JH1SbY cook lltldleluled down from tile 
s/cy wltll one of tltose lllellll cutten for slllmplng out 
bbCIIIU. Alul tlte corn tii'OIUUI tllem luul not been broken or 
trlllllpld. 
So ltwellt on yellT ll}ler y�, wltll the Brltblt press growing 
moretUUlmoreexdtetl. •• 
Right up until, in 1991, Doug 'n' Dave popped up to 
announce t11q had been responsible for the vast majority 
of the Circles. 
The fad that they couldn't repUcate the lack of any obvious 
damage to the Oeld containing tbe 'genuine' Circles, doesn't 
Impress Mr WDson a great deal, and be was also keea to 
point out, somewhat unnecessarily, you mlgbt feel, that 
Doug'n' Dave had been unable to cause tbe Circles In 
Canada, Aaatralla, and the Soviet Union. 
'Besldn tlll8, tJgllbt IUUI llgflln, ohenen tuJtlced oM 

pltettomella iiS&OCiatedwltll tile Orcin. In June, 1990, six 
observers Ill Wan.rdyke, netD' SlliJury Hill In Wlllslllre, 
ltelll'tlll ltlglt-pltclled trlllbtg, IIIUI.JIIW "blllck rotb }lunpbag 
up 11114 down, " 111110ng lite whetll; 1U:XI day there were Crop 
Circles. 
� riMIJo luun lit Devon luul llls lbtellbag spoilt lit Jtute, 
1991, lly 11 serln of ltlgll-pltclled blips IUUI clklu lite lleXt 
day, 11 10ft Circle WtU fOIUUllleiiTIIy. 
'.A.&tr0110111er Gerald Hawlcbu wa& so f11Scbulted lly tile 
subject tlllll lte begllll to stiUiy lite precise metUUremelll of 
llll the Circles Ill Colln Andrews '  bestseiJJng book 011 lite 
sub}ed 'aRCULAR EVIDENCE. ' 
'He s0011 notlce4 111111 these Circles - ojlen w1t11 paltenu 
bulde them -11114 beDI COIIStnU:tedvery precl.sely IICCOI'dblg 
to tile geoiiU!Iry of El4dlll, tile Greek llllltltDIIIIIIcllul wlto 
llvell iii'OIUUI 31J()BC, IIIUl COIItplle4 wlult MU tile muuiiDvl 
text OIJ geometry lllltlltlle 1- CDitluy. 
So, If tile Clrcle-llllllcen were llotJXeTS, tlley must tlbo be 
jlnt-dtl.u geomden too. 
'Titen Hawlcbu noticed sometllbag nen od4er- thllt 11 illrge 
IIIUIIber of tile Circles luul complex 1111Uiclll Tllllos, rtllller 

IJU tlu •bnpk frtu:tloiUil rellltiDiuldp tlult exists betwua 
tile pltcll of diJfermt IUJte8 Olllllceybotlrd. 
'None oftlte Circles 1IUIIk lly Doag'n 'Dave, or buleed, 1111y 
Oilier self-confessed llotaen, 11114 been IIUIIle wltll tills 
lriii.Jictll code. 
� 11 sclmtlst, Hawkbu wa lllllllrlllly ClllllloJU Ill 
11111101111Cbag hls conclusions. But lte lldmltted to me tluJt 
t11ese complex ptiJtems wen lllllde by e:xlrtJ..Iuunma 
� (oh, Mr llawldn.t Is gonna tlumk you for that, 
Colln, ol' bean •••• And I don't tbblk - Ed). 
'TIIdr J11D110Se wa 110t to COfl11lnce tile wltole llumt��� nu:e 
oftltr retlllty oftlte extraterrestrlllb, but slmp� to convlllce 
11 few lnJelllgellt scientlsts IIIUI pltllosopllen tllat there are 
bate1llgences llpllrt from our own, 111111 thllt they are 
tll1emptlng to ltfllke IJ ill'ellldllroug Ill COIIIIIJIIIIlct 
'WIIelt I sllll1e4 to siiUiy Oop Circles 111111 UFOs Ill the 
mlti-!HJ's, I lWU con� tJud tlley wl!l'e tbu dllt.l!l' to 
luHDct!n or � ,_,,,,.,. 
'It took le6& t1u111 six IIIOIIIIu to letwe me Ill doubt; tllat 
somrone or sometlllllg Is trylllg to colllllllllllclltwltii JU, but 
wltlt tile exaggerlllell CIUIIioiJ of belllgs trying to get IU 
slow� IIIUI grlllbullly IICCIIStoiMIIto tile Idea. 
'So f• tile Circle M liken lt��t�e 11t1111llge4 to lcup one 11tep 
IJitelld of tile 'explsbu!n, ' 11114 I &troltg/¥ SIUped tltllt tlley 
will colllbtue to do so. ' 
Now, I want 1t to be known that wbllst I have the greatest 
of respect for Colln WUson, In my humble oplnlon,thls 
arUc:le ranks right alongside any of the 'works' of such 
'hmdnarles' as Erlch Von Danlken, Jobn Mac:k and Frank 
Sear le. 
I'm all for retaining an open mind on any aspect or the 
paranoi'IIW (you only have to wade your way through this 
issue's typleally rambllng Editorial to appreciate that), but 
not only b.u Colln played with tbe fads to ftt his own 
outlandish theories, but he has left hlmaelt', and the subject 
be studies, open to ridicule from both the media and the 
general pubUc alike. 
For a thorough debunldng of the otherwise esteemed Mr 
Wllson's article on tbe 'Alien Orlgtn of Crop Cli'Cies,' see 
the latest edition or Jenny Rudles consistently eic:ellent 
'NORTHERN UFO NEWS' (IIWillilblefrom: 1., Hlllblelub 
Close, Dove Holes, Blaton Hlg/1 Peilk, Derbyshire SK11 
&BS 
1 M.A.IIgu.rl, 20()() Gellerlll 'D.A.IL Y MAIL '  

UFOs Over The 
Philippines 

A team from no less an Illustrious organisation than the 
United Nations, were investi&atia& a series of sf&htin&s or 
anomalous objects traversing tbe sides over Las Plnas, last 
September. 
The team of seven ldentists from the UN led by Doetor 
Jean Cho, viewed a .CO minute video or tbe phenomenon 
shot by Antonlo IsraeL 
During the screening, they tired a constant barrage of 
questions at Israel like how the dancing balls of Hght 
moved, what the weather eondiUons were Uke at the Ume 
the footage was obtained, and whether he or his neighbours 
were feeHng anything unusual when they all saw the 
mysterious Hghts. 
'It would be balererslbag If we gllllu!r more dlltll, llllJc to the 
IU!lgltboun wllo wlllu!ssedlt, llllll/flld olltwllether residents 
of ot1ter nelgltbollrlng piDces Ill Metro Mtudlll were llble to 
see tllelrt, 'Chu told reporters. 
The sdentJsts Inspected Israel's home, partkolarly the spot 
where said be was stood when be lllmed the Ughts. They 
also c:bec:ked out his neighbourhood and the nearby streets 



to see if the Ugbtl could have been caUJed by anything on 
the ground. 
Tbey asked Isnel if anytblng unusual had happened at the 
time of the sighting such as malfunctioning electrkal 
gadgets or appUances at the Ume of the UFO stgbUngs. 
Tbey were at a loss for words alter viewing the video: 
'Maybe one Cllll 't really say when given just thlllfootllge to 
look at, ' one of the scientists told journalists, when asked 
whether be thoupt it possible that the Ji2hts were Indeed 
entirely anomalous. 
Chu and her team had lntblly visited the area to study the 
PbiUpplna disuter preparedness, bad their interest piqued 
by a series of still photographs pubUshed in 'THE 
PHIUPPINE STAR. ' 
Cbu was keen to stress that their visit to Israel's home was 
a wholly private one. 
She told b1m that their fteld of study also delved Into the 
connection between strange envlromental events and 
dlsasten taking place where the phenomena occurred. 
'Experts' from the Philippine weather bureau were 
likewise stumped by the video footage. Israel slad he and 
his Deighbours were convinced beyond doubting that the 
obJect(s) they saw was Indeed an extraterrestrial 
spacecraft. 
24th September, 2000 Ltls Pbuls, Plll/Jpplnes. 'THE 
PlHLIPPINE STAR ' 

Glimpses Of Other Worlds 
Unseen 

The chances of anything coming from er, not just Mars, 
but a couple or newly discovered planets, has Increased 
appreciably with the recent revelations regarding the 
MarUan surface and the discovery of at least 11 new 
planets In our own Solar System. 
Firstly, back In August of 2000, astronomers from Europe 
and tbe United States located ten planet In one fell swoop 
using ultra-powerful telescopes. They went on record as 
stating that they believed discovery greatly increases the 
poulbmty of other aolar systems bearing more than a 
passing resemblance to our own and even a plaaet similar 
to the Earth. 
Jacquellne Mttton, of the International Astronomical 
Union, told reporten; 'Life Is most llkely to exist on plllnets 
wlllcll lulve Uqlllll Wilier liiUI are rocky UJce the Elll'1lt. Tile 
discoveries suggest thlll solilr systems other tluut · 0111' tiWII 
luiVe more t1uut one pllutel, IIIUI therefore IIUIJ' colltllba 
!1111111/er roc1cy pllutets UJce Earth wlllclt lft4l)' 1une life of 
SOIIIe !1011. , 

The new planets were unvellled at the International 
Astronomical Union's general assembly In Manchester, last 
Summer, and· scientists were quick to point out that they 
hoped very much that one 'a mere 10.5 llgltt yeiiTS IIWIIJ', ' 
may be dose enou&h to be pictured throup the Babble 
Space Telescope. 
IJtlaAu� 2000 Gmolll 'DAILY EXPRESS' 

.... Two months later, and sdentlsts in New York were 
announcing that they had discovered a planet orbiUng the 
Sun between Neptune and Pluto. 
The ball of rock and Ice Is 373 miles In diameter -about one 
quarter the aize of Pluto -3.6 billion miles from Earth. 
It has a red-coloured surface, probably caused by beln& 
baked In radiation over billions of years. 
'lbousands of minor planets orbit the San, but the new 
disc:overy, christened with the name 1000 EB173, Is one of 
the largest ever dlacovered. 
27tlt October, 2000 Gmerll1 'DAILY MAIL' 
** * And ftnally, for the time being at least, scientists In 
New Zealand have succeeded In growing vegetables In son 
imported from Mars. 

Asparagus and potato plants grew to a few tenths of an 
inch high in extracts from a meteorite that crash landed on 
the Earth and was found In 1998. The extracts contained 
high levels of phosphate, ideal for growing green 
vegetables. . 
It was also round that extraterrestrial sons could support 
micro-organisms, thereby adding credence to the 
possibility that meteorites could have helped trigger life on 
Earth, and that some form of eDstence may well still thrive 
on the surface of Mars. •• 
21UlJaniUIIY, 2001 Ge��erlll 'THE TIMES' 

l- Il T 

The Revenge Of The 
Creatures: Tollet-Dwelling Rats 
and Worms, Bombing Seagulls, Killer 

Elephants And Crocodlles 
A monster catftsb, believed to be at least nine-feet long, has 
pulled an angler to bl8 death after dragging him into Eva 

Marta Lake aear Vienna. 
Anto Scbwarz, 45, had proudly shouted to his friends that 
he had hooked a real whopper as his rod bent double. 
After a struggle lasting several minutes, tbe ftsh, If such lt 
really was, (no one actually saw the creature. •• Perhaps lt 
was a lake monster?) ftnaiJy pulled Anto oft' balance and be 
became entangled In his line. Unable to swim, he quickly 
drowned. 
28th July, 2()()(J EVIl Mllrill Ltllce, VleluuJ 'LIVERPOOL 
ECHU ' 

....  Perhaps someone should have told Anto that lt now 
appears that ftsh are clever enough to wise up to angler's 
tricks and can be trained to respond to the calls or a 
'ftshherd,' In a stmnar way to a sheepdog responding to 
the whistle of a shepherd. 
Research at tbe University of Plymouth and In New 
Zealand seems to show that ftsh have a better memory than 
currenUy recognised. 
Trout caught and put back by anglers soon learn to 
become 'streetwbe' and will later stay out of light, 
according to a study reported in 'NEW SCIEN71ST' by a 
team at the Cawtbom Institute In Nelson, New Zealand. 
Other evidence of piscatorial memory comes from studies 
or the uey mullet (no, that's not a reference to cwr 
Richard) by Jonathan LoveD at the Unlvenlty of 
Plymouth. He found that ftsh could be trained to perform 
complicated tasks by IIDidng aounds to rewards of food. 
He also dalma that aome could be trained to recognise 
feeding calls, ..atdng it possible to raise fr�range ftsh 
lnltead of reariDg them in cages. 
24tlt A.ugu&t, 2(J(}(J Pl:ymoutii/New Zetllluul 'DAILY 
TELEGRAPH. ' 

* * * Last September, poUce were hunting three monkeys 
who hurled crab apples at passing motorists In the North 
Carolina, USA. They were believed to have escaped from a 
circus that was travelling to the state fair in Richmond. 
State trooper Mike Scott told reporters that he was nagged 
down by a driver near the town of Jarratt, who informed 
him that there was a gang of appl�throwlng monkey's on 
the loose. 
� 1IUIII to/4 me: "I know tills sounds crazy, blll ll mollkq 
threw an tiJIPie Ill our CID'. " 
'Lo an4 belwld, there were three brOWII monkeys In 1111 Ollk 
treetlll'owlng crllb 11pples. ' 



The monkeys then escaped acrou the road and Into the 
nearby woods. 
22nd September, 2000 North Ctii'Oilna, UM 
'INDIVIDUAL COM' 
** *Lyme Regis In Dorset, was the setting for a series or 
attacks by the local sea2Uifs, utlllsin& a rather unique and 
ingenious weapon, for a seabird, anyway. 
At least one holidaymaker who baDs from Nottingham, was 
bombarded by a gull urrying a whelk in its beak. The 
whelk had been plundered by the bird from a nearby 
ftsbing boat and it scored a direct hit on the tourist's bead, 
causing an Inch-long cut. 
Assistant harbour master Micbael mggs, who later treated 
the unnamed female vlcUm (we wonder If she was any 
relation to the m-fated Tippi Hedren, from Hltchcock's 
'THE BIRDS'?), said; 'She was quite distressed She was 
CO).'el'ed In blood and thought someone had thrown a pebble 
at her. 
'She WIU very surprised when I explllined what hllll 
happened. It WIU very painful, becmue tllouglt tlley tll'e 
siiUill, whelk shelb IU'e pointed, very sharp, and heavier 
than a golf ball ' 
More worryin&ly, Ken GoUop, or Lyme Re&is marine 
aquarium, stated that he believed the birds were not 
merely acting as 'mindless vandals.' Rather, they drop the 
shells to break them 10 they can eat the contents. 
'Tills accl4ellt 11118 been waJtlag to ltappe�� for weeks. Tltey 
stelll wild/a off j&ltlng boats and crac/c them open by 
dropping them. I often helll' the dull thud as they llllul on 
concrete. Sometimes they drop the same whelk up to 12 
times until they bretdc it open. ' 
Sli&htly more reassurtn2 are the words or Leigh Lock, or 
the Royal Society for the Protection or Birds; 'I do not 
beJJLvethal they would dellboauly target luuruuu.. Tlteytll'e 

juat trying to get food. They tll'e clever ami Cllllllbag 
anlmllls. 
28thAugust, 2000 LymeRegls, Dorset. 'DAIL Y SLUR' 
***  Also on the warpath, were two giant seaguUs 
traversin2 the skies over Monaco ••• The feathered Dends 
swooped to pluck a Yorkshire terrier oft' a beach only to 
drop the unfortunate dog hundreds or yards out at sea, 
where it drowned. 
A panic set In acro11 this stretch or the French Riviera not 
least because the attack was merely the latest in a series of 
assualts by giant gulls. Envlromental 'experts' were quid 
to point out that the attacks were Increasing because the 
birds were uaduaUy losin2 their rear or both humans and 
other animals. Ironically enoudl, the same'eiperts' are 
powerless to Intervene as the gulls are a protected species. 
It's only a suggestion, but perhaps someone should suggest 
Yorkshire terriers, especially ones on holiday, should be 
added to that list. •• 
8th July, 2000 MoiUICO, France 'DAILY EPXRESS' 
* * * Meanwhile, a pensioner by the name or LWy Reeve, 
aged 76, was recovering after being knocked clean off a 
bridge and faDing into a river after a Canadian Goose 
charged at her in woodland near ShefDeld. 
Jrd October, 2000 SltejJleld 'UVERPOOLECHO' 
*** A plague or rats In high-rise Oats is causing people 
extreme discomfort In Zagreb, just now. Up to six or the 
pesky rodents have been reported as having appeared In 
toilet bowls within the space of the month or August, last 
year. 
One man needed treatment after he was bitten whllst 
sittin& on the pan, readin2 a newspaper, one or life's ueat 
pleasures. 
The plague was blamed on the eiceptionally high 
temperatures at the height of the heatwave then sweeping 
the country. 
.29thA.ugust, 1000Zagreb, Croatia 'DAILY EXPRESS' 

* ** This may seem like a sequence from a low-brow horror 
movie, 'SQUIRM, ' say, from 1976, but the truth of the 
matter is, In Orlando, Florida, an unnamed woman was 
shocked senseless when she turned on her bathtub raucet 
and out came a mass of tiny red worms •••• 
The creatures spWed into her tub, and she Oed screaming 
from the bathroom. 
Not long after, Water Department oMcials caUed at the 
house and deduced that the midget larvae bad somehow 
made their way into part or the local water system. 
The larvae would eventually have turned into winged, 
gnat-Hke bugs, but the worms themselves were not 
dangerous. They seemed to have batched inside the water 
storage tank that serves the rest or the neighbourhood, gut 
their was no health risk Involved. 
Aside from as heart attack induced by the sight or as 
counOess squirming horrors pouring into your bath when 
you're looking forwards to a dip, that is. 
29th September, 2000 Orlluulo, Florldll 'THE ORLANDO 
SEN11NEL ' 
* * *  A 'big, brave' hunter of (supposedly) defenceless 
animals got his just desserts when she was shot In the foot 
by his own puppy, Stlnky. KeUy RusseU cornered a wlld 
pi& in New Zealand, and was just about to kiD the beast 
when Stlnky jumped on his gun, and thereby leapt to the 
creature's rescue. Well played, Stinky. 
1Jt11 December, 2000 NewZealmul 'SUNDAYPEOPLE' 
*** Meanwblle, a South African woman has been eaten by, 
a crocodile whDe indulging In a midnight swim in a lakeon 
the country's east coast. 

The dismembered remains or Tracy Hunt, 22, who 
formerly lived in Johannesburg, were recovered by wlldlife 
omcers and police in Lake St Lucia, 36, hours after her 
boyfriend, Oaudio Celesttno, llrst reported the attack. Mr 
Celesttno told or how he had heard Miss Hunt scream In 
horrified pain, he turned quickly, but was only able to see 
her disappear under the water, as something, presumably a 
crocodile, puUed her under. 
lJthDecember, 2000 JohlliUiesburg,SouthAfrlca 'DAILY 
TELEGRAPH' 

***A wUd elephant which trampled a man to death was 
refusing to aloow omctals anywhere near the corpse, at the 
time or going to press. 
At the time the story broke, the body had been with the 
Asian elephant for two weeks after it pulled the man down 
from a tree and ldlled him. 'I_'he elephant has even been 
reported to have washed the corpse • 



The unfortunate man, named as Kotia Bora, �limbed the 
tree in a bid to es�ape a herd of wild elephants rampaging 
through his village about 80 miles from Guwahati, the 
largest dty In Assam. 
PK Barua, from the Mazlgoan forest range In Assam, told 
reporters that he was absolutely baMed by the behaviour 
or the elephant. 
'We Cllllnot get tile corpse away from tile elephant. We think 
tile anJnull might be feeling some remorse for having JciJJed 
the vll14ger by shaking a tree on whlcla he was perched. 
Now he IHUJaes the corpse and sits guard In front oflt. ' 
3rd JIIIIIUJI'Y, 2001 Guwaltatl, .Assam 'LIVERPOOL 
DAILY POST 

ALIEN ANIMALS 

Beyond The Gate Of 
Dreams 

Bigfoot Sighting Near Granite 
Falls 

A brand new possible sighting of a Sasquatch has 
reportedly been made in a place called Granite Falls, USA. 
Two witnesses, Cutr Crook, and Fred Bradshaw, went into 
the woods to search for evidence to back up the claim of a 
high-texh worker who believes he saw Bigf'oot. 
Whlle Chris Wright, l9, was taldng a mu�h-needed �iggie 
break on the porch or his moblle home, last August, be 
noticed something moving in the shadows. The security 
Ughts came on and he clearly heard a loud inhuman 
scream. When he looked closer, Wright, 29, was shocked 
to see a dark, fur-covered creature, more than six-feet tan, 
and standing upright on two legs. 
He later claimed that it simply had to be Bigfoot. Nothing 
else ftt the des�ription. 
This sighting had led to Wright �onta�ting CHft' Crook and 
Fred Bradshawm, two Bigfoot hunters who had on the 
track or the elusive creature ror years beyond counting. 
Wrlght subsequently showed the 'expert's' where be was 
standing when he encountered the Sasquatch, and told 
them how tall the 'animal' had looked. 
He pulled a carpenter's tape measure from his pocket and 
1Je2an sizing up the distance. It was about 110 feet between 
Wright and where whatever it was he saw standing. 
With that distanu, Crook estimated that the �reature bad 
to have been more than 6 feet tall. 
Then the trio began their trip through the wooded edge of 
the property where Wright Hves. They saw some broken 
tree limbs that could have happened when the creature ran 
away when the llghts came on. 
They stopped to Investigate some hairs on a branch. 

'Too curly, ' Bradshaw r�koned. They concluded that the 
hairs probably belonged to Wright's Australian shepherd, 
Buddy. 
'Buddy's a good watch dog, ' Wrlght announced. 'But ever 
since the other nlght, he's aUshalcm up. He doesn't seem to 
want to go too far Into tile woods at alL ' 
Wrlght also stated that he's noticed that other wlldHte, 
including deer and birds, have stayed away from the area. 
'Normally they're au tllrougll tllat area, especially early In 
the momlng, 'Mr Wright stated. 

'It's not uncommon for other lllllma1s to be reluctant to 
enter a place where 11 sighting has occurred, ' Cook beHeves. 
'They usually move out when there's been a slghtlng. 
There's an eerie sllence for a day or so, and tllen the 
anlmllls come back and things return to IJ017IUII. ' 
The search took them deeper into the woods where they 
saw what they thought were partial footprints. 
'They aren't good enough to ltUlke a CIISting, ' Cook 
dedu�ed, his expression somewhat crestfallen. 'But that 
happem a lot. When Sasqlllltcll Is rulllling, he steps with 
the IHIU of his foot, and you CII1J aU see where he digs his 
toes Into the dJrt. ' 
But by looking at the tracks, the 'experts' claim they can 
conclude that the creature luls about a 36-inch stride, 
whi�h would make him at least 6 feet tall. 
And Bradshaw concluded that the width of the ball of the 
foot in the tracks was too wide to belong to a bear. 
After trekking another 20 minutes Into the woods north of 
Mount Pllchuck and along the southwest bank or the' 
Stlllaguamish River, the trio returned to Wright's house to 
pronounce its verdict. 
'WIIatever it was, it wasn 't IIIIIIUUJ, ' Crook announced with 
complete confidence. 
'And tlaerewas dejlnltely something huge down there, and 11 
wasn't a bear, ' Bradslulw added. 
Wright , apparently, looked partly relieved and partly 
scared at their findings. 
'1 know what I saw, and I know what I heard, ' be said. 'But 
I know people are going to thlnlcl'm crazy. 
'I even heard people tlllldng about 11 In town last night, 
conversations that I overheard at 1111 et11ery 1111d a gas 
statlon. Since word got out of my slgllting, my pllotu has 
been ringing conslllntly. 'Even "THE NATIONAL 
ENQUIRER'' CDJJe.d 
'Witen reporters start qiU!Stionlng me, I just teU them that if 
I was going to make up a story, I'd have had a UFO kuad In 
my baclcyard and tllke me off into outer space. 
'Rlght now, aUI want Is for my life to return to normal. But 
I IJIU!SS that's not going to happen for a whlh!.I can't even 
IIUIIcemyseifgooutslde for my mldnlghtsmolceanymore. ' 
28thA.ugust, 2000 GraniJeFalls, USA. 'THE HERALD' 

. . .  And a Y  owie Encounter 
In Queensland, Australia 

Also during the dog days of last August, American 
'experts' were conducting a series of tests aimed at 
estabUshing whether new evidence for the existence of the 
Yowie, (the Aussle eqmvalent of Bigfoot), was genuine or 
not. Dean Harrlson, who heads the Yowle Hunters, a 
Queensland group dedicated to searching for the elusive 
ape-llke creature, says the American scientists were due to 
examine the evidence found last year on a property near 
Springbrook, in the Gold Coast hinterland. 
'We are sending off tile footprints and hair samples to the 
Texas polke pathology forensic llllit, who are world h!tul.os 
ba fornuics, ' Mr Harrilon told reporters in his Australian 
homeland. 'Tile prints will deflniJeiJ' be nudched with those 
from Blgfoot� 



The Ausaie samples were to be examined by Texas police, 
pathologist Dr Jim Chllcut and Dr Jetr Meldrum, of Idaho 
State University, as part of a documentary to be filmed by 
the Discovery Channel. 
Mr Harrlson said the footprint casts were made alter a 
nlghttlme expedition, last October. 
'We had been tracking tills crl!lltu.re for about 1 51cm lllld 
towards the end of the night he actually followed our CIU'S 
through the bush, 'Mr Harrlson says. 
The Yowie hunters then contacted the owner of the 
property, who went out the next morning and cast the 
prints in plaater. 
'The 11ext weelceltd, we had fallell tukep llbout 3tut�, tUtd 
wolce up at 6am and found the same footprints around our 

CllmJI. 
'So he'd actually come up from the valley and walked 
around us in our sleep, and we have the pllotos of those 
foolprillts. , 
And a Discovery ChaDnel mm crew headed out to Taree, 
on the New South Wales mid-coast, where Mr Harrlson 
claimed he had aeen evidence of Yowies. 
The ftlm crew did not leave disappointed. 
'The Cllmeramen were as white as sheets lljler their 
encounter. Tltey were growled at by a creature about ZO 
metres away and they saw tile red eyes of the crl!lltllr.e 
coming through t1te bush. 
'But the crew flllled to jUm the Yowle' 
At the Ume of going to press, it was not precisely clear 
when the Discovery Channel documentary would be aired, 
although we await the results with Interest. 
1 7th August, zooo Queemllllld,Australill � 

.Government Gives The Go-Ahead 
In Bid To Trap 'Nessie' 

Yet another bid to catpure the legendary beast of Loch 
Ness has been dreamed up by the Swedish 
'monster-hunter' Jan Sundberg, according to reports In the 
Scottish press. 
The plans to catch a baby 'Nessle' In a large net, are hardly 
the most origiDal, but they have caused a fair amount of 
outrage amongst those who believe In the eiistence of the 
monster. Their Ire wasn't assuaged any by the 
announcement that the Scottish Natural Heritage, the 
agency charged with protecting Loch Ness, hu granted 
persmisslon to the less-than-trustworthy Mr Sundberg (I 
remember sedng him featured on a Cllannel Four 
documentary concemlng the Monster OfLilke Se/sjord. At 
one point, followbtg the screening of some deddedly 
unconvlnclng video footllge Jan luul shot from ���� tUck of 
Ills resetll'cll vessel,, lie opettq tubnltted tiJQJ tlte expedltio11 
he had organbed wa concemetl soley with 11111/rlng 
money .. This revdlltlon CIIIUed severlll of the tlblllllsloned 
team members to walk out, slclcened by Jan 's Insistence that 
that the footage, along witll Ills testimony, could be sold to 
the lrlghest bidder ••• Openly Suspicious Ed) to attempt to 
carry out his nefarious scheme. 
The Scandanavian Global Underwater Search Team are 
due to arrive In Scotland this March to carry out a fishing 
expedition codenamed Operation Cleansweep. 
Mr Sunderberg told reporters; 'We've been given the green 
Ught by the Scotti!Jh Executive and the time Is up for Nessle. 
'Thanks to this unique permission, 11 will be the Jlrst tlme 
that anyone hiiS tried to actually C11J1ture the monster and 
experts around the world are holding their breath. 
'SNH had a number of concerns about the trap, but we 
have been co17'esponding wltlt tltemfor a montlt and have 
answeredaUtlteirworries. ' 
The deal that has been struck between SNH and the 
hunters will see any salmon caught Immediately released 

and the net placed in shallow water so no air-breathing 
creatures will be trapped underwater. 
Fears expressed over the accidental capture of otters and 
seals have also been addressed with a pledge that Uve fish 
won't be used as bait and any creatures caught will be 
released unharmed. 

' fNVINCIBLE • • •  INDESTRUCTIBLE !l  
What was this · 50 million · 

The 20ft by 15ft trap, made of ftshlng net with 30mm-thlck 
stitches, will be steriHsed In case lt Introduces any foreign 
organisms Into the Loch. 
The monster net, secretly constructed by a Norwegian ftsh 
trap manufacturer, Is called CO:MET (Co-operative 
Monster Eel Trap), and has an inner net that closes over 
the entrance to trap the monster, In theory, at least. 
Mt Sundberg also told journalists; 'If we do capture an 
un/cnown llllimlll, we have a respected Scotli!Jh sclentlst 
sttUUIJn.g by to IIIU a DNA sldn SIUIIJ1/e, which is not 
lurmJill. 
'We tested our 11et ltut yetll' whm we failed to capture 
Nessle's cousin Selma In Lake segordsvatllet In Norway, 
after we IJientlfled a strange animal snorting coming out of 
the depths. 
'Using the same listening equipment, loaned by the Swedish 
Navy, we recorded slmilar noises In Loch Ness ltutyear. 
For Operation Cleamweep, we have Un/ced up witlt an 
Aberdeen-based 1llllrltime e/ectronlcs COIIIJNIIIY to SCtlll the 
Loch for Nessle. 
'The main objective Is to establish whether she's there, but 
the only thing that wiU prove the existence of a creature 
once and for aU is to trap it and allow the world. 
'Witnesses say these creatures are bigger than the trap, so 
we're lllmingfor a baby. If they've survived this long, there 
must be flllllllJLS ofcri!Oillres. ' 
Scottish Natural Heritage have stated that they are more 
than satisfied with Sundberg's plan and it has already been 
agreed that should they succeed In capturing the monster, 



it would Immediately be releued back into the Loch, once 
the DNA sample had been obtabled. 
7tlt J1111111117, 2001 Locll Ness, SctJtliuul 'SC01TISH 
SUNDAY POST 

The Beast OfBuchan 
l'armer JUieS Fletcber was shocked to ftnd tbat one of lds 
lheep had beea qldte uteraDy torn apart, aDd Its blaards 
ltrewD aerou a fteld, oae Deeember moflliDC, IMt year. 
He claimed that he had aever BeeD anything Jib tt, and that 
he eould state without fear of eODtradldlon that tbe sheep 
bad not been the vktlm of a dog or a fox. 
Prior to tlds dreadfal discovery, tbe most recent recorded 
slgbUng of a mysterious cat-like creature In the area or 
BudlaD, Seotlalld, was at tbe town's south entrance aear a 
'McDoltilltl's er, fast food store, during the IUIIUDer or 
2000. 
Wellbaak :r......, tbe lite of the mutilated s1aeep, 11 roagbly 
tn tile 101e area as tbll Allea Btg Cat apttng 
Ja���e� Fletcher told panaol'lllal lllved&ator Mark ll'ruer; 
'I � tJIIt 111111 tlu Jfdll llt IIINIIIt 11:30 ... 1111 Slltlllrtltly 
llttll'llbl6· I IUitlct:tl tme oftlu slleep wa l:1bt6 ..,_ A.tjfnt, 
I tlul8pt lt luul beell kllletl lly "fox tll' " tlog, bill lMell I 
watt to look ciDur, I nlllJ.te4 tlult I luMl lleWI' ua 
tlll)'t/dii61JU lt. Tlu slu!q luul kDI Cllt IIJN!II - slit ,.Ill IIJI 
tile 111141& oflt. .tolftlu:IL TIN buiiiG luul llult JIIIIIMl tJ11t 
llllll tlllll waoe lybtx lll'tlfUUI 111e field, .u c1tewe11 .p. Tltere 
MD SO IIIIICII wool Vbt6 llbollt � could lulve 1lllllle lt bllo 
" IIUIItra&. It lookell IJke tile slleq /uul IJeetl pllplclllly 
tlrtlgge4111'01UU1tllejlel4. � luuldDM tlds luulttJ be 
flllrly 6lg llllll lt lMIU � 110 Mg tll' fox. I luwe seea 
wlult tlley Cllll •lllllllt'siUJtllblg a blllla tlds. ' 
�' 2IIIJIJ � Scotlluut WJdl tJumb to Mlll'k 
FI'IIUI', lllltJuJr o.ftlu excd�Mt JHIIIIPIIIM 'SCO'ITISH BIG 
CAT SIGHTINGS' (IIWIIItlble ftvJm 3J, Sotdll De1111 Rll, 
10bntlntDdc, .KIU 1RD, AynMR; Sc:wJdlln4 
Mark caa .a.o be contaded at Ills webllte: 
httplscotcata.trlpod. comJJI&CatiiDSeotlalld, tor al the 
very latest la UK Allea Ill& Cat aewa. 

A Couple Of Decidedly 
Out-Of-Place Kangaroo's 

Flrellpten In HamiMq, Germany, tboupt tbey were the 
victims or a prank whea tbey were forced to respoad to eaU 
sayblg tlaat a kangaroo bad beea fomad In a nriiDmiDg pool, 
only to ftDd 1t wa tr.. 
ne nreapten had to get their aeta trom tile 11re eag1ae 
aacl tlsh it oat. The four-year-old kangaroo ealled Hop 
SJn&b had apparently brokal out of Its owaer's &arden 
aacl IOIDebow (thougll tt wasa•t aplaiDed qalte llow), faileD 
Into the pool at anotber llouse up the road. 
It wa safely retumed to 1t1 owner. 
25tll Sqlelllller, J(J(J(J Hlllflllurg, Genn1J1Jy �7ED 
PRESS' 
••• ADd perbaps ta IOIDe ways, ev• atraager, was the ease 
or tile kaa&aroo .apted oa, or aD p1aeea, a plC eotll'le aear 
Lewlsbam, Soutii-Eut Loadoll. 
Beek_,am Plaee Park Golf Coune ha been plagued by 
at least four eeperate ll&btlngs of tbe naUve Austnllaa, 
appanatly boundlag acrou fairways aDd tbe 1Sth aDd 17th 
holes. Stru&e nollel were also lleanl aauaaaa from the 
surroundln& treeL AD elderly woman also eo..,...._. tllat 
ller ....0 do& was propelled from the anclerp'owtla by 
'SOIItl!tlala6wlllt•JN1Wt!I1Wklclc. , 
A 1arJe footpriDt wu dllcovered and plaotop'aplaed by 
COUBdl oflklall ud was seat for ualyiiL 
Mary Tldnalll, bar maugeress at tbe golf dab, told 
reporten; 'PeDJ* IIIIIU up llll kbuls DJ' slllriG to Ct1Wr up 
tile flld tllllt tltq'w 1ltaHil , " •lult. Bill ,.. py ... 

IUIIutuult. TIJey wen stlll llllklllg iJbout 1t wlla t1tey CIUM 
IHiclc. ,  
Players planed up kangaroo Wanted posters In tbe bar and 
coiDed the Dlclmame 'CIIIppy' (as In a 'abort cblp to the 
greea'), w110st other sang Rotr Harrls songs en route to tile 
ftrst tee. 
ODe or the alleged wltDelses described the creature as 
'biDody gi6lultlc, ' thuJ lending tmnwttate weight to the 
belief tbat this was ID ract IIIIII'COJIIIS �� Australia's 
legendary Eastena Grey Kanaaroo. 
Lewisham coundl's two-strong animal welfare team vldted 
the park In MarCh or evidence, snapping the 
aforementioned footprint on the 17th. 
Suggestions that tbe print might belong to a dog did not 
Impress COUDdl spokamu Rklw'd Rose. 
'Pve 6fll s/u 11fet!t, Mll lt MU bigger 1111111 my footprlltt. It 
wolll4/ulve to be 1111 DU1171101U q. ' 
Mayor Davkl s.Bivu was dllpatcbed to the sceae, 
althoaela, lt •at be saki, tllat be took 10111e coulq to 
treat the aaatter wltll dae aerlouaess. 
'� jlnt to/JI ���e tlu story bl • pub, st1 I tllougllt 1t 
wa p1'tiiMIIly • .,.,.fl IIJI, ' he  wu quoted as saytag. 'TIIelt I 
lll!lll'tl tlulttlle COIUidlwa plllerlltg evl4eltce, so I astunell 
we were llaflld tllklllg lt SD"IoiUI,y. 
'Howet1D', IIIIIUI III!Itl tlult IW beell lit tills t��Ufor tWf!llty 

ye��n, all ��ever lUll " sbtgk kluagiii'OO a jilr a I t:1111 
reciiiU11 t1u qlrlt of public •enlce, I would IUhWe 
ralllellb to le6 14  lftltey were to mcorutter tile � 
rmtol4tllllt�CIIIIsotlldbrln t11171114D(y. ' 
As per usual, wtaa this type or out-of-place ulmal 
phellomeaa, the tbeorlel surroadln& the or�&�n of the 
DW'IUplal were as predictable as tbey were prosaic. A local 
museum was said to keep wallabies, bat an of tJaeir stock 
were preseat ud correct. There was a circus ID town at the 
Ume of the ll&btlap, IMit 1t was oftbe animal-he variety ... 
'Experts' at tile World WDd Fund For Natare were q1llck 
to polllt out that a ..,. eotll'le would be a aood plaee ... a 
kangaroo to tetUe. Tlae aallnal8 tead to lae ID tile llaade 
clurill& the day, aad tlley &raze mainly OD crus. 
At tbe time of piDg to press, we were DO nearer 
establlsldng • anrer to tile 111JBferY, and tbe 'nine day 
wollder' 10011 faded from 1be pages or the popular press. 
221U1AIIpst, J(J(J(J Beclu!lllulm PIIICe GolfCIIIIne, &JIItll 
EatLlnulolt 'DAILY MAIL' 

RELIGIOUS 
PHENOMENA 
St Luke's Remains 

Transferred To Greece 
Ill one or the 11101t llltrlplng traasrer c1ea11 since Jart 
Lltllluea Jolaed the Tlae Ml&hty Reds OD a tree frOBI 
Barcelou, the rema1111 or Golpel writer st Lw have beell 
sent frOJB Italy, to 1111 birthplace la the Greek city or 
Thebel. 
TM Catbollc Chvdl llad aareect to the .aove after a 
request tr0111 tbe � Ortbodox Claureb Ill Tbebes, 
central Greece, a CatlloUe omdal was qaoted as 
eonllnldng Ill Atlleal. 
A Mass was held at tM Ortbodo� cathedral In Thebel, 
before the rdla were lowered Into a Romaa-en fuDenl 
una. A delegatloa r.ro. tile CathoDe Charm attmeded the 
Mass.Accordlllg to tradltloD, St Luke was buried ID the 
early yean of the ftnt ceatury AD. Shortly afterwards, bls 
remalnl were n1110ved to Coastantlllople, before being 
takea to Padua, aortlaern Italy, at the Ume oftbe Cnllades. 
lM S:p'r••t , �  .n...., CIItbwlGr.ce 'lJAILY'l'ELl!XI&U'B' 



Marta Eadlla Saatos, wllOM 'llllnadoaa' reeovery frolll a 
crlpplla& spbull IDJ..,. was otlldally recopl8ecl as a 
miracle by Tlae Vatican, has udly passed away lit m eld 
people' a bome ID Leln, 10 .oes aortb or Lllboll, PofUIIIL 
Sbe w• 70 years or ap. 
Formerly beclrlclclea for m astoDIIJdn& 22 yean w1t1a a 
spJaal Injury, lhe claimed that her totally aaexpected 
recovery ID 1919, was eatlrely due to the tile dlftDe 
laterveaUoa or two of tile tbree cblldrell who nrore t1111t 
tJaey bad YilloDI or tile Bleued Vlrgta Mary 11t Fatlala, 
Portapl, back la 1917. 
Tile two ddlclna died wltlda two yean or tbe ..,.,.nttoa. 
Tile tlllrd .. still alive. 
Jaterestlally eaoap, Ms Salltos' apparcat cure oc:CQJJed 
oa tbe amdYenary or tbe death ot oae or . tbe 
aforemeatloaecl claldreD. 
Dw1llg a visit be .. de to F'au.a ID May, ZOOO, Pope Jolla 
Paul beatUied botla ddlclren. 
28tlaN�, 2tiiiiJ�P'tlrtJI6tll 'THE TIMES' , ,  � 

THE 'MIRACLE OIL' · ()F . · 

LONDON 
During a Jes• Fellowablp group meeting la 10111e 
Ulldlsdoled area of Loadoa, last September, a mysterioa 
on was said to have appeared oa tbe lwldl of t1aree of tile 
four women preseat wblle tbey were prayllq aad 
wOI'IIIIppla&. 
TMy laid baDcll oa tbe other womea ID Ae aroup aad t1ae 
oil begaa to appear OD her forehead aad OB ller haDdl allo. 
Oae of them attempted to watla the oil otr with coploel 
amoants of water only to IIDd tbat tbe oil Immediately 
appeared •&aiD. 
Tbe next day, during luacb Ume tbe ume four women 
began to pray for Rutb, a young woman who Jaad sulrered 
severe paiD In her neck for the previous two months. The 
pain was so bad that RutJt bad become boaseboUDd ad 
was takln& larp amotmts of morpblae ID u attempt to 
coatrol the paiD. 
As they prayed tlaey watdled ber face daange ,...,. tile 
chalk-wldte they bad beco.e acaate.ed to, to a aonul 
bealtlay-1'01)' glow. Ratla fo.d a larp degree of 11ea1111c 
and was able to nm and dance about as wel as walk 
around tbe block (altbougb, oae mspects, not al at tile 
same time!) . 
Meaawldle, aaotber woman wbo bad become deaf Jn oae 
ear after autreriDa an lafedloa was apparently healed wbea 
lbe felt oU drlppiDg Into ber ear. 
Tbe mo.t powerful efred: of o.e aperleace tlaoup, 1t 
aeema, came • a 'reHit' ofaa aaoiDtla& to pray for othen: 
aad la particular to llltercecle for people oa the ._.... 
estate where tbey bad beat ........... 
ID tile moatb since tJaat late I8IIIIDer evada&t two raldalts 
or 1be same block of flats have come to the wonldpper's 
door ID tan, clalmln& tbq were aeeldD& faltb ID the Lord. 
11tla Seplember, 2(J(J(J LotultHa 'THE MODERN JESUS 

STREETPAPER' 

With Guardian 
Angels At Our Side 

CbrlstiDe Astell gave up her career ID aunlng to stady 
comparative religion - and to put people tn touda wltll tbelr 
Guardian Aqels. People of aD rellll0111, u well • 
coldlrmed atheists, appamatly desceDd 11p011 her :bat 

LoadOD •-- la vriable drovet to take part ID ao-callecl 
'UiaalllaUOD worblaopl.' 
OuistiDe, who receatly re.tued OD tlae BBC's 
EYERYMAN prop-amme - an AJI&dOIIy special (wldda 
we'D be rntewtu& ID tile Deit luue or 'DON), 11 a 
fortylometbiDc wllo belleYel ber Guardian AJl&el llelped 
will laer a � blre u tile lit prize ID a 'NURSING 
TIME,' draw. 
'You'• be IIIIIIIUtl llt IU1w 1111111Y WOIIIIer./W 1111116' 6llllt to 
lulppa 1111« yt���'re Ill ltlllda wltll yt111r All6d, ' 1be told 

reporters. 
'I MU lmnlpt liP .. " MetluHibt, IJtlt lost lldelat "' Ill)' 

.llllel«<u. A.r 11 ddlll, I IUetliD lulver DW!1" IIIJ' bell, JNtdlbtg 
llfY'dF :1/uplllg, Mll . MD yelln IJe.{ON l llbctweiY4 tlult 
IIDtneryiJollyiiiUietweltto.tOjTIIe1Jo9 Experlelu:a. 
'But 1111Y0* CIIII N llttrwblce4to IJidr Glllll'fiiiiiiAagel. 
.Mmllag,.,. Allld,. tJ IIIDIItDit tlf'lllteluejoy. lJ':r IJke .. 
d«:trrc CIU'I't!llt of ltwe tlull ytlll fiJitl, fill' wlllcA 'tl1tlrtb lire 
,..,. .... c.,.. , 
CbrlstiDe aoapt to cOII'fiDce aa avowed ecepUc, Judltb 
Woods, a joaraallst tnm 'THEDAILYTELEGitA.PH, 'of 
tile reality or Aqtls, by v1rtt1e of a series of lntl'odKtory 
........ 
Judltll described her aperleacea thus; Vy ...., 1J411u 
Wllll '• IDtjtlly. tlbalftlolt ��bout Al'cluiii6M, 11114 .. 
,._..,gto llelp 11te rdcc. I cltne"'J' qa a C1trbt11te ab 
me tO pldllre • ..,.,.JWlti,(Jiawen. 
'Fill' :rt���te reii!IDII, tile gtZnlell llull occun 111 me 1:r 01te 111 
Wdluun A,ky, wltk11 I l11sltftl yet�n 1J60 111Ul luBea't 
tlltlllglltof:rllt« 
'Hie liSP lite :J1111 ,_ :rllblblg IIIUII :rluJIIJd be adiiJ a I Mill 
011t of ��u· .,..,. u bllo a IWIIIIow totNrtb • �'her. 
�· � :u¥IIG bt ,., llellll iiJIPI!III'� fllvl4, 
tlaere Is 1U1 dp DJ'.,. Mgel. Bid }lut u I .., tldlilrJa6, 
"Well, tllb Is • .,. D.f o/4 ,.,.,., " I et111 fed mpeiJ' 
:rllllllllg. OJtce I :rt111't, I Cllll't :rtop. I'm IIWfll'e I IIUUt look 
1'llllcllloii:J, bllt I dolt 't Clll'e. Tile :JIUI Is :rllblblg IIIUI I 11111 
..,.,. lllllllulppy. 
Fllullly, I ct1111e III:I'OU tJ at* Ill tile eiUl of 11 }Nitll. 
I��ere4lble wldte U.llt l:r :rllblblg ,..,., tile INin - lt 
...... ope��. It '- lure dull I .,. �ell 1o ,.. my 
GlullviiMI AltpL Bid a :rtHH1 a I Milk tluwlltg 1/u 61*, 
Ill)' *"' 1.s o:riJcllretl 11¥ b111Dw111g flllrk dk l1dl:r. I Cllll ful 
IJy tile :rllllllows tlult tilDe l:r llgllt Hllbul tllem, bllt I CM 't 
:ree lt. Ifeela oM colllbbultlon of eltltJtnt IIIUljlnutrtllloft. 
'CIIittbu tells 11te tile Aagd will p 11te a gfl, 111111 lit tile 
tap lljl  of "'Y Jldtl o.fMiort I .u 11 •lAw llrflflcla •et ,.,. 
lllrfiUJiseduJJt lelliltgetiiD Ill)' llltllller, wllo �lit JH3. 
"lt l:r tbtte to go, " Cllrl:rtbte uy.r, _. rebleltllltly, I tum 
IIIUl lletlll bllck dowlt tile JHIIII IJ6111n. I cros:r tk l'lver� pas 
tiU'oug/1 tile glll'tiMIIIUI reblm lo Cllrl:rtbte':r :ro./11. 
'Site 11:1b me ll1lult � llllllsee��U ._llted wD my 

progreu &mte Jlf!tiPk IIJIJHII'ellll¥ tltm 't ne�� IIIIIU lt a fill' 
a tU..,..,.. 
'"My lllltMl iWIIdltllt " ...,. Clll'llltllw, l:r tlult Wal Yt1fl 
Clllltellereyt���werellliiiM�tldenltbletlytlll 
werea 't .,.6 to experience IJII)'tlllll6. Bllt Ytlll were 

� tM Milk tlutlflgiJ tile t:Outry:rlile SII IIUICIJ, lt MU 
IJkely you WOIII411tU1 yolll' Altgel, ltace tile .wlrlbag velb: 
yoa blew yo��� Altgel was t1tere, lilt yM WOIIIdft 't let 
)'OIII'UJJ':ree it n 
2Jy IIDW, l'aiUit fill* -.nwlulti .l4lw. 
'771� experience .,. � pleiMIIt, yet I fed 
IUICtllllfortdle lliHIIIt lllflllpln61t-npedtl/lytllellJIPG ace 
of'llf1IIIOtller':r:IJroodL 
'BIIt:rlllltdllllt6lulppeltetldltbt 'tit�' 
Jucltll's aaertioa that · �JDetldna' laappeaed, was 
predictably, 'raUoaallled' by tbat 'peat and tewwlble' 
aceptlc; Dr Saaa Blackmore. 'TIIere l:r tJ maple 



pqcJuiiDgklllexplillllltkMwllybuiWilbuJls�Ndlnetllqlul11e Be claimed to have discovered ..- anaplalaed fol'llla at 
SU�� 111JAIIP4 espedlllly wluw yt��� lulw IJeeft llwolvt!ll Ill 11 tile bottom of tile eea, � lae .,.... are the .remalu of 

Net�r Dallll � tlae dtla destroyed by t1ie lire aad brimstone for the liDs of 

'People very ojlea &tSOCitlte Altgd.r w1t11 • 11lsloll of 11g11t, _ 6dr wicked tnhabltaats. 
proiNIJJI¥ diu to 1J llyJierlldlve j1r111g oft11e 111slllll ct111ex. 11111 JIIIIIUIIY, ztJ01 J!IISienl Dlrl'q 'DAILY MAIL ' 

�tlleotl&erDUioftlle� rdll:xtiiiMtltDJipyCI'tlllla The Kna.·ghts . Temp•'-r IJ 111/te 11/' , lllllt Ctlll JIIIIU ·na� • scqtlc ltiPV Ul 

=:::*� �aave tlae ... word, tlaotlP; "''M polltt Respon�ible For Ritual 
of Altgd.r ,. tlult nm 1/':10" .,., � , tllellt, llllldl 

. . 
Kilfin •? . . less see tlufm, tltq 8tllliDDk 11/fer yt111. 1'111 }fUtltere ID Bpt b 

1J spt�rlc. Y1111 C1111 go 1N1ck to t1u! .6f11*11 • ay lime Y6" All8dalr Slndalr, 1fllo w• found dad ID mysterious 

wa1 11114 go IIJ' tile lUll to •ee YIJIII' A1tgel. ' c1mm1stmca ID Isnel, dlo1D& Apli, 1998, may have beat 

lZtla Det:elltbD, 1IJIO Gaertll 'THE DAILY 111ardeled due to Ills IDYolvemeat wttll tbe sbUter 
TELEGRAPH'. orgallatloa lmown • 'he KDigbtl Templar. 

� G .s Of � .S. 
'Tile led, wbose origins caa ·be tncec1 back to the day• of 

(.!ltl£ QFu£ft '.LK£ft: Robert De Bruce llld The Holy Cnasades, are believed by 
..._ to haft bee& respoaslble tor tile JaaOYal of Slnclalr's 

'<Disc«Wered' q11 Qfurfcel =-�� =. lve .. Arraa, .... IUde a ftv&-day 
MkbMI SaDden, a Br1U11a adaolar, aad dlredor of tie trip to Israel, and · wu ...-eated as be tried to leave ae 

Mylterlel of Ule Bible Raearcll Ceatre baled ID Jmae, _ �' la. c1y1aa la polke �· 
Cdfonda, bal 1011" OD record u ltatlag  tlaat .Jae bellevet lae · W... bls bo4ly wa retune4 to 1111 aaUve Scolland, .. 
Jaas suceeafally located the orlplal CardeD or Eclea, ID autopsy .revealed tlaat bls heart ... ........... 
Eastera Turkey. Tile oftklal YenloD ol eveatl· weat IOIIIietldD& a1oa1 the 
Mkhael 8piW'elltiJ made the discovery wblle analysJq ·a IIDes that Mr Slndalr daese to M�& ldmlelf In a police eel 
serlel or satellite plaotoanpbs rr .. NASA. _ act tlaat bli ·lleart had tbmfore IJINil removed ror closer 
Mr SaDden, 60, who orlglallly hills trom Leeds, but now ex-dn.itoa, Ollly to be IOIDelloW .......... 
laal tbe good fortaae to redde la ltiiiiiJ CaJifonda, dUll :n.e I� health Autborttlel t11e11 eeat a 1tteart to ldl 
that ldl J'eleal'da IDcllcaC:e. that .a the earll.t Bible ltorlel. f_,., b"' it w• lmpoulble to te1t 1t aad, therefore, 
occurred bl wUt 11 aow 'farlrq, and IIOt ID tile PenWI ' � tti true oti��Ja. 
Gait • pftYioaaly belleYed. It leeiDS however, that tile Scottllll pftar malrer was a 
'De Gt1n1e1J Of EdeJt4 tile FIDol4 tile Tower Of Bllbel, tile direct desceDdant of a ldp-r_.... faiDIJ:y wbkb llelpad 
Slory of AIJrtllulm, llll toM pllu:e lit 1J relllllw!li1 fiiiiiJil � ro-d tM Order of Tile KJIIglltl TempiM'. 
betweell tile BIM:kSetl Ill tile Nlll'tiJ 111111 tlleArtlnlt l'tlllge bt "De Order Is embroiled la • lllternaUoaal battle for 
tile Eat, 'SaDden JUIDtalas. c..tro1 of tile bollat lltel-la ......., 
'Acct11'111116 to tile Bltlktll fiiOiy bt Gatal/1, tile GID*II tlf All lllvestlaatioll llllo Allldalr'a deatll· wa carried oat by 
E4ea MU_. etlltiJ1:y Jllll'lllllu crelltelllly God ID IIIIDIItefDI' llnll aatllor Barry 0 ..... 
A.,.IIIIIIEtv, tlle.Jhi,.,.MII,.•��t���t. May or <laamlsh'a ftadiDp are bacbd ap ·by Allsdalr's 

'77lq ware exllellllj'ler llbobqbt6 GotiiiiiJI etltbt6111J 11PJ11e ltrodler • 
ft'tnatlte1m� Barry aa.dsb told reporter�; 'l lulw  � nrery 

· 'Tile /leCOIUl dulplel' of Geaalfl llacriiJefl • river wllldl llt1flllllllle J1li« of� l'dllltlll6*' tile tlelltll of AliMIIIIr 
wt11ert:4 tile Gt1n1a Of E4M, IJIIIl tllelt split biiD "f11111' � Sllldtllr. 
lletlds. " 1'lle Bll* clllb tJae/le llailfl; Pl&o11, GlluM, 'la ..., t1J1IItltm lie Mlll lltlll'llerell all lab klllbtg MU lbtkell 
lll411ekeltiiUitlleEiqlluwtes. *' • 6"eeller collfiJIInlcy. After llb .., bt police CIISiotly, 

'lJIItll, IIOW � � 1i1Dttq1a tJuu � wD Allfllllllr's 1HHt.Y wat tllkell to tile AM KIIIJir JIISIIbde of 

lite lletllloftlle Tlgrlfl lllfll Ellplu'lltn bt lite hniiiiJ Glllf. I FtiiWUb wllere 111J llllloptlywa t:lln'WIHit. 
••am �� t1u1t t11q lll'e IICtlullly luuulntb ofllllln 'Lat wed (1tlt Jt����UNy, �H1), tile Imlell � 

ftD11ter IIDI'tll-wat illlutdle4 111J � "'*' Atu L""" llfler IUIIIIei'OIIJI 
'We oiltlllbletltJ fllllrtlbt6 slltelllle bt111ge of 11 Ctllf/lglutltlo llllqtlllolu IIIIIIIHHiy ptD'IS ft'tnlt t:tJt'flpa were lldllg lllegiiii:Y 
of mer wldcll /IUIIWil to fit tile IJbove tleflcn,tltm 11U1C1J l't!IIIIWe4 by flttiJf IIIUI so/4 1111 tile blllck lltlll'ket ftll' 

kiln tlulll .. y tJtltD tlleory Ul f• J1l'f1POUII. tlwapiiJift. 
'It Is otwolu jt'o111 tile Bl,.,_, t1«0111tt, w1u11 yo�� IWIIl 'B11t 1t MU pobttle/lfl � AlblMir'• llelll'tfor IIWIIktll 
tdJorlt " �'her 1Vbt6 flllt #If Ellm, tlllllt �'her's tltM 't rise bt rt!GIIIU. It 1uu to k kqt tlllPe 1M • J¥e sii.JIIIOI1 flpiDit If 

lite tleflert. wa tlu! sllldllte 111t11ge, 1t ,. }llflt reii'UII'Irlll* lt'• Ill te IIWIUplilllte4. 
t1u1t t11ere tll'e flllll' riven Ill 1111/1 ,.,_. ofTIII'kq. 'Mtwe .,.,61.7 tile fad tlutt la18f'fldwe tltM 't luwe 11et1rt 

'Tile f�����' men ��re t11e MIIIWt, wldciJ nuu tllrti8P ,....,..,._ 
Sawut - tile Blllck Sa coat, tile 1J.tr*, tile Eup/lrtltefl � Roulyll 8lncllllr, lNI 1lllll'tlere4 tuUI Ills lletll'l 
IIIIII•IUII"ttlena IJrtutdl oftlaeEiqlluwtes. l'ellflll1etlllecluue ofllb tiDotllllle. He MII)'IUit luwe retllbe4 
'It Is f.111* � t1u1t � ..r tile f11111" men 0111 of lt, llflt lie MU DIU of tile ietuBII6 IIIDitkn of tile Xillgllls 

Etlelt ,.,. lllr«tly 111to tile A1Y1Nt � A1Y11Y1t .,.,.. tile TGI9*r ldt!nlrclly. 

llll1lllllllbl top wllere, ll«ttl'ttbt6 to tile Bible, Ntltlll,. AI* 'I ,... ct1ll11blcal tluJt t1ten tiN �  110 ftwt!r tJuua six 

C1111te to l'e/lt 11/fet' tile FltJoll. DIJMIMtltJfu lit' lllltiDfuwAIJNIJnetllq Julve j'lnt ciiJblt ID 

'It Is quite 111ce9 tlllll tile lJUJIIclll t1CC0fU1t tlacrlbe/1 11 tile luJly •ltes bt tile D14 plll't of'tlle IIIWdl Cllpitlll. .A..s WIZ a 

slbuJtlolt tJUit lljler tile gre111 CIIIGtroplle of t1Je FIDtHI, IIIY#d 111111 tile �� otlten li'U believe t11q •e 

wtere tile 1111111von were Ill Anrnlt, 111q proceedetl to "p eat111e11 to llltfl of tile llllul lllcbllle tile Ylltlca, tile Greek 

/umte, " tluJt  bfolltlw tile mer IMckto E4e& '  OrtluNioxCIIIUdiiiiUitlleRIIala OrtlultloxCiull't:ll. 
la 1999, Mr SaDden led a ...,....._ upeclltioD to t1ae 'Ia lllltlltiiM, tile OtWr tlftlle KliiP* TDIIJIIIIr, luJve t1feJr 
Dead Sea to eearch for the Jo.t c:tt1ee er Sodolll uc1 OtM lllltbltlolu fill' wiMt lfl 11  io6' dfy fill' Jews, Mulbltfl 
Gomorrah, also usblg NASA latdllte pllotograplll . Mll � 



'Tk � &:«tblt K1dtlltb llllllte IlD UCHt #�boat 
tltelrlllltlllllotufort/N.ft�t��Nof J� 
'TIIelrqokamlm Is JoluJ RJtdUe, wllo /ha bt � 
Ell.ft LDtlllillt, two IIIIJes }tom tile vi1IIJge ofTDIIJ*, tile site 
oftlle orlgbullKIUpts Templllr HQ lnScotlillul. 
John Rltdde, a jOIII'IIalllt who worb for Reuten, added 
Ills voke to tbe debate; 'Tile ,..,., tll'der luu 11 1uut111w1 
1ltDIIben. Ollr 1ltllbJ llbft Is to ]lnJiecl Scotlbla llbloty. I 
SMJIPOU ytHI CDIIIII IYill• Clllbu'tlllllfllowrlltdt 
'We IIN IIIMI 1'eiY COitCD'IId tiiHRit wlult Is go#ll6 011 Ill 
Jenulllem, Ita ptll'1lcllltlr tile IINII8 bt tile oltl city 'Widdl 
llldlula tile CIJIII'CII of tile Holy SqllulldJre, tile Dome of 
tile Rock, IIIUISololllolt '.t Temple. 
'We IJelleve llult 1/tae lloly .tlla •lwlll4 1101 be /ejl lll tile 
luDub of tile IstwiJ � wlw 11re tbylq 
Clll'lstlluu ]1I'OPD lll%eU to tiiDIL W7 wolllll llke ID .tU tile 
UN � COidiYil lf!l" tJds IMpor1illlt pill« 111111 MW lilY 
worklll6lulnltolll:ldeN tldtl pill. ' 
Harry Claudlb, Ill tbe melKitlme, Is oftbe ftnl opiDoiD tlud 
tlda battle for tbe COIItrol of .JeraaJem, wldch bal Its roots 
In medieval tiDies, 11 ceatral to t1ae deatb of AllldatJ' 
Slndalr. 
ID lds book 'WHO MURDERED YlTZI1A.X RA.BIN1' 
Chaallda revealt tlaat Mr Sladalr 11 a delceadaat of oae of 
tbe orlglnal iCDiglata T..,...., aa order let wp by a l'nedl 
nlatlve of the St Clair r..oy of RoulyD. 
Tbe order, wldda ftoarlsbed In Uae 13th ceatary, spread 
across Europe aad became wealtbler 1baa many aUo-. 
Bat la 1307, tbe ICIDg or France arrested t1aoa1ac11 or 
Templan la an atte.pt to destroy 1be Order ud clllm Jb 
assets. A 8lllall aamber aeapecl to Scotland wllere -tlaey 
were protected by tbe st Clair (later SIDdalr) r.mJiy and 
contiDued tp lloarllla. Tbey eveatually played a major role 
In Robert The Brace'• trlllmpbl, IDdudbag BaanocldMirL 
Allldair Sllldalr lolew all abmlt lals foreratben: 'He 111111 I 
;.,.,_, 11 .,._ lletll iiiNIIIt tile X..,. Tatp/111' Mll Dill' 
ftllllly lblks to tile��� fl'tmt 0111' fttltlter,' say• 1111 brother 
James. 
'We O.Jielt l'I.JIIaiRDalpl Clulpel}tolll DIU' IIIHIIe IIIAI'nlll 
11114 I Cllll l'ectlll tile orlgbull Sbu:lJIIn, wto 11re Dill' 
IIIICI!!IIon. We IIIMI blew IIIJolu ollaD SbtciiJir 7d/lth1a Ill 
CiJIIIuleu wlao lltleii iii iJ CIISIIe IIIUI elfloyM ,- weiiD 
llllllpower. TAq tiN 611JltlleEtlrll ofCIIIIIIMu. 
'BIIt tllae -wen IlD cldlll'• ft*y tiJia. A.lluiiJir Mll I 111ttwys 
btew MW were tiiHd � of  tile orlgbull St Clllln 
no fOIIIUietltlteXItl611b Templtii'.Albllldt' llwalllooks 11114 
qat IJ ,_ detll of lbne IWIIIliW llllollt tile ./lllltlll 
tiDtHI1bJe. 
Botla J.._. aad Barry cu.ldl believe lt wu a fM«''IMffoa 
with tbll bloodiiDe wlllch led Allldalr to ........... aad .... 
death. 
'I bellneAlblllllrwar IIJII1'dD'e4, 'says Harry Chaadsh. 'He 
Cllllte ID Imlel bectuueofiii.J K1dpb Templilr � 
111111 bectune Cllllgllt IIJI bt tile ct1ltJIId over J� Tile 
o.J/Idlll explillultlolu tiiJout lab llellllt CIIIIIUJt be beiJne4. He 
MD .Jioppell trybagto /etwe tile Ctllllllly llllqe4ly lleauoe /ae 
lul4 HtJ(J � (LJ,$111) ba ll  uaet t:tlaJIIII'IIIt 
of 11 IUilctiU. 'J7Ietre 1.J IIIJIIalla6 lllqlll llbollt 1Ju11. lJ' J Vtere 
c.nyba6tllllt.,.. o.fiiiOIUtY I ... lttlMiftto IIIMII alHIL 
'TIIeiJ lie 111/qetlly CDif(eoe4 tlult tile 1110119 ,.. JHII4 to 
ldlllfot' .tlllllggllllg eC!1IIIq ttlbletJ llfltii.J1'tld. Bllltllere b 110 
nldellce 11u1t he /uul llnlgs. Wily collfeu to 11 cl'lme wllm 
lllere 1:1110 evltletlee '! 
'Fbullly, 11 1:1 llllegetl lae 1aMge4 ltbnlue1f wltll lab 
doeltlca It SIIIUUb ,.,., ..aq, lfiUJt llllpoullllefllr 1J 
1111111 of Ills sb to llo tluJt. I bellew .A.IIMIIII' ._ 1171116 to 
actiJM ft'tNrt lnwel wllal lie ,.. tilleiL n. x,..,. 
Templtlr tll'e 11111 wdctJmetl lly tile � Mll tJIIIer 
orgtlllltlltltl lu!re. 

'I'111 stJil bwGII..,..6"*Y lds lletll'tWHU tllkelt DilL Itwa • 
CIISiolft bt lfte4lewJl tblta to Cllt 0111 tile lletrb of ""91D 
wllo died IJbotml. The lteiiiD were tiJelt tllkelt btu:k to tile 

bllgltt;r' llomeltllt4 ftJr ,.,. 
'Pe7lulp.J Albd#Jl7's laeiii"'W&r Cld OIIIII.J plll'l oftlult rlllull. 
Bill wlullner tile 1n1t1a, tla.-e Is IDIIItltltbtg Wl")' evil golll• 
DIIIIII.JI'tldlotllq llltlllte IJecllme C11116llt11J1lll lt. , 
14tlt J111UU117, �till I.JI'tld 'SC017'19H SUNDA.YPOST 

WHAT 11! PAPrnS SAr 
Paganism And Witchcraft 

Lore From North Ghana 
Ancestor wonldp In Aftka still coatlnues side by side with 
ChrlsUaDity. My North � pea-f.rlead, A Anabllo, 
telll me tlaat wheD lae got good IIIIU'b at Kbool, ldl 
playmate� Jolda&IY au111ed him of IKJUidDt two eocb at 
hll aaceiJton' tlutne. Newtpapen be Hlldl me from Gbua 
are tilled with Tales Of Tile Supenatar.t, aD reported as 
being true. Pagalsln and C1u1sUanlty are drawing closer 
toptber, and why not? 'Rere 11 absolutely ao reuoa wily 
tlley should be forever opposite. 
In Eqland, athellts somdimes Jolda&IY say "I 1111 a 
Pagan," meaning tbat, ID tlaelr eyes Ill least, they laave no 
God. But Atrkall Pag ... laave a supertlulty or Gocb, far 
beyond tlae ClariJUan Tlaree In Oae. "Paaanlsm" In tile 
Afrlcm 1e111e simply ......_ "traditional reUatoa." It 
aboald DOt be used as a cleroptory term. 
As lt Is used as sudl, partkularly by Aft1caa Christians, 
tbe Pagans wbose deslgDI are reported la A. ADabOo.'s 
newspapen have asbd to be called "Godlans." They share 
tbe notions of a "Sapreme BelnJ" and of tbe power of 
prayer with �· ODe news 1tory told of a 
CluisUan woman wbo laad beell SIIIIIIDGIIed at nl&bt by ,tbe 
Goddess or a lake. Tbe Goddess took ber by tbe laaad and 
led her to tlae ''womb of tbe l*e," a ldagdom llllder tbe 
water, where llle met ..ay dlplfled people, ao..e wttJa 
tllb'l tall&. Retundng to land, the Gocldeu told 1be WOIII8 
to DiaD a llu1ne by tlae watenlde. Wllea the woma 
demved, tbe Goddeu said; ''BecoiiiiDg my aerYat, at my 
slu1De, should caUM no coaftlct wltll your ChriStian 
bellea." 
F'IDdiDg tlds to be true, tbe womaa becomes a priestess 
wltll a dedicated fo0o1fla&. Womea llelpen guard ber body 
wbea • wu left In • tr-.:e te JOUI'IIIrf to the peeple .. the 
toe. 'THE GHANAIAN "MIRROR, " a paper DOt 
d.IHhnllar to Its EJllllsla ..._.., oace, (ID �ber 
1989), carried a beadiiDe; 'GIRL PRIEST RETURNS TO 
DWARFS. '  An aceomplll)'lng photograph sbowa a 
wDd-eyecl JUiclea In a ana lklrt perfoi'IIIID& a 'fedlll 
dance.' 
Here Is part of tile report, by .)cMaraallat Dw...aaa Bebe: 
'l'nle ID IlD ]1I'OIIIbe tlull slu WOIIItl l'et.w to tile "tlwflr.f 
lluul, " ftll' tJu tiJJr4 tbM, to ftn1lh ller ptltf't!IW, 
twaty-yelll'-ol4 AflM TUisl luD � once ..-
111111 Is bellew!ll to laiiW goM to tile lllpler)' 'WOifll of 
�JHIWG'S. Oae ller J1nt llbiiJIJieiii'M«, bl lJIJ, 
wllm AftUI ,._ .tevelll«<l, slu 1pmt t11ru wedl Ill tae 
���ptety worlii. I11 1916, slle �fill' elevm tll1p. It 
"' IIOt  bowll lulw -·de will be 8JN}' tlai.J tlllte. 
�'.t �"""' IIOII«diii.JI Tlle.tdtlylllllt'llbag/Jy 
eJMn of tile "� wllal w war lUll j'tllut4 Ill ller 
beboo& Ill Iter,_...,.. IJ lMIU  eg011 #J-. .,_, '-/ 
011 11 ,.. CIIIJco _.,_, --JHiWtll!r •Jif'IIJkW- tiN ,_  
11114 111 her 1'tHIIIt. Tile ,_,. tlJ ller 700111 .... tlgldly 1«ke4 
J'I'OIII wltiJIII. 1'lle II"'IIIIIIMuul pt'IDIG!I AftuJ Ttlbi.JI war 1J 
Jllll1ll of tJu Sew!ltlll Dtq Atlvelltl!lt SduHII. M tile liP of 



Ul¥lllull •lu ,.. Mill to luiN -- .. pllritHu, ,__ 
.,.,., 11;1 dwtlrvt!6, Ill A•.- lfl5, for tltr« COIU«<ddt¥ 
ltWk 
'011 lltb lille8t occaloa, tile cldef llllpl.tt of tile sllrllle, 
lJtyellme Kwt����e Sau, llbti iUII7tlle4 IU.r wniDII of tile 
sttRy iiiUIJIIIII,for SDIIIe tblle IU1W tU felbll Jlf'le*u IIqt 
ldlJII6111m ofller �111slt Nckto tlleilwtlrflillulfor 
IIIJID'IUIIIU't ]JtiWt!I'S. la MllclpiJIIoa of tltb. • fill' tJu 
]llllt two lHds, stiiJI.pe4 sl«pbtgwltll clll14ra lll lur I'IIDIII, 
IIJHifltlu llulnu:tllllu ofllleGotb. 
'.-M� lite polla 11{' Klf,.,.. luwe 6«11 btfot'llfell 
111111 tM elllen oft/le slu1lle Mllllle,.,..,. lll'e Uqlllg l'IJI4  

lNIIIII6ft11' llerlll'riwll, wldciJ ,. JlldJJow& , 

Pypdel, aow suppolled to be ollly la tbe c-., may eace 
laave dwelled la d tile nla forests of Welt Afriea. 
Rllmovl of pygmlel (or "dwarfl") aboaDd tlaroapo.t tile 
Wat .Afrtea forats, 10 K Is DOt lllllpolllble a..t •e e*P 
bdweaa thae mysterto.t DOJUdlc: lnmten .ad otlaa' 
AfrkaDs lboald occar. 
More preiNibly, tbe mapat ctwara oftbe ltory ea be leell 
by tbe Eye or Faltla. A Clu1IUaD Seventll Day Adveatlst 
upbrJDalnl 11 evidently no barrier to tbe supenaatural 
world ofdwarft. 
IDddmtaDy, a more recent laue or 'THE GHANAIAN 
"MIRROR" ean1es a �page arUde oD "Dipo," aa 
iDIUaUoa ceremoay tor adoleleaat pis or tM Krobo 
peoplel. la a secret eamp oa Krobo Mountala, 111'11 are 110t 
ODiy taupt bow to eook aad deaD, but are sabjeded to the 
ordeal of female dcnlmdsloa. To readl the camp, the c1r11 
llave to ICnlllble over uered rocks beDeatla Wblcb 
(accordln& to tradiUon) a loJII-ap Dlpo-candldate 11a1 
beell buried • a h1011a11 saerllke. 
Fetllh prlesteua ud otben pye tbelr views OD Dlpo, DIGit 
or tbem approvlnc of tlds eutom, but some deploriD& t1ae 

fad that candidate. today. oftea IDdude girls a youg • 
two yean old. s.da tocldlen are aCUMd trabda& .ID 
eooldng aad bouework, ·aac� so, lt Is aid, IJ'OW up to 
become UDiatlsfactory wives. Tlaey are ltDt to Dlpo 10 
early ·m D becaUse ar.etr pareats see tbe cemaoay • a 
protedloll azalnlt ldaoolglrl prepancleL 
Nana Klowekl, tile lint "Dipo" prtesteu, received a �n 
ID tbe early 1800's, la wldc:h lhe was slacnna t1ae Crou or 
Cbrllt and Wal told by a He.veniJ Yoke tlaat ·tile Crou 
would overcome her calt. MllsloDarles arrived later .ad 
callecl for aa ead to "Dipo." Not every011e lau obeyed tua 
eal, for ")Hpo" e...._. to tllll day. 
ID a c1a.taat ee11o of t1111 trac11t1o11, tbe Clallclr-.l ef Wetten 
ev� are oftea 1lrpd to be "'aved" ad IHaptlled at 
the earliest ap poulble, to protect U.C. from Satan. 
Teeaap prls, Ill the Wat IDdles, are often tlercely tamed 
out by tlrdr pamltl lrtbey beeOJBe prepaat. 
My pea-l'delld A. Aaablo told JDe tllat M WOtlld often aet 
JDto trouble wltb hll aiM, for ablellt-mladedly referriD& to 
laer twill boyl a  ''tlley" lllltead or "be." 
The wllole ra.lly tried to keep up an elaborate preteace 
that tile two boys were cme, la ea1e tbe tpklta ev...._d. If 
tJie lplrlU ......_.. t1aat ''tile boy" wu � two twbll 
boys, pat nil Jlllpt luiYe befalkD tbe ra.tty. Before 
llllulolw1a arrived .. ... district, twllll laad been pat to 
death. 
AI a naupty boy, A. AnabDo would oftea walk behlad a 
prepant woman aad tllea suddeDiy overtake her. 8ach 
behavloar wa ukl to dwap one baby IDto twe, and caue 
tile woman to &�Ye bb1ll to twiDs. 
UIUally tbe WOIIIMI wOIIId shout anplly, IDd BIJ ftdure 
pea-frlead would laap ad nm away. 01111 ay, laowever, a 
motber-to-be, w-. overtakm ID tills way, lay dowa la tile 
road aad lObbed bitterly. AlulbUo, ller tel'llleDtor, teit 
•amect, aDd DeYer tried tile praak agaiD. Mixed wttb 1111 
raaone were lean tUt God woald sead blm to Hell for 
ldl crime. 
'Odcly eaoap, la &111111 Gbana, twins are c8DIIdered to be 
lucky," M added, la a postscript. 
My OWII local paper, la LoacloD, tile otber week, allowed a 
plctlll'e or local Glt·•- "laootba& at •uaaer." led by a 
"fetllb priest." 'BII nltom, tbe reporter ........., had 
bepa clllriD& a faadM loll& ago. A fedsla priest laad 1IJ'Ied 
tile people te laoot • lo8dly u polllble, te l'l'lpta away 
Uae ml ra.IDe-lplrlll. Everyoae premplly laooted, tile 
lplrlU ftecl aacl tile eartla beaiDe fndtftd ODee ..-e. 
'11111 report wotdd bYe ICellled leu IDc0111J11C*S If lt laad 
appeared .. 'THE GHANA.JA.N "MIRROR, 'ntller tlau la 
tbe 'W1LLESDEN AND BRENT CHRONia.E. ' 
It ....t odd to tlllllk of fdllll prlestl lndtllll my fellow 
LOIIdoMn te laoot. 
NlprUD DeW1p8pe1'1 • lite ID LoadoD (IIIOitly In tbe Kat 

EDd), allo carry reports of ..pal � aarrated ID 
a �Utter-of-fad ltyle. 
Despite beln& warDed by w laOtlaer, a prt uriDated aear a 
Gocldesi'S slu1De ud Wal ltnlck dead OD tile spot. AD 
"apay aunt," IUpp8lldy a wldte AIDerlea, advlseci iDOit  
of ber eorresponclellta to fast for IIIDe �s, banlla& a 
candle ev.-y day. 
Sadl ad'flce mlpt be pven by ae leader of many West 

Indian or Atl1caD daurcla In I:D&Iand. Nine Is a maatc 
number everywhere ID tile world. "A'mt Mary" adrlled 
oae womaa to Improve lleJo luck by glviDa 111011ef to t1ae 
tint Dine began that llle .._ 
"You uve beeD eaned by someoDe yoa lmow, "a barreD 
womaa wa IDfonDed. "I am oae of my b111baad's roar 
wtves," a womaa wrote In to say. "In 8le last ftve yean, I 
bave bad roar ddldnL Lately, I Jaave beea •welL •• " 
LID a llasla, tile appalling aunt replied, "You are prepant, 
but tbe baby wll dlt. You •1111 have a aiK»rtkm. If you 
are ID furtber doubt, tee a nadve doctor.'' 



A diet of neh lttentare eventually lnduca ID me a feella& 
of being trapped ID a doom-laden fog of error aDd IDtrtgae, 
In a world that borders on The Land Of The IDsaDe. 

Tbe Enpish equivalent, an astrology star-sign column, 
seems by comparaston, to be SWeet Reason Itself. 
ROYKERRIDGE 
London, 1996 
'Internet Mother' Accused 

Of Black Magic 
Judltb Kllsbaw, the woman who was catapulted Into tile 
media spotUgbt after sbe and ber husband 'adopted' twins 
on the Internet, round herself tbe victim or a spltetal press 
c:ampalp to smear her Dame. Perlaaps the most scurrDous 
of the accusations levelled against her was 'T11E NEWS 
OF THE WORLDS' assertion tbat Judlth was a pradisbla 
Witch. Sbe was, accordiag tbe less-than-reputable tabloid, 
quoted as saying tllat she would employ all means 
aeceaary to have tile twiDs returned to her, lnducliDg 
dabbling In the Occult. 
'I wllltue tlte lllll'tlntfomu ofBIIIckM•61c to pt 119 twbu 
INu:k 111111 to get Ill)' OWJI INick 011 tl&ose peop� wllo luzve 
rlllned 0111" llves. I wlll��nV luut lllllmllls bill I wollllllulrt 
otiJer IIIIIIUIII beblgs. 1'llb colllllgo 118 fill' 118 1'lllltblg tlteb' 
lha, polltktll CIII'UI' IIIUI blubtn•a. I dMI 't Clll'& I ll.tJw 
onlyiU�mlltlftWIIU ofBilldMIIglc. •• IUitlliiOW. ' 
The rag went on to dalm that Judltb, 47, bad used beT 
'powen' OD otber people ID Ule past. 
'TIIoewu one, for ex�����ple, IIIIUIII who W1181odflllg Ill oru 
of Olll" CllriiVIIIIS, wllo we fell out wll1l over some clotltes we 
stiU 111111 Ill Olll" lloiiU!. I wrote Ills IUI1ne INickwlll'lb 011 11 
piece of JHIJID'. put still 11116 tlte piece of JNIJID' 111111 put lt 
iiiiD Ills CDIIt pocll:et Ll*r tlult ldgltt lie WAt III7'Qta lly for 
tltepo/Juovertlldtbllf#PiJ�R� Wa ltBlllckMIJ6lc1 Wetloll't 
lc:llow. ,  
Judltb allegedly became adept ID the Black Arts by er, 
reading a lot of boob on tbe subject. 'We lttwe 1111 kllub of 
IIUiglc spel/8 Ill tltose IJook Tltere Is 11 diJTert!IICe tetwem 
spells wlllcll CIIIISe good tltlllgs to Juzppea, Wltlle MIJ6lc, 
tllldWidcii CIIIISelulnlt. Tlllsblll«kMIIg#c. ' 
WeD, thank you for that deep, meaningful aulylls of tbe 
esoteric world of tbe <kcult, Jadltb, If tndeed, lbe wam't 
bopeleu mllqaoted by tile gutter preu. The artkle 1oe1 oa 
to IDclude an IDslgbt IDto Judltb's '�worM,' courtesy 
oftbe family's former ddld-mlnder, Joanoe RUJDSeY. 
'JIUIItlt luul Voodotl tlolb 011 11 11111t In tlte ltOIISe. Tlleywere 
siiJIJIOUIIto brlltgfertJ/Jty lfyoaluuul/e4 tlu!ln Ill SOIIIe MIJ'. 
Tllq woe woodell Clln1lllp, DIU wa llbout •foot 111/l llllll 
tlte oilier ..,.,. lullf tluJt .. Tllq lttul ft�ea CIIIW4 btto 
tllem lllUI Judltlt used to RI bt ller clllllr strolcbt6 tllem. 
'Judlth wa.r obsas� wltll luJVbag 11 biJby girL 011 of ller 
books 011 Blllck Mllglc lltlll lnstnu:tloiU 011 wltllt to do 111 
conceive 11 boy or 11 girL I went Into work one filly IUUI was 
to/4 t1u1t JIUIItlt luul beelllookbag III'Oiltulll graveytll'd bl tlte 
vlllllge Ill lllgllt. Applll'e1ltly stlllulbag over 11 clllld's tli'IJVe Is 
suppos�to COIIWJ' lflll6ll! I WIIS llo� 1 
But aot so borrlfted that sbe could prevent henelf seiJiD& 
her soul to the Sunday preu, 1t would seem. A Ji'aastlan 
Pad If ever there was one!!! 
Zlst JIIIJIUITY, ZHl 'NEWS OF THE WORLD' 

The Curse Of The Devil 
Monkey 

As a 'c:olnddeatal' postscript to the Roy Kerrld&e artkle 
featured elsewbere In tbll lssue, (strangely enough, I only 
came across tbe following after I'd already dedded to 
re-prlat Mr Kerrldge'a exeeDeat feature, origiDally 

publlsbed In Iuue 5 or 'DON, ') came pablkatioD of a 
series of revelations c:oncendDg 10111e of the more biZarre 
cases dealt with by British cutoms omcers. Iadudecl In 
this was the uews that a Gba.lan Witch Dodor bad 
elected to 'post' blmselt a 'DevU Monkey' loaded with 
c:anaabls. 
Nlgel Knott, a spokesman for South-East England 
Customs, based at Dover Docks, revealed to reporten that 
theWitc:h Doctor wlao had attemtped to send the 'Devll 
mollkey' had subsequeoOy put a eurse upon tbe beast after 
hil arrest. 
And If all this soands a little too Dire 10me Cbrlstlllas ghost 

. story, a winter tale ID the vein of 'THE MONKEY'S PAW, 
consider, If you will, tbe undeniable fact tllat scores of 
omdala have since been Injured by the llpre, either 
through beln& prlc:ked by spllnten, trlppiDg over the 
damned tblng or havlag tbe ft&ure suddellly falling onto 
them from the hetpt of a stack of shelves. 
'It's very dilngerOIIS,'  Mr Knott lnfoi'IIIS •, displaying a 
dose of er, Hoblte:lllllt lllslgllt. •• 
ltul Jt11UU117. J()(JJ Dover Docks, Eng/llluL 'THE DAILY 
TELEGRAPH' 

KILLED BY 'ATTEMPTED 
EXORCISM' 

One of the most heart-rending CMeS of receat times 
eonc:ema the tragic death of eight-year-old Alma CUmble, a 
beautiful Uttle girl from West Londoa. 
The jury at the Old Bailey murder trial beard how, just 
before her death, Amla's aUDt, Marle Therese Kouao, took 
tbe child to hospital wttll 128 InJuries on ller body. Marle 
told the perplexed docton that ADDa was possessed by evU 
spirits that had to be e.xorc:lsed. 
Dr Ivaa Dlllon, described Amla's body temperature as 
betng 27C, almost toe below 110rmaL She was 
unconscious, bad a low beartbeat rate aad bad '1lllllllple 
IIIIII'U llll over Iter body. ' 
Some or tbele wounds were later found to be lluh marb, 
aDd lhe laad c:hafe marks around her wrists and ankles. 
Alma sadly died at St Mary's HospitaL Kouao aiJe&ediY 
announced that � MU  11 6tld  girl, w•o wa possas� by 
evil splrla I took Iter to ciiiii'CII 11114 tlley Slllll &lte IIUIIell 
aord.rlng. ' Kouas's scumbag boyfriend, Mlcbael Canning, 
also described tbe poor c:bDd as a 'dlsrllptlve clllld, ' and 
that she had a 'btul spirit llvblg ba iler  body. ' 
Kouao, 44, and Manning, 28, both from Tottenham, North 
London, were botb found guilty of maslaugbter md 
murder respectiVely. 
8tiiDecember,20tJIJ Totlellluult,LoiUloll 'DAILY MANe' 

The Legacy Of The 
Blair Witch 

History was repeattn& Itself last FaD, when, with the 
opening of the highly-underrated 'BOOK OF SHADOWS: 
BI..AIR WITCH H. ' hordes of tourists descended upon the 
town of BarldttsvDie, Maryland, eager to snap up any 
poteDtlal souveatrs. 
In a yet another n:ample of Ufe Imitating art, thele 
oblessed tans were aping the actio• or t1te actors featured 
during tbe IDtroduc:tory segment of the JDOvle, when the 
town 11 IJesie&ed by people lntcllt upon mapping up 
everything from mass-produced 'SUckmeo' to slabs of 
gravestones from tbe local c:burchyard. 
Debby Bureoyne, who balls from BarldttsvDie, tried, oae 
suspects fndtleslly, people DOt to visit her hometown. 
'We do• 't ll1111e IJtltJu'ooltu 11114 we Ull 't IIIIW 11 re&t/IIU'tlllt. 
Pet�ple tll'e lllljJ'ed by tlult. Well, we dllbl 't lltiiU tlae MOVIe. ' 
Just as well with a mlngebag attitude Db tlaat!!! 



30tiJ October, 2000 Burklttsvl/U, Mmylluul, USA 
'SUNDAYMANC' 

CLOWNS ON THE RAMPAGE 
Russell West, 32, was left ID a serious eoadiUon that 
required a blood trmstasloa of sb pints after bebag 
attacbd by two downs tn tile front gardea of IUs laouae. 
Rullell wu ltabbed a total of tea timell, ID the cheat, lege 
ud head when be went to Investigate a straage nolle ar hts 
home. 
21th November, 2()(J(J BrlglltoiJ, Eat Sussex 'DAILY 
EXPRESS' 

q)racu{a 's �st �Ying('l) 
�{ati� 

According to an artlde pubtisbed In the 'DAILY 
EXPRESS, '  tbe last Jlvtn& member of Vlad Draeul's elan, 
oae Count OUomar Rudolpbe Vlad Draeula, aka Prince 
Kretmlesco, la IDtendlng to come to Britain to Kqulre a 
job at (ob, the lheer lnMy) the Blood Tr11111ftulon Service. 
He llas apparently been forced to Dee bls castle la 
Germany alter receiving deatll threats and an arsoa attack 
by a gang or Neo-Nazi's. 
The Prince llas, it seems, already succeeded In penuadlng 
tllousands of Gei'IIWII to donate blood, and Js now 
determined to IIDd out whether tbe British blood donation 
chiefs can help him out. 
, 

I Cllll do gre11t tllbtgs wltll llle Brltbh BlotHIServlce people, ' 
be was quoted as saying. 'I pliln to come t1t1D' jlnt 111111 do a 
spedlll event for .free, to lend my IUIIIU! to gdtln6 people to 
tloiUite blood to uve llv4 ' 
The 60-year-old PriDee llas Hved In tbe vtDaee or 
Selaeakmdorf for sii years and llas turned bls 'Castle 
DrKUla' Into a tourist attraction, brhlglna muda-needecl 
money to the economically depreued region In the former 
East Germany. Not tbat such ftnandally rewarding eft'orts 
have helped endear him to tbe local populace. On the 
contrary, the Prince claims to have been vtctlmlsed by 
people wbo have tried to set bts castle on ftre on at least 10 
occasions, and who daubed swastikas and neo-Nazl slogans 
on on the andent walls. These attacks are thougllt to have 
been In reprisal for having upset neo-Nazl youths because 
bls ancestors are concerned with non-ChristlaD acUvltes. 
AI a result of tbese deatll-threats be has deelded enoqh Is 
eaougll. 'I 1111t frl611JelwL I tlo" 't ful Jeelll'e Ill my OWII 

catle, 111111 tile groiUids, lit 160,000 SfltuJre lftdres, lll'e 
simply tDo blg to mlllre UC��.H from people tletermbte4 to 
break be. I have been oJiered two CIIStle& 11114 a motuUtery In 
Baval14, llllll am cunmtly 1Dokln6 Ill my optlofts, but I 
CIIIUUitsttzyJJere. ' 
The Prince, whose family were once rulen of Romania and 
owuen or no fewer tban elevea castles, lost everything 
under tbe Communists. He lllallqed to make new fortunes. 
llowever • llrst In the catering and entertainment buslnesl 
and then as an antiques dealer. In 1110re recent times, tbe 
Prince has had to tun bit bud to attradblg tourists ID 
order to earn enough DlOile)' to keep the castle l'lllllllng. 
'Castle Dracula' Is often blrecl out for eiduslve parties and 
jousting contests. Tourists come to look around and buy 
souvenirs, lndudung blood-red sctmapps and doves or 
garUc. He was persuaded to take part ID colleetiBg blood 
by tbe Ge111Wl Red Cross, wllkh decided that Dracula 
would be the perfect Icon needed to bring some degree of 
&famour to the request for doaors. Since then parties at 
'Castle Draeula' llave regularly attracted more tllan 1�000 
guests wllo make ftnandal as well as blood donaUons to the 
last of the Draeula dynasty. 
Despite tbelr success, the tand-ralslng aetlvltles at the 
castle - actually an ornate Italian .Renaissance-style villa -
have sparked numerous complaints about the level of noise. 
One family even managed to persuade a court to stop the 
ourdoor parties. 'I'm slll'e Brllillll would be t1J.6erent, ' said 
the Prince. 'I colll4 work w1t1t soiiU!OtU to cretlle tiiiOtiJer 
C1BtJe DlwcuJ4. Brltllba lltu loU of catln 111111 o/4 sllltel;y 
lumtn wlllclt could beJtejlt froblt bebtg tllnu4 btto a 
DriiCIIkl llome. I ��m tile ollly perso11 In the world wltJI tile 
1UIIIIe IUUII am going to llSe tlfor good CIIIISeS. '  
16111 October, 2000 Scllenlcelldln;f, Germt���y 'THE DAILY 
EXPRESS' 

The H unt For A Sex 
'Vampire' 

Poke ID the Hayllng lllaad and Portamoutb areas of 
Hamplbire, were attempting to tradt down a aes: attacbr 
who was described as wearing a Draeula mulL last 
December. 

The human(?) pe"ert bad carried out a series of assaults 
over the 12 months that made up 2000, and bad, at the Ume 
of going to press, succeeded la maldag an arrest. 
The St-year-old man n-om Havant, was arrested foDowlng 
a mass DNA-screenlng programme of men In the area. 1be 
victims were all set upon In rouglaly the same locale, and 
some have been as young as eleven years of age. 
1st Decelllber, 2000 Hayllag Jslillul 111111 PotWIIOutla, 
Hllllpldre 'UVERPOOLECHO' 



Glimpses Of 
The World 

Unseen 
My Merseyside!* What airy hosts 

Turn still thy gilded vanes 
What winds of elf that with grey ghost 

People thine ancient lanes? 
(*With apologies to) H.P .Lovecraft, 

May, 1927 

Is it j ust me, or is it getting really difficult of 
late to fmd the slightest trace of a genuine, 
open-minded approach to the study of the 
paranormal? 
I could be mistaken, but it surely seems that in 
these post-cool, "truth-seeker' s" times, the 

prevailing attitude is one of at best, barely 
concealed cynicism . (And at worst, of course, 
we have the likes of B lackmore, Wiseman and 
Persinger, still  pedalling their Temporal Lobe 
Of The Brain Hypothesis for all their worth, 
and gathering up a growing number of 
converts, by all accounts). . 
Things have gotten so bad, that I have recently 
been plagued by a recurring mental image. 
One that troubles me greatly: 
It starts with a bunch of Fortean investigators 
gathered around an honestly befuddled 
eyewitness. Let 's say, for the sake of argument, 
he 's captured some video footage of a daylight 
UFO. The assembled researchers are nodding 
sagely, taking notes, and making 'umming ' 
and 'aahhing ' noises in all the right places, 
before retiring to the pub, minus the witness, of 
course, to guffaw over a few pints of 'Oak 
Wobbly Bob, ' at the woeful ignorance of the 
average man in the street. 
'Oh, it 's quite obviously a weather balloon, 
Tarquin. ' 

'Quite right, A/an. Still, at least it will suffice 
as a perfectly fascinating example of the 
Psychosocial Hypothesis. You know, Man 's 
penchant for misperceiving the mundane and 
attributing to it extraterrestrial properties at 
the drop of a hat. ' 
'Oh, super. I 'll be able to holdover that article 
concerning "Hypnagogic And Hypnopompic 
Visions And How They Are The Only Viable 
Explanation For Sightings Of Every Type Of 
Reported Physical Entity E VER!!! " until the 
next issue of our esteemed publication. ' 
'Shall we inform the tabloids now then, 
Gerald? ' 
'Oh, no, no no. Let them publish their stills 
and carry the story for a few days. Give good 
ol ' Joe Public something to natter about over 
their Cornflakes. We 'll lookfar more superior 
if we provide the real explanation, after 
everyone else claims to be completely 
flummoxed. ' 
'Excellent. Fancy another pint, Wilfred? ' 

No thanks. I 'm just off to Sheffield to patronise 
some poor deluded soul who believes his house 
is haunted. What 's that ? Yeah, I know ghosts 
are so passe, Tim. Still, beats working for a 
living, eh? ' 
A m ite unfair? Well, maybe. But Lordy, even 
the good guys, those who provided this 
particular writer' s inspiration for dreaming up 
'DON, ' and who, if truth be told, served to 
instil in me a sense of childl ike wonder, even 
they seem to have grown increasingly sceptical 
as the years without defmitive answers have 
rolled by. 
And yes, I guess that's  understandable. One of 
the very saddest things about the passing of 
time, of growing older, is the gradual lack of a 
willingness to suspend ones disbelief. To 
question every ' explanation' proffered by the 
so-called ' experts, ' until such a time as their 
more ' acceptable' theories are proven to your 
own satisfaction (and maybe even then . . . .  ) 
Extraordinary claims require extraordinary 
proof, and all that, but we shouldn't  simply sit 
back and allow the eclipse of our youth to 
blind us to the fact that there are about a 
mill ion and one unsolved mysteries out there. 
Just because the new Millennium dawned 
without major incident, 'THE X FILES ' have 
waned in popularity, and countless paranormal 
magazines have now ceased publication (and, 
lest we forget, scepticism is now hip 'n '  
trendy) i t  shouldn't mean we al l  have to sell 
out. To dispense that aforementioned sense of 
wonder. Our questing instinct. Our objective, 
open-minded, Fortean search for answers. 
That would undoubtedly have old C harlie 
himself, spinning in his grave. 



Never mind though. If Mr Fort couldn't  rest 
easy in his grave, Tarquin, Wilfred and the 
boys would drum up a fashionably sceptical 
explanation for this Gyrating Body 
Phenomenon, just before last orders . . .  

Am I right, guys? 

2 
Despite the above, or perhaps in some perverse 
way because of it, I went searching for the 
Lost F ortean Boys on a mild, windless night in 
early October, just as the leaves were 
beginning to turn and the air held that first 
faint tinge of woodsmoke. 
I 'd  read about a group calling itself 
'ParaScience ' in the local press back in the 
summer-that-never-was, and even managed to 

give them the briefest of mentions in the last 
issue of 'DON. ' 
But it was a more recent clipping featured in 
'THE BIRKENHEAD NEWS, ' that had 
grabbed my attention like a eat 's  eye marble 
shining amidst a pile of brown decaying 
leaves. Okay, so the contents of what 
amounted to a ten-line advert were hardly 
encouraging. There were too many references 
to 'Ghostbusters, ' 'recruitment drives, ' and 
'people being brave enough to attend, ' for my 
liking. 
Sti ll and all, there was a phone number at the 
conclusion of the snippet, and there didn 't 
seem to be anything to lose in giving Steve, the 
head of the group, a call. 
I'm not at all sure what I expected: A fast­
talking hustler, keen to sell me a gen-u-wine 
'Extraterrestrial Detector ' or an 'Absolutely­
Can 't-Fail-Book-Of-Love-Spells. ' A religious 
fanatic, who was seeking out new members to 
join his spiritualist cult (Kool Aid and a one­
way ticket to Guyana, provided). Or the 
eternally sad bloke with a habit of standing on 
street corners, screaming that the Beast of 
Revelations is loose in the land. 
By the time I 'd  fmished speaking to him 

however, I 'd  discovered (much to my relief) 
that Steve was about as down to earth as it was 
possible to get without getting ones nose and 
face dirty. 

He seemed to know his stuff, too. 
He talked of allegedly haunted schools, 

houses, museums and pubs. Of a bunch of mad 
Americans convinced that a m ist that had 
descended (in an admittedly spooky fashion) 
over Marston Moor, was in fact, the gathering 
of the spectres of the slain . And, most 
interestingly of all, of people who had turned 
up at the group' s  meetings complaining that 
they had alien implants inserted in various 
parts of their bodies. Or believed they had 
stumbled upon the underground entrance to 

Richard Shaver's Hollow Earth. Or were 
possessed by the Devil .  
Intriguing stuff, I 'm sure you ' ll agree. 
The group' s  first meeting since the late spring 
of this year, was to be held that coming 
Monday (October 2nd), at one of my favourite 
(a, and if you will, hem) 'haunts, ' The 

Bebington Civic Centre Library, at 8pm. 
And so, in the company of my trusty Assistant 
Editor, Jase I a in 't ever gonna get that baked 
po-tater ' Dignam, we arrived at the large, 
1 970's art-deco building, just as the St 
Andrew ' s  Church clock chimed the three­
quarter hour. 
There was a gang of young teenage scallies 
sitting on the wall that l ined the car park. I 
caught sight of one of their faces, bathed in the 
sodium glare of a streetlight. I could have been 
wrong, but he'd looked to me as though he 
were weighing us both up, maybe trying to 
decide whether we had anything worth 
robbing, and I mumbled as much to Jase. B ut 
you know, it' s  kind of funny. The threat may 
very well have been real. I may have 
misjudged the situation entirely. Whatever. 
The fact remains that by silent agreement, Jase 

and I paused for a moment at the entrance to 
the library. 
I can 't speak for my friend, but my stomach 
was roiling with that queasy mixture of 
excitement and not a little fear, a recipe 
familiar to anyone when faced with the 
unknown: A first date. A j ob interview. A 
stage appearance. 
Or a ride on the fairground ghost train . . . .  
' Are you sure you really want to d o  this?' I 
asked, trying to keep the tremor out of my 
voice. 
' Well, we' ve come this far, '  Jase replied, not 
unreasonably. ' We m ight as well . '  
' Okay. But if w e  see anyone looking even the 
slightest b it Char l ie Manson-ish . . .  Y'know, 
mad in the heeeiiid, we're out of here, agreed?' 
' Fuckin' right! ' 
Right! ! ! ! ' 
We nodded in unison, the automatic doors slid 
open, and we stepped inside . . . .  

3 
I suppose it' s  fair to say I felt more than a tad 
embarrassed when we had to ask the blue­
uniformed security guard, stood at the front 
desk, exactly where the ' Paranormal Group 
Meeting' was being held. 
It's not that I'm in any way ashamed of my 
interest in strange phenomena, far from it. But 
I always half-expect people, especially 
authority figures, to poke fun whenever I 
broach the subject. Quite frankly, they usually 
regard me as though I 've just informed them 



I ' m  looking to go busking in the fun pub at the 
very Gates Of Hell. 
This chap didn't so much as smirk, however, 
Instead, he politely advised us to take the stairs 
up to the third floor. 
Unfortunately for us, he neglected to mention 
which room the meeting was being held in. 
Not that this seemed to present too much of a 
problem, at first. Although the landing 
contained a door-studded corridor, the very 
first room we came to was brightly-lit and was 
filled with a crowd of old men and women, 
sitting around drinking coffee or studying the 
various display boards. 
Jase and I exchanged a worried glance. I think 
I ' ve already made it clear that neither of us had 
known quite what we were letting ourselves in 
for. But attending a seminar with an audience 
who, with all due respect, looked so ancient, it 
was hard to shake the notion they were the 
restless spirits of those who had recently 
crossed over, had certainly not been high on 
any list of expectancies. 
I shrugged my shoulders, and repeated Jase' s  
' well, we've come this far'  speech o f  a little 
earlier. And hey, after all, it wasn't the 
audience we' d  come to listen to, but a speaker, 
who, if he proved to be half as interesting as 
he ' d  sounded on the phone, would ensure our 
journey hadn 't been entirely in vain. 
So we took a couple of seats near the back. In 
truth, they were the only ones available. All 
the others were either occupied or had coats 
draped across their backs. If nothing else, the 
meeting was certainly well-attended. 
I ' d  barely taken out my pen and begun 
scribbling in my notepad when a bearded, 
middle-aged man, kitted out in what appeared 
to be a mountaineer's outfit, strode 
purposefully into the room. 
He was wearing a woolly jumper beneath a 
blood-red Berghaus coat, matching thermal 
trousers and a sturdy pair of climbing boots. 
His upper body was criss-crossed with thick 
coils of rope, and a pair of opaque goggles hid 
his eyes from view. 
Oh, and he was clutching a lethal-looking ice­
pick in one gloved hand. 
I was so surprised by his appearance I dropped 
my pen on the floor, and I watched it roll 
unerringly towards this Chris Bonnington 
wannabe as he continued to stride forward to 
the very edge of the circle of chairs. He 
crushed it beneath one of those Frankenstein 
Monster boots, as carelessly as if he' d  trod on 
a bothersome bug. I opened my mouth to say 
something, but then I remembered the ice-pick 
and, and I snapped my gob shut double-quick. 
A hush descended then. That sort of caught­
breath, respectful silence you only ever hear in 

a church or when you' re in the presence of a 
truly great orator and you're mustard keen to 
catch every word. 
The grey-haired, hook-nosed man sitting next 
to me even stopped slurping from his 
polystyrene cup as we waited for Mr Mountain 
Man to speak. 
And after making a great show of clearing his 
throat, he duly did . . . .  
' I ' d  like to start m y  thanking you all for 
coming. It really warms my heart to see so 
many enthusiasts gathered here for what it 
assumed, by our critics, to be a minority 
pursuit. Hobby. Interest. Call it what you will . '  
He paused for effect, and I was certain that if 
we could have seen his eyes at that moment, 
they' d  be shining with pride. 
' Well, my dear friends, may I just say that you 
are living proof that the efforts of those who 
would pour scorn on our beliefs are totally in 
vain. Thank you all, once again. '  
This last inspired a spontaneous round of 
applause and Jase and I had felt compelled to 
join in. Why not? He might be dressed in an 
unconventional manner, perhaps even 
bordering on the very edge of ' Mad In The 
Heeeiid' Territory, (to be honest, I ' d  only been 
prevented from running screaming from the 
room by the slightly comforting notion that the 
costume was just that. An outfit that would 
help him get into character when he launched 
into tales of Yeti-hunting in the Himalayas, 
Almas-tracking across the Russian Steppes, or 
collecting evidence for the existence of the B ig 
Grey Man Of Ben Macdhui in Scotland), but 
he seemed genuinely sincere in his 
appreciation at being in the presence of so 
many (you' ll pardon the pun) kindred spirits. 
I began to feel sure that we' d  made the right 
decision in coming here. I fished in my 
pockets for a spare pen, came up with a biro, 
and afforded myself a little smile. I wanted to 
jot down as much as I possibly could of what I 
assumed would be a hugely rewarding lecture. 
As it turned out, I was right 
Though not here. Not in this room, with its 
assembly of attentive pensioners, and with Mr 
Mountain Man as the speaker. 
Oh no . . .  

4 
It seems hard to believe, looking back now, but 
when our lecturer opened up the talk proper by 
saying; ' Right, ladies and gentlemen, The 
Geology Of The Alps . . .  Where to begin?' I 
actually wrote down the five words that made 
up the title of the speech, mishearing the last 
one so that it became: ' Geology Of The Apes, ' 
in my Penketh 's notepad, without their 
significance sinking in. 



It wasn't until Jase nudged me, and 
whispered, ' What in the name of Doctor Zira, 
does "Geology Of The Apes" mean, Lee?' that 
the words swam into focus and I began to have 
my first sneaking doubts that we just might be 
sitting in the wrong room. 
These suspicions were confmned when Mr 
Mountain began launching into tales of the 
savage grandeur of the snow-capped peaks and 
the fabulous fauna and flora to be found in 
abundance there, and I 'm sorry, but it was all I 
could do to keep from braying wild gales of 
laughter. 
' Juh . . .  juh . . .  juh . . .  eeolo . . .  Juh . . .  juh . . .  eeollogee 
Juheeeollogee Of The FREAKIN' APES!!!! ' I 
snorted into cupped hands, and shook my head 
in disbelief. 
I shot a peek at Jase, and just as quickly looked 
away. His face had gone a beetroot shade of 
red, his cheeks were puffed out and tiny little 
fart-like sounds emerged from between the 
thin line of his lips. He put me in mind of an 
over-heated boiler about to explode. 
One thing was abundantly clear; we had to get 
the hell out of there before we succumbed to a 
gargantuan fit of the giggles and risked 
incurring the wrath of Mr Mountain Man and 
his deadly ice-pick. We could try explaining 
that we weren 't to know that the Merseyside 
Conservation Group held their meeting the 
same night as the 'ParaScience ' people. But 
something told me he wasn 't the kind of guy 
who would listen to ' half-baked excuses from 
a couple of lily-livered city types. '  
I thanked our lucky stars that w e  were sat at 
the back and that our escape route appeared to 
be free of obstacles. Without daring to look at 
him, I tapped Jase on the shoulder and pointed 
in the general direction of the door. He got the 
message, got to his feet, and bent half-over as 
though he were afflicted with the world's 
worst belly ache, he staggered to the exit. 
I wasn't far behind, although for one terrible 
moment I was sure I wasn't going to make it. I 
could clearly see and hear Jase cackling so 
hard, he'd collapsed in a boneless heap in the 
middle of the corridor. 
'Close the door behind you, sonny Jim,' 
someone croaked behind me. 
'Yes sir, General Urko,'  I said, snapping a 
salute prior to pulling it to. Once on the other 
side, I slithered to the polished floor, emitting 
a laughter that was so intense, it was all but 
soundless. 
A good while passed before I was able to gain 
some measure of self-control (my stomach 
muscles ached like Hell the following day, like 
I 'd  done a hundred sit-ups, or something), and 
it took Jase a little longer, despite the fact that 
he 'd had a head start. 

In the end, the chiming of the church clock, 
far-off and somehow dreamlike, served to 
bring us both to our senses. 
I struggled to my feet. 
And felt my heart sink. 
It was 8: 1 5 .  We 'd very likely missed the start 
of that damned elusive paranormal meeting. 
We both might as well slope off home. 
At that moment, a young woman, dressed 
entirely in black, and carrying a stack of 
official-looking papers, appeared at the top of 
the stairs. She glanced briefly in our direction, 
before hurrying past and knocking gently at a 
door five rooms along from ' Geology Of The 
Alps. '  
' Maybe we' re not too late . . .  We can still . . .  ' 
Jase and I said at the exact same time. Without 
another word, we raced up alongside the 
Mysterious Woman In Black, just as a voice 
from within shouted; ' Okay, you don't have to 
knock. We haven't started yet. ' 
' Excuse me, is this where the ParaScience 
Group meets?' I asked the lady, as she pushed 
open the door, hastily confrrming that we 
weren't about to lurch into the Port Sunlight 
Flower Arranging Class or the Anne 
Widdicombe Appreciation Society, by 
mistake. 
' Well, I should hope it is, ' she said smiling. 
' I ' m  due to give a talk on the Ellesmere Port 
Boat Museum Ghosts, tonight. ' 
Reassured, and not a little delighted, I afforded 
myself a silent cheer as, for the second time 
that evening, we stepped into a brightly-lit 
room filled with people (of thankfully, various 
ages) yattering away merrily or nosing at 
display boards. 
My eyes were immediately drawn to a 
newspaper headline posted up on one of the 
stands, that proclaimed; 'GHOST CA UGHT 
ON CAMERA, ' but before I could get close 
enough to check it out, a stocky, short-haired 
man wearing a UCLA sweatshirt, (but not the 
slightest trace of any mountaineering gear, 
praise the Lawwwd ! !  !) called for everyone to 
take their seats. Once again, the only chairs 
available were located right at the very back. 
Fortunately, that didn't  make a whole pile of 
difference because the room was so small, 
wherever you sat you were no more than a few 
feet from the table behind which Steve, the 
Group Leader, (for it was he) and the Woman 
In Black were seated. 
As the crowd of forty or so people settled 
down, Steve rose slowly, surveyed the 
audience, then pointed directly at me and said; 
' Oh, you must be Lee, right?' 
I had no way of knowing it then, but the 
second big shock of the evening was just a 
sentence or two away . . . .  



5 
One of my favourite ever horror movies is the 
Columbia 1 957 classic, 'NIGHT OF THE 
DEMON. ' 
Based on M.R. James' s  wonderfully 
atmospheric short story; ' CASTING THE 
RUNES, ' the plot revolves around a black 
magician named Julian Karswell (played with 
an understated sense of menace by the 
excellent Niall MacGinnis ), who places a curse 
upon disbelieving paranormal investigator 
Geepers, creepers, sceptical was fashionable, 
even back then! ! ! ), John Holden (Dana 
Andrews). 
The reason for this decidedly unsociable 
behaviour? Dr Holden threatens to expose 
Karswell' s Devil cult for the bunch of 
fraudsters he assumes they are. In response, 
the Warlock conjures up an ancient Fire 
Demon and secretes a parchment containing 
runic symbols in Holden' s  papers, during a 
visit to the library at the British Museum. 
And it' s  during this impromptu encounter that 
Karswell, in answer to the good Doctor's  
question as to how he knew he would fmd him 
there at the library, states, in a voice dripping 
with sarcasm ; ' Oh, isn't it the scientist who 
tries to dismiss what he can't explain as 
coincidence? Let's call this coincidence. '  
Okey dokey. Let's call it just that. 
COINCIDENCE. 
What's good for the cinematic world is equally 
applicable in what passes for everyday reality. 
I mean, come on, what's the alternative? There 
is absolutely no hard evidence to suggest that 
anything remotely supernatural can ever 
influence random chance. 
No Sir. No Ma'am .  
No way. 

And you can therefore close your ears when 
certain other, well-respected investigators 
whisper darkly about the involvement of 
Mischievous Sprites, Cosmic Joker's and The 
Hands Of Fate. 
It's just COINCIDENCE, and that's  all ! ! !  
My apparent acceptance of this logic should 
make me feel a whole lot better about what 
was soon to take place in that tiny, spartan 
conference room in the early autumn, as a raw 
wind suddenly sprang up and began buffeting 
around the windows. 
But it doesn't, you know. 
Not a bit. 

6 
When Steve pointed me out at the beginning of 
the meeting, I hadn't felt particularly 
embarrassed. He explained that he'd only 
guessed my name because I was carrying a 

copy of the then current issue of 'DEAD OF 
NIGHT; ' The Werewolf Special that I ' d  posted 
to Steve a few days earlier. 
I had to pretend to ignore the people who had 
craned their necks to gape at me with puzzled 
expressions on their faces, but that was no big 
deal. 
What certainly did have me squirming in my 
seat however, was what Steve said next: ' So, 
how long have you had an amputee fetish then, 
Lee?' 
Now, for those amongst you who d_idn 't get to 
read the last issue, the blatantly self-indulgent 
Editorial featured a true-life, tragi-comic 
account of my brief holiday romance with a 
gorgeous Sophie-Ellis Bextor lookalike during 
the impossibly long-ago summer of 1 986. 
So far, so 'Mill 's & Boon. ' The interesting 
wrinkle was that I subsequently discovered, at 
the most inopportune moment, that she had a 
false leg made of plastic, which she duly took 
off and placed on the bedside table. As a 
passion killer it was right up there with 
dancing the watusi with Vanessa Feltz (even 
the slimmed down version). Nevertheless, it 
sickens me now to think that I had left her 
weeping in the dark, just because of that one 
blemish on her otherwise flawless beauty. The 
truth is though, I felt that by at least writing 
about it, I just might be able to exorcise some 
of the sense of shame that has since haunted 
me. 
Cynics have since suggested that I only wrote 
it because I knew it would appeal to the more 
voyeuristic of our subscribers and help shift a 
few more issues, and nothing I say now is 
gonna change their views . . .  
Whatever, Steve bringing the subject up in 
front of a room full of people, none of whom 
I ' d  ever met . . .  Well, that was pretty bad. 
But worse was to follow. 
'I have to say, Steve said, smiling strangely, ' I  
can particularly relate to your story. ' 
' Why?' I asked. ' Have you ever been to North 
Wales for a spot of holiday romance?' 
' Er, not recently, no. My affmity goes a lot 
deeper than that . '  
' Aye, aye. You haven't got off with a girl 
minus a leg, have yer?' I said, smiling a smile 
that felt for all the worlds as though it were 
ironed on. I ' d  been suddenly aware that was I 
stood on the brink of a revelation that I ' d  
rather not see the shape of. 
'Not quite . '  He paused, as if considering 
whether or not he should go on. Then, with a 
shrug of the shoulders, he sighed; ' Okay, take 
a look under the table. '  
I looked. And did a double-take as Steve 
hitched up the left leg of his jeans to reveal a 
shiny metal artificial limb. 



I could only stare in disbelief as I heard the 
sound of something hitting the floor below me. 
I only suspected later that it was probably the 
noise of my jaw dropping like an out of control 
elevator. 
For a single, endless moment, no one spoke, 
and in truth, there didn't seem a whole lot to 
say. All I can remember thinking is, what were 
the odds stacked against this particular set of 
circumstances? 
Writing 'The Girl With The False Leg ' story in 
the first place (and believe me, it was not an 
easy decision to set about publishing that 
article). 
Spotting the 'ParaScience ' advert in the local 
press. 
Sending Steve that edition of 'DON, ' when 
any other back issue would have sufficed . . .  
I wasn't able to come up with an answer, but 
that couldn't stop a Harry Hill voice piping up 
in my mind to enquire; 'What are the chances 
of that happening, eh? ' 
It was difficult to shake the notion that the 
whole thing had somehow been scripted, 
though of course, according to accepted 
scientific reasoning, such things simply cannot 
be. I was therefore left with no other option 
than to stare wide-eyed at the complex 
mechanics of Steve' s  artificial leg whilst 
mentally quoting the words of Julian Karswell; 
'Jsn 't it the scientist who tries to dismiss what 
he can 't explain as coincidence . . . .  Let 's call 
this coincidence. ' 

7 
If Steve had been in any way embarrassed by 
my reaction to his 'revelation,' to his credit, he 
never showed it. 
The formalities dispensed with, he 
immediately launched into a brief description 
of what 'ParaScience ' were all about. 
' We are non-profit making organisation 
dedicated to investigating, at first hand, all 
forms of paranormal phenomena,' he began. 
' We try and adopt scientific methods, hence 
the computers and various gadgetry you see 
placedon the table before you. 
'Now, although we take the subject very 
seriously, we've found it helps if you're 
equipped with a strong sense of humour, on 
occasion. When we're conducting an 
investigation of a reputedly haunted site, the 
vast majority of our time is spent sitting very 
quiet and very still in total darkness with 
nothing much to occupy you mind. It' s pretty 
near total sensory deprivation during the forty 
minute spells, or vigils, as we prefer to call 
them, that take place throughout the night, so 
let nobody be under any illusions, this ain 't 
'THE X FILES. ' It' s not glamorous or thrill-a-

minute Hollywood excitement. More often 
than not, it's  boring, arse-numbing, mind­
deadening work, and it takes a special kind of 
person to show that kind of dedication. 
'Anyone who doesn't think they can hack it 
shouldn't even bother signing up for the on­
site fieldwork. I'm not trying to put anyone 
off. On the contrary, the whole point of us 
organising this meeting was to, quite frankly, 
recruit as many fresh victims . . . .  Oops, sorry, 
new members, as possible. I just want you all 
to be aware of the downside of iJ?.vestigating 
haunted houses, schools, factories or 
whatever.' 
Steve paused, an expression of wry amusement 
on his face as though he were thinking; 'Right, 
that just about rounds off my Negative Aspects 
speech. Now, let 's see how many of the 
prospective victims . . . .  Oops, sorry, members 
get up and leave '. 
Everyone remained seated, however. 
And, I 'm not sure, but I could have sworn 
Steve had looked slightly disappointed. Like 
the Ghost Train owner surrounded by a bunch 
of bickering kids who declared they weren't in 
the slightest bit scared by his ride. 
Okay, 'he cleared his throat ' Rather than have 
you listen to me waffie on endlessly, I ' m  going 
to hand you over to one of my colleagues, 
who' ll recount the details of one of our more 
intriguing vigils. '  
So saying, that mysterious Woman In 
Black(whose name was disclosed to us, but sad 
to say, I failed to record it), took the chair, so 
to speak, and began narrating the following . . .  
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The Ghosts Of Ellesmere 
Port Boat Museum 

Between November, 1 99 8, and the February of 
this year, 'ParaScience ' began a ' long term 
study' of the reportedly supernatural events 
said to have occurred in certain areas of the 
Boat Museum. 
The group are still actively involved, as a 
matter of fact, and plan to return to the site 
with the onset of winter. 
The town of Ellesmere Port, located smack on 
the Cheshire/Merseyside border, is in itself, an 
unusual enough place, populated as it is, by a 
mixture of ' EP's' (EllesmerePudlians) 'pseudo' 
Manes and exiled Scosers. The docks, situated 
on the banks of the River Mersey, contributed 
greatly to the success of ' The Port, ' but in 



since the halcyon days of the 1960's, the 
locale has acquired some of the washed-out, 
faded-glory of a ghost-town in waiting. 
The building we 're talking about here 
however, The Island or Grain warehouse, was 
most gainfully employed during the boom 
years of the late 1 800's. It was used to store 
various foodstuffs, although, as the name 
suggests, grain was principal amongst them. 
Its fortunes waxed and waned throughout the 
first half of the 2rf century, being utilised 
variously as a storage depot for the army, a 
base for construction companies and a 
maintenance garage, interspersed with periods 
of disuse and outright neglect. 
The building would very likely have long since 
been demolished if it had not adopted its 
current incarnation as a museum. It was 
probably chosen as being a suitable site due to 
its ideal location, situated as it is on a man­
made island According to our speaker; 'within 
the upper dock level, externally the building is 
essentially the original brick construction. It' s  
position allowed narrow boats to dock either 
side of the structure and even underneath a 
frrst floor extension permitting easier loading 
and offloading of cargo. 
'Internally, the building has two levels, ground 
and first floor. The frrst floor has wooden 
planking beam floors and a wood trussed roof. 
Several modifications to the internal layout 
have been made to accommodate the present 
museum and its associated displays including a 
full-size canal boat; 'THE FRIENDSHIP. ' 
' The originally open-floor plan has since been 
divided into smaller units comprising a 
restaurant, lecture theatre, staff rooms and 
other associated areas. '  
That the area has long had an eerie reputation 
for strange happenings is confrrmed by the 
volume of anecdotal evidence collected by 
various members of 'ParaScience. ' 
The phenomena reported by museum staff and 
visitors passing through, include "sightings of 
apparitions, weird smells, feelings of unease 
and unexplained noises." 
It was during the Museum ' s  (some would say 
cynical) attempts to cash in on the rumours of 
strange goings-on. Unfortunately christened 
with a title cornier than a whole shelf- full of 
CHEERIO 'S ': ' Spooky Night,' (now an annual 
event, and you can read what ever you want 
into that level of success), first took place on 
the evenings of October 3rJh and 3 1  sr, 1998. 
Perhaps not surprisingly, a couple of visitors 
during these occasions reportedly underwent 
strange experiences. A male, who preferred to 
remains anonymous, stated that he had seen 
'the ghostly figure of a young girl around six 
or seven years old, with long black hair 

peering form behind 'THE FRIENDSHIP, ' 
near the bow. The apparition only lasted for a 
few seconds before vanishing suddenly when 
the tour guide started to speak. 
' Although now invisible, he continued to have 
the impression of something being there for 
several minutes afterwards.' 
Another witness, an unnamed female, reported 
that she ' felt an icy cold chill' permeating the 
room, and drifting around her legs like a 
bothersome draught. This drop in temperature 
left her feeling uneasy especially when she 
approached the bow of 'THE FRIENDSHIP. ' 
A group of children became increasingly 
frightened during the tour, although this may 
have had more to do with the fact that the 
guide was more than successful in his efforts 
to generate an atmosphere of menace. 
Apparently, his acting abilities are excellent 
and his ability to dole out a case of the 
heebeejeebees, are damn near legendary. 
ParaScience were sufficiently intrigued to 
launch an appeal for information in the local 
paper; 'THE PIONEER. '  In response to this 
request, a volunteer worker at the museum 
came forward to tell of his experiences when 
walking in the vicinity of the island 
warehouse. He was in the company of another 
worker changing lightbulbs, when he climbed 
atop a ladder to carry out his task. Whilst he 
was stood at their summit, he felt a sharp tug 
in the trouser leg of his overalls and assumed 
his colleague was attempting to gain his 
attention. But when he looked down, he was 
astonished to find that there was absolutely 
nobody there, and that in fact, his eo-worker 
had been on the ground floor at the time of the 
' incident.' 
Taken by itself, this would hardly be worthy of 
inclusion in the paranormal group's files, but 
there was a second incident, hot on the heels of 
this one .... 
'As he was coming up the central stairwell, he 
noticed that his dog, Toby, wasbehaving 
strangely and refusing to go any further. The 
dog continued to refuse to move and he was 
forced to take it back outside via the central 
stairs and ground floor door. He returned alone 
and went into an office to discuss some 
unrelated matter. It was when he was leaving 
the office and moving through the restaurant, 
that he experienced a great difficulty in 
walking. There was a strong smell of burning 
sulphur (an odour frequently reported in many 
types of Fortean phenomena, from UFO 
occupant sightings, to encounters with 'Old 
Shuck, Bigfoot and Men In Black . . . .  And of 
course, it was once believed, that 
manifestations both of Demons and of The 
Devil Himself, were often accompanied by the 



acrid smell of burning sulphur-Ed), and he 
felt as though he were being crushed V:znother 
oft-reported phenomenon reputedly linked both 
to Bedroom Invaders and the otherworldly 
presence(s) said to inhabit the world 's so­
called Window Areas: The appearance after 
midnight, of creatures, be they Alien Greys, 
insanely cackling Night-Hags, or The 
Gibbering Things That Lie Waiting In The 
Black, frequently convey a sensation of a 
crushing weight, sitting on one 's chest and 
bending to whisper in your ear: 
"You knew I would come " 
And at sites such as Clapham Wood, 
Chanctonbury Ring, and The Derbyshire 
Peaks, witnesses often claim to have been 
immobilised by some invisible, all-powerful 
force - Ed, again). 
The man in this case was sufficiently 

frightened by the experience to give it toes to 
the outside landing., even though it seemed to 
him if he were running in the midst of a 

waking nightmare. Everything seemed to take 
place in slow motion dream time. 

Strangely enough, when he finally managed to 
stumble out of the exit, everything returned to 
normal. 
In the days and weeks that followed, Toby, the 

dog, would never again approach the bow of 
THE FRIENDSHIP, ' no matter how much 
cajoling was involved. ' He would consistently 
growl at the area and behave strangely as if he 
could see something that he didn't like. ' 
Perhaps most chillingly of all however, was 
the account related to the Group, by yet 
another witness who requested anonymity. 
He told of a series of mysterious knocks and 
bangs emanating from the front of THE 
FRIENDSHIP ' and during the previous Winter 
(one would assume this means the Winter of 
1 997, although this was not confirmed by our 
narrator). 

He was working alone on the ground floor of 
the warehouse. The museum had been closed 
for the day and therefore there were no parties 
of schoolchildren on site . . .. or anybody else, 

for that matter. 
None of that served to change the fact that he 
paused in his labours when he heard the 
unmistakable sound of children singing. He 
could even identify the song; 'Ring a Ring a 
Roses!!! ' 
(I hate to interrupt again, but this particular 
aspect frightens me somewhat. And it seems 
I 'm not the only one. The ghostly, childish 
singing of this nursery rhyme, which has 
always had a sinister reputation, not least 
because of its association with the plague, has 
been reported several times before. See the 
conclusion of this article for more - Ed). 

Needless to say, despite a thorough search of 
the premises, as the last faint echoes of the 
'singing' faded away to a waiting silence, no 

trace of any human presence could be found. 
ParaScience 's frrst vigil took place during the 

night spanning November 2 lst_22nd, 1 998. 
To assist in the proceedings, the Group were 
joined by a couple of psychics, clairvoyants, 
call them what you will, who were given a free 

role so long as they recorded their 
' impressions' on audio tape or video. 
Two areas of the museum were, according to 
the psychics, "active": The area around the 
bow of THE FRIENDSHIP ' and a secondary 
area in the restaurant. 
According to the Group, neither of the two 

psychics had been anywhere near the Boat 

Museum prior to this visit and that were not 

aware, so far as the investigators knew, of the 
history of the building. 
Our speaker informed us that 'Children 
featured very strongly in the psychic 
impressions and were described as "running 

about, playing and laughing." Three adult 
spirits were also identified, these were 
confined to the area around the front of THE 
FRIENDSHIP ' and seemed to be displeased 
by either the Group' s  presence or the activities 
of the children. ' 
The clairvoyants also reported the impressions 
of a 'great sadness, chains and coal. ' 
'The date of 1 852 was mentioned and once 
again the psychics sensed traces of a death 
linked somehow to coal and a loading area. ' 
As for the vigil itself . . .. Well, there were some 
interesting developments. Aside from a 
sequence of knocks and bangs, that were likely 
attributable to the natural noises of an old 
building ' settling down for the night,' there 

were other sounds, less easily dismissed in 
such prosaic terms. 
' There was a series of loud knocks and taps 
from the area at the front of THE 
FRIENDSHIP. ' These were unlike general 

building noises with which we soon became 
familiar and were often considerably louder 

and appeared close by the observers. Several 
of the observers had visual occurrences during 
the night. Mysterious shadows moving about, 
blurred impressions of people and changes in 
apparent light levels. 

'One member did report seeing a small child in 

his peripheral vision for almost a full 1 5  
minutes which left him feeling both disturbed 
and confused. 
' Interestingly enough, his sighting was 

confrrmed by another Group observer sitting 
some feet away. ' 
There were also pretty frequent significant 
drops in temperature and feelings of menace 



hung in the air like the tension you get before 
an electrical storm. 
As the night wore on, several of the team 

· members claimed that they had been touched 
by an invisible something that snagged at their 
clothing (echoes of The Invisible Assailant 
panic currently plaguing certain parts of India). 
' Perhaps the most interesting phenomena 
however, ' our speaker pointed out, ' were the 
manifestation of what we have christened 
"Cold Columns" that several observers 
reported coming into contact with during the 
night. Concentrated around the front of THE 
FRIENDSHIP, ' and near the shipwright's 
display, these areas of intense cold could easily 
be differentiated by bare hand and felt 
tangible, although nothing could be seen. 
' They appeared to move quickly about and the 
bare hand could easily distinguish a boundary 
to them and a slight resistance to the hand 
passing through. They were around four inches 
in height but all attempts to measure any 
temperature change were thwarted by their 
apparent speed of motion. The observers 
breath was clearly seen to form condensation 
when encountering these intensely "Cold 
Columns." This condensation was not seen at 
any other time during the night. This clearly 
suggested to us that the phenomena did indeed 
take the form of a sudden drop in the 
immediate air temperature. '  
Thus ended the group' s  first vigil at the Boat 
Museum . . .  

2 
The team reconvened at the site in early 
January, 1 999. The by now, customary knocks 
and bangs were recorded once more, although 
you can add to this the sound of disembodied 
footsteps echoing hollowly on the wooden 
floor. 
The appearance of quickly moving shadows 
along the walls in various parts of the building. 
Bright white lights were also sighted near the 
front of the narrow boat. 
The undoubted highlight, of this vigil, 
however, only made itself apparent during 
subsequent analysis of a series of sound 
recordings made by one of the digital 
recorders. The anomalous recording was made 
as members of the group were setting up the 
equipment at the ungodly hour of 2am. 
Chillingly, those children' s  voices, who, you'll  
recall were reported by a singular witness the 
previous year, were recorded on digital tape 
without actually being heard by any of the 
investigators present at the scene. 
And guess what, dearly assembled, they were 
singing 'RING-A-RING-A-ROSES, , once 
again. 

The singing was said to be quiet and far-away, 
but to be clearly discernible . . . . 
' Subsequent computer analysis of the sound 
does seem to confirm that they are indeed a 
group of children singing,'  claims the speaker. 
'Traffic noise from the M53 is also clearly 
heard although it is below the level of the 
voices. ParaScience group members may also 
be heard talking and moving about and it is 
clear that they are oblivious to the singing. 
So what do we have here. one wonders. Some 
sort of hoax? An electromagnetic disturbance 
of some kind? Or a classic example of 
Electronic Voice Phenomena (EVP)? - (Ed). 
On February 3rd, the investigation co-ordinator 
was paying a visit to the warehouse intending 
to conduct a photo study using a digital 
camera. Our narrator takes up the story . . . . 
'He was accompanied by his father and for a 
time, the museum events co-ordinator. During 
the early part of his visit, the warehouse was 
hosting a school party many of whom were 
dressed in Victorian costume. Several of these 
children were photographed as he thought they 
may be able to illustrate future reports with 
their pictures in relation to the earlier recording 
of the ghostly children' s  singing. After the 
children left, he continued to take more 
pictures whilst speaking with the museum 
events co-ordinator. Therefore there were three 
people on the museum's first floor level at the 
time one particular picture was being taken. 
'This picture, when examined afterwards, 
appeared to contain a semi-transparent and 
incomplete figure of a man. Although a low 
resolution image, it was examined further by 
computer analysis and appeared to be the 
upper body and head of a man near the front of 
the narrowboat. 
'A right arm with the sleeve rolled up was 
clearly visible and the apparition appeared to 
be wearing either a hat or hood with a shoulder 
drape. '  
Understandably, this photograph, generated a 
great deal of publicity, at least on a local level. 
The authenticity of the picture has been further 
enhanced by the revelation that 'Sony UK' 
later confrrmed that the camera used to obtain 
this shot could not have produced a double 
exposure ' or other optical phenomena which 
could manifest itself in such a manner. ' 
As with the audio recordings, mentioned 
earlier, no one saw anything out of the 
ordinary at the time the picture was taken. 
There have, according to some of the people at 
'ParaScience, ' been a number of positive steps 

taken towards possibly identifying the ' figure' 
in this photo. 
They were at pains to stress however, that the 
following remains pure supposition. 



'The figure seems to be a male wearing what 
appears to be either a hood or a drape of fabric 
down over the shoulders, or perhaps a cloth 
sack as often worn by the likes of coal delivery 
workers. Within the museum display there is a 
photograph of a man wearing just such a 
garment. 
'When the image was published, whether by 
accident or design ('Let 's call this 
coincidence ") it appeared alongside an article 
from The Boat Museum reporting a memorial 
service for a young worker killed 1 00 years 
before, whilst loading coal at the docks. 

'Samuel Hill, aged just 1 8 , was a porter 
employed by the Shropshire Union Railway 

and Canal Company, when he met his death 
around 5pm on Friday, February 1<Jh 1 899. He 

was working as part of a team at the coal tip 
loading a steamer. 
'During this dangerous task, the vessel had to 
be moved and the coal shoot re-positioned. 
Samuel was disconnecting a chain and 
stooping so that his head was in between the 

chain and the upright. Suddenly, and without 
warning, the shoot slipped, tightening the 
chain and trapping the unfortunate boy's head 
between the chain and the upright. He was 
quickly freed, but was sadly found to be 
already dead, his neck and windpipe crushed. ' 
'The Group claimed that they knew nothing of 

this story, until its publication in the local 
press, and this is kind of backed up by their 
contacting the Boat Museum to express their 
surprise, only to be informed that the tragedy 
of Samuel's untimely death had only just been 
made public as they themselves had only just 
stumbled upon its discovery. 
'A plaque marking the event had been 

recovered from some building spoil, and this 
has now been put on display in the museum. 
'It was quickly realised that the notes of the 
two psychics, (their impressions had been 
placed on file) contained similarities to the 
death of Samuel Hill . . .  In particular, the 

reference to 'coal and chains. ' 
'It is even more interesting to note that the 

picture of the ' ghostly worker' was taken 
pretty much exactly 1 00 years to the day that 
Samuel was killed, and for that reason, the 
image has been christened 'Sammy. ' 

3 
The Group held a further vigil during the 

March of the same year, but aside from the 
auditory assault courtesy of The Knocks and 
Bangs Brigade, nothing of real note occurred. 
Slightly more encouraging is the fact that since 
the team commenced their investigation, they 

have been contacted by a total of 12 witnesses, 
who at various times, claim to have seen 

something strange take place within the 
museum walls. 

All of these alleged incidents took place in the 
vicinity of the Island warehouse. Eight of the 

percipients stated that they had experienced 
sensations of being touched and of having their 

clothes tugged, like the man at the top of the 
ladder at the outset of this piece. 
A further two said that they had seen what 
appeared to be children playing a game of 
Hide And Seek by the narrowboat, although, 
needless to say, there were 'real' children 
present at the time. 
The final two witnesses both claimed that they 
had smelled a strong odour of burning wood or 

something similar (sulphur?) which was only 
noticeable within the building and not outside. 

The strong smell of burning was also reported 
by several members of 'ParaScience ' during 
the Group's inaugural vigil back in November, 
1 998. 

4 
To sum up then, our speaker drew the 
following conclusions . . .  
She was quick to point out that the eyewitness 
testimony, whilst important, we should be 
cautious in accepting it at face value. She 
accepted that science has proven that our 
brains are susceptible to the misinterpretation 
of all kinds of external stimuli, and that we can 
quite easily be fooled by the perfectly ordinary 

when we are tramping around unfamiliar 
territory . . .  
Especially a site that is reputed to be haunted. 
She was equally quick to point out though, that 
'in the case of the Island warehouse, we have a 
scenario whereby multiple witnesses, 

independent of each other, and on several 
different occasions, have reported what appear 

to be identical events. 
Additionally, we were able to pinpoint the 
location of these accounts, by drawing up a 
map, based on a plan of the warehouse. Thus 

were we able to observe a close correlation in 
the location of the various phenomena. By 

personal observation, Group members also 
provided first hand accounts of similar events: 
The smells, the touching, the visions of 
children and the sounds. 

'The sound of children singing was reported 
by a volunteer when the building was closed to 
the public and absolutely no children were 
present. To record the sound of children 
apparently singing at 2am is highly interesting 
from a paranormal investigator' s  point of 
view . . .  

(to say nothing of the fact that it carries eerie 
echoes of the scene in THE BLAIR WITCH 
PROJECT, where Mike, Heather and Josh are 



cowering in their tent as the high-pitched 
laughter of children drifts towards them from 
out of the depths of the midnight woods!!!) 
As the narrator was keen to draw to our 
attention, the evidence for the "existence" of 
the ghostly children is pretty convincing, 
supported as it is by several independent 
witnesses, Group members and, perhaps to a 
lesser extent (depending on your point of 
view) the impressions of the two psychics. 
The anomalous image captured on camera has 
been subjected to fairly intense examination 
and 'expert' computer analysis. This fact 
should be tempered a little however by the 
consideration that modem computers are 
capable of highly convincing image 
manipulation - you've only got to check out 
some of the more recent UFO video footage, 
especially that shot over Mexico, to obtain 
proof of that. 
What is interesting though, is another 
indisputable fact, namely, that a credible 
witness who works at he Museum was present 
when the photograph was taken, and ' the 
subsequent time period between leaving the 
Museum to e-mailing the image to other Group 
members tends to rule out the possibility of a 
hoax. 
' It must therefore, be accepted as a genuine 
image of something unusual. '  
Although what, precisely, the term ''unusual" 
means in this case remains open to 
interpretation. 
And before anyone asks, yes, I did try to 
include a copy of the aforementioned photo, 
but the reproduction would have rendered the 
image all but indiscernible. 
' In summing up then, many of the events of all 
types do seem to be confmed to specific areas 
within the Island Warehouse and this suggests 
that only parts, and not the entire building are 
subject to paranormal activity. 
' It is also not clear if the events are linked to 
the building itself or one of the many exhibits 
it contains. Certainly, the narrow boat 
'FRIENDSHIP ' appears to be linked to many 
of the phenomena that have taken place, and it 
is the Group's  intention to examine the 
vessel's history in the near future, as part of 
the ongoing investigation. 
' The area of the restaurant opposite the 
servery, also shows a strong consistence of 
reports of unusual activity taking place, and 
that area will be examined more closely during 
future work by ParaScience. ' 
I was expecting this to be the end of the talk, 
and in truth, I found myself almost wishing it 
were. Don't  get me wrong, this was all 
fascinating stuff, but I was writing that fast, I 
swear steam was rising from the notepad and 

my hand all but disappeared in a constant blur 
of motion. 
Our speaker hadn't quite reached the end of 
her talk, however. As Del Griffith says to Neil 
Page, while travelling in the back of an open­
topped truck en route to Witchita, Kansas, 
' There's a little ways to go yet! ! ! '  

5 
'Our very latest visit to the Boat Museum took 
place between November, 1 999 and February, 
2000. 
'The highlights of these vigils were occurred 
during the third and final session at the 
building. 
' At approximately I Opm, as the Group were 
thinking about packing away their equipment 
at the dog end of a fairly uneventful vigil, there 

came the sound of heavy door being closed 
with extreme force. 
Undeterred, they actually set about packing up, 
and it was as they were doing so that a strong 
smell of 'CORNFLAKES ' suddenly filled the 
air near to the middle of the narrowboat, and 
almost exactly where the EMF meter had been 
positioned. Unfortunately, the smell only 
lasted for a few seconds and wasn' t  noticed by 
another Group member called over to see if he 
could detect anything. 
' Due to the lateness of the hour, it wasn't 

possible to examine any of the photographs 
taken that night, but after the vigil was over, 
the keys to the Museum were dropped off at 
another member's  house. It was here, during a 
description of the events that evening, that the 
'CORNFLAKE ' smell was mentioned. The 

member to whom the keys were being 
deposited described how she smelt a similar 
odour whilst driving past the Seaforth Grain 
Silos, some weeks earlier, It was only then that 
we all remembered that the Island's  warehouse 
was a grain warehouse, something we all 
knew, but neglected to recall at the time of the 
smell. The following day, the frrst indications 
of something unusual in the still pictures began 
to emerge. The pictures from the 'SONY' 
camera positioned nearest the EMF meter were 
looked at. Out of more than 30 photographs 
taken, eight had what appeared to be a fuzzy 
ball of light on them. 
' Subsequent computer analysis revealed that 
there did not appear to be any camera fault at 
work here. Nor were there any indications that 
a trick of the light or some sort of reflection 
might be involved. 
' Dim, and without definition, they defy further 
interpretation. They are about the size of a 

tennis ball and appear to have a denser core 
surrounded by a lighter halo. Each of the three 
pictures were taken within a second or so of 



the EMF meter registering a response and 
perhaps there is a link to be made between the 
two events. ' 
She went on to state that more pictures from 
the second camera were also obtained, and 
these too, contained images of these ' fuzzy 
lights. ' 
Nothing was seen at the time these images 
were captured. They were only taken at all 
because the EMF meter detected ' an audible 
response. ' 
' The building was in darkness and although a 
flash was used in each picture, the overall 
images were very dark and required computer 
enhancement before the ' Light Balls' were 
properly visible. ' 
It seemed that this phenomena moved around 
THE FRIENDSHIP

, 
from the floor level to 

the rafters. 
The theory has been proposed, and would 
likely be endorsed by Fortean researchers such 
as Paul Deveraux and John Keel, that this 
' Light Ball' phenomena has its origins in some 
form of electromagnetic energy. 
That may well be the case, but further 
investigation needs to be carried out before 
any frrm conclusions can be drawn. 
' And we that's just what we plan to do in the 
near future, ' our speaker announced. We will 
keep you posted as to developments. '  

6 
That part of the meeting over, Steve stood up 
to declare it was high time for a coffee break, 
and everyone duly shuffled into the corridor to 
insert their coins in the vending machine. 
I managed to catch up with Steve, intending 
initially, to apologise for any offence that (fast 
approaching legendary status)'amputee' article 
may have caused him. 
He merely shrugged his shoulders, and to my 
great relief, told me that he had thoroughly 
enjoyed the magazine, and thought that it was 
almost on a par with THE FORTEAN TIMES, , 
back in its pre-' hit-the-big-time days of the 
1 970's and 80's. (High praise indeed!) .  
We then talked of many things: The Group' s  
fruitless search for Alien B i g  Cats i n  the pitch­
black depths of some stretch of woodland, 
which resulted in nothing more than several 
injuries as members collided with each other in 
the near impenetrable darkness. 
Of visits to military installations where, 
according to Ufologists, top secret experiments 
were taking place involving clandestine 
meetings with EBE ' s, back-engineering from 
recovered alien spacecraft and sinister deals 
aimed at protecting the Earth from imminent 
invasion by the Reptoids. 'There's hidden 
floors within that installation, ' one Ufologist 

informed Steve in all seriousness. When the 
Group went round to the facility to see for 
themselves, fully expecting to be refused 
admission, they were shown around without 
any problems whatsoever. (And yes, I 've seen 
QUA TERMASS I/, and its ' refinery' which 
really secretly serves up synthetic food; 
ammonia no less, to a race of blob-like aliens 
hidden in giant domes, but hey, if you're a 
conspiracy theorist, no amount of apparent 
candour displayed by the authorities is gonna 
quell their fears by something as innocuous as 
a guided tour) 
Steve also told us of trips to reputedly haunted 
pubs, only to fmd, that when they arrived 
there, the landlord refused then admission and, 
treating them like Jehovah' s  Witnesses, sent 
them packing with a flea in their ear. 
Saddest of all however, was the case of an old 

woman who contacted the Group as she 
believed her house was haunted by a 
poltergeist that kept hiding her money. When 
the team arrived and began their investigation 
they soon discovered the true origin of this 
cash-vanishing spirit: ' It was what we refer to 
as a "Scum Bag Ghost," Steve announced, a 
grimace of distaste clouding his features. ' In 
other words, an all-too human culprit who 
delights in breaking into pensioners homes and 
stealing their belongings. 
He heaved a world-weary sigh and shook his 
head ' The terrible thing was, she was 
convinced that a ghost must be responsible 
because she simply couldn't  accept that 
anyone would break into her home. She'd been 
brought up in an earlier, more innocent age, 
the sort Billy Butler and Wally Scott are 
always waffling on about on 'RADIO CITY. 
'You know it often seems easier to believe in 

Angels, Ghosts and Ufonauts, than the 
reminiscences of our grandparents, but they 
swear there really was a time when you could 
leave your front door unlocked at night, and 
trust your neighbours implicitly. ' 
There were about a trillion and one other 
things that we wanted to discuss, but it was 
another unfortunate case of so many questions, 
so swift time's flight. . .  
The adjournment was over. It was time to head 
on back to the assembly room. 
To be honest, the second part of the meeting 
was something of an anti-climax. Several 
people seemed to have cried of (so perhaps 
Steve' s  attempt at culling the audience had 
been successful, after all), and most of the final 
hour was taken up with viewing the group' s  
website o n  the computers. There was just time 
however, to pick up a couple of press releases 
concerning further investigations at locations 
throughout Merseyside, including an 



Intriguing, not say frightening account relating 
to the Group's investigation of an unnamed 
school in downtown Birkenhead. Amongst the 

phenomena reportedly observed, were, once 
again, the distant laughter of ghostly children. 
Is it just me, or do you see a pattern emerging 
here? 
Fascinating stuff, but if it's  all the same to you, 
I think I'll make like Tarquin, Alan and the 
boys here, though, and hold over the full 
details of this article until the next issue. 
And so, clutching our ParaScience application 
forms, (the prospect of joining the Group on 
their all-night vigils, mind-numbingly boring 
or not, were nonetheless calling to me like the 
seductive song of the siren), we stepped out 

into the October chill, with another quote from 
Julian Karswell running round my head; 
'Where does imagination end and reality 
begin? What is this twilight that you (the 
sceptics) profess to know so much about? ' 
Hopefully, the search for answers was about to 
begin . . .. 

Lee Walker October 24th
' 2000 

New Ferry, Merseyside 

Shawls Of 
I ndolent Gossomer 

"Clearing Negative 
Energies" From The 
Heart of Lancashire 

A psychic investigator by the name of Gary Darkin, 
was making the news as the tabloid build-up to 
Hallowe'en began in earnest. 
The article I came across referred to Gary as (oh, 
what a surprise,) "Ghostbuster," and in fairness to 
him, he probably cringed when he was labelled as 
such. 
He was quoted as saying that he surmises more than 
50 per cent of people who move into new homes 
have experienced weird phenomena, ranging from 
bouts of sudden, unexplained illness, to 
unaccountable cold spots in various parts of the 
house along with electrical anomalies. 
He told reporters; 'Sometimes, it 's just dampness or 

faulty wiring, but on other occasions, there is more 
going on than meets the eye, perhaps in as many as 
a third of the cases. 
'People just don 't know what 's going on when they 

get headaches or feel depressed for no apparent 
reason, sense that they 're being watched or feel 
strange just being in a room. It could be a spirit or 
Poltergeist but very often it 's energies that are left 
in the home. 
'For example, a house in Leigh, Lancashire, that I 
have just 'cleared, ' once belonged to an old woman. 
The builder wanted good vibes before he decorated 
and allowed potential buyers to view it. So he called 
me. 

'When I walked in, it was like cobwebs all over my 
face. I felt terrible. There was a lot of negativity 
which I had to clear up. 'Around Leigh, Wigan and 
other mill towns there 's been a lot of suffering, 
people stroggling through life, and the home reflect 
that. 'I psychically sealed the windows and 
projected positive energy into the house. 
'I don 't use prayer, but I do have other guides, such 
as the Native American Indian Red Cloud, who will 
channel energy through me to purify a room or ; 
escort wandering spirits to the next world. 
'It 's a comparatively short process, and I don 't see 

. 

anything particularly strange in what I do. I 'd liken 
it to the now mainstream feng shui. 
'It 's about projecting energies. For example, on 
Christmas Day, I wake up and feel special because, 
even though I 'm not religious, there 's a good 
atmosphere, everyone projects love on that day. A 
house is similar. 
'When people go back to the houses I 've cleared 
they say the atmosphere is completely different. And 
builders say houses sell 50 per cent faster than I 've 
been in. 
'It works on the principle that when a couple view a 
house it 's usually the woman who has the final say 
and she 's more likely to go for a house with a 
pleasant atmosphere. 
'I 've been cleaning for four years, and I have 
"seen " everything from phantom Roman soldiers to 

ghostly cats. The sceptics may pour scorn on my 
work, but those who come into contact with me 
swear that my methods work. ' 
One such satisfied customer is "Jake" (pseudonym), 
who told reporters of his experience: 'When I 
walked into my house it was like walking into a 

fridge . 
'There were items going missing and the TV wasn 't 
working but worst of all I experienced scratch 
marks on my body. Gary told me that there was a 
spirit of a cat in there. I don 't like cats and 
apparently, it had sensed that. I was 
understandably dubious at first but Gary did what 
he did and I 've had no problems since. ' 
These so-called 'negative vibes' or 'energies,' don't 
always materialise into recognisable entities. Many 
properties also run through ley lines, or invisible 
energy forces, which can often, it is said, produce 
pretty much the same symptoms. 
'Sometimes, it 's just a question of shifting beds 

around to avoid sleepless nights or "bending" the 
lines away from the properties. One supermarket 
successfully moved its tills forward by three feet 
after I discovered a fey line ronning along the 
malfunctioning check-outs. 
'I can usually tell if people are really experiencing 
happenings or just letting their imaginations ron 
away with them. But my job is to make sure that 
reported paranormal phenomena is sorted out 
before new residents move into the property. 
'If you 're thinking of moving house or there 's a 
room in your home that you 've never felt 
comfortable in, perhaps there 's a lost spirit or 
negative energy caught between this world and the 
next. And if there is, I 'm sure you 'll be glad of a 
heiging hand to guide it on its way. 
15 H Ocotber, 2000 'THE SUNDA Y POST 
MAGAZINE ' 



f=eat And Loath ing 
In  �outh Wa if!� 

A troublesome Poltergeist has apparently been 
plaguing a family in Pentre, South Wales, ever since 
they had the temerity to redecorate their new home. 
The Cowell family hadn't long been living in the 
council house when, according to the mother, 
Tracey Cowell;  'One night we were in the kitchen 
when some wooden utensils flew out of a jug and 
landed in a line on the worktop. We were terrified 
and ran from the house screaming. ' 
A few days later, light bulbs started exploding for 
no discernible reason, their lights began switching 
themselves on and off, and the entire house was 
filled with mysterious bumps and bangs of an 
unknown origin. 
Eventually, things got so bad that both Tracey, 33, 
and her husband Andrew, 34, decided that the 
entity, whatever it might be, was a ghostly "woman 
hater. ' 
And how did they arrive at this conclusion? 
Well, according to Tracey; 'One night when Andrew 
went downstairs for some water, I felt something 
pinning me to the bed. I could hardly breathe and 
thought I was going to did. (Classic ' Bedroom 
Invader' Incubus, Night-Hag-type-phenomena. We 
wonder if it said anything . . .  'You knew I would 
come! ! ! '  for example - Ed). 
'Another time, I was about to get in the bath when 
two hands gripped me by the shoulders and shoved 
me in. 
'When I finally managed to get out, I looked around 
but there was no one there .. .  And the door was 
locked. Then my daughter Laurie was dragged out 
of bed by her feet. It got so bad I 'd only go upstairs 
when there was someone else in the house. ' 
The family's children John, 1 3, Laurie 1 1 , Gemma, 
9, Rebecca, 8, and Nathan, 6, slept in the same room 
until their own rooms had been redecorated. They 
simply refused to sleep near the door, saying that 
they were too scared to put their heads down with 
something standing, waiting on the other side . . .  
Nathan, the youngest of the children, managed to 
strike up an affinity with the spirit, and Tracey, once 
more takes up the story; 'John came in from the hall 
screaming that there was something wrong. Little 
Nathan was walking backwards down the stairs, his 
eyes fvced on the landing, and he seemed to be 
talking to someone. 
'Nathan told me thf!tghost was called Queenie, who 
wore a long, grey dress covered by a pinafore. 
'When we appealed for information in our local 

paper, people stopped us in the street and even 
called our home, warning us to leave. 
'Many former owners of this house have been 
terrified by ghosts. One woman begged us to move 
out for the sake of the children. ' 
Perhaps we shouldn't be too surprised however, by 
the fact that Tracey wasn't about to give up her new 
home without a fight. They had only just moved in, 
after all .  
Instead, she turned to the self-styled ' Exorcist To 
The Stars,' Oavid Lambert (and to be fair, he has, 

numbered amongst his clients, David Bowie, Tina 
Turner and Mick Jagger, to name but three), to 
enlist his aid in ridding the house of the problematic 
sprite. 
Tracey, fearing for her family's well-being, actually 
beseeched him for help, and Mr Lambert, who hails 
from Cardiff, came on the run. 
David later told reporters; 'There are more 
hauntings that you would imagine because a lot of 
people just do not see ghosts. Children are more.' 
receptive to spirits because they don 't think that . 
there is anything to be scared of 
'Most spirits just watch the new people in their 
home, but sometimes they want to be noticed. When 
they are not, they get frustrated and make noises, 
banging on walls and things. 
'Something else that can trigger Poltergeist activity 
is if a family starts decorating. The ghost may 
disagree with a wallpaper pattern, or get angry with 
things being changed around. ' 
David could apparently discern, the very moment 
that he met Nathan, that he was possessed of a 
psychic gift. 
'He has an aura. When he 's older, he may develop 
his skills for use as a medium. 
'I was also able to determine that there were 
actually a total of three spirits in Tracey 's home; 
a benevolent old lady, who is quietly watching 

everything. A girl of about eight, who looks like a 
servant, wearing a grey dress with long skirts and 
an apron. She met a very sad and tragic end in the 
house. And a young boy, just as mischievous as the 
girl, who also met with a sudden death. ' 
David 's exorcism was stark and simple in its 
execution; He speaks to the ghosts and persuades 
them to return to the 'spirit world. ' 
Tracey was hugely impressed by David's psychic 
impressions. They seemed to match perfectly, the 
descriptions passed on to her by the locals and by 
her own son. 
'/ was a bit nervous about him coming here. I had 
visions of someone really strange doing all sorts of 
weird things. But he has put our minds at ease. ' 
In the several months that have since slipped by, the 
house has remained calm and apparently, ghost-free. 
Tracey, needless to say, felt more than a little 
vindicated in her decision to stay and fight; 'We 
were on the verge of moving out, but our home is 
just how we imagined it now. I never believed in 
ghosts before and it amazed me to hear about 
Nathan 's gift but I will be happy if I never come 
across a ghost again. ' 
J8'h September, 2000 Pentre, South Wales 
'SUNDA Y PEOPLE MAGAZINE ' 

ThB gcBptic� gftikB Again 
Jeezly ol' crows, and still they come . . .  
To the list of sceptics banging out their theories as 
to the true origin of various types of anomalous 
phenomena, (and very much in the mould of the 
l ikes of Wiseman, Persinger, Blackmore et al), you 
can now add the name of Dr Dominic Ffytche (if 
you can pronounce it, that is) to the pantheon of 
hard-headed realists. 
The not-so-good Doctor has gone on record as 
stating that accounts of ghosts and associated 



the random activity of an idle brain. 
The theory, such as it is, was arrived at after a study of the hallucinations often experienced by those afflicted with 
blindness. 
Or Dominic Ffythche, of the London Institute of Psychiatry, claims that individuals who go blind through 
experiencing eye disease, or have their whole eyes removed, often report frightening visions, such as grotesque 
faces with prominent eyes and teeth, and figures in old-fashioned costumes, such as Edwardian clothes, 
Napoleonic uniforms and knights in shining armour. 
Scans carried out while the patients were hallucinating showed activity 
In specialised regions of the brain ' s  visual cortex. 
Or Ffytche proposes that sightings of ghosts and the experience of 'The Terror That Comes By Night, ' could well 
have the same biological cause. The 'Old Hag' or 'Crone' that often appears when a person is still only partly 
awake at the edge of a nightmare, was perhaps, one example. 
'You think a monster with a distorted face is right in front of you, ' Dr Ffytche told the British Association Festival 
of Science in London, last September. The hallucinations were thought to be what he termed; 'release 
phenomena. ' 
'When there 's no information coming in, and the brain is idle, you get cells firing away to produce these images. 
'I 'm sure ghosts, witches and faeries all relate in some respect to these disembodied hallucinations. 
'Near Death Experiences may also be related to activity in these specialised brain areas. ' 
Or Ffythce also maintains that strokes could possibly trigger similar visions, as could having the eyes covered by 
patches for long periods. 
qh September, 2000 General 'DAILY MAIL. ' 

'THERE IS A LIGHT AND IT NEVER 
GOES OUT. . ) 

The previous snippet and its attendant theories are all well and good, as hypotheses go, but there are many who 
would seriously question their validity in explaining away every aspect of encounters with btherwordly beings' ,  
ie;  occasions when the ghost or whatever is seen by more than one witness, or when apparitions are accompanied 
by unaccountable sounds, l ike footsteps echoing along an empty corridor, or the plaintive cries of invisible 
children from the playing fields, after dark. 
You can also add to this the fi ndings of two doctors who claim that they have uncovered evidence that Near Death 
Experiences may be caused by the consciousness or the ' soul , '  proving that the mind continues to work after the 
brain has died. 

Perhaps not surprisingly, this  announcement has been seized upon by clerics and acolytes of various faiths as being 
vindication of their beliefs, foremost among them, that there is indeed l ife after death. 
The controversial findings (though, in this writer's humble opinion, they are no more speculative than Dr ffytche's 
theorising), followed a year-long study of 63 heart attack survivors at Southampton General Hospital by Or Peter 
Fenwick and Dr Sam Parnia. 



The patients were interviewed within a week of 
suffering their attack and asked if they remembered 
anything of their period of unconsciousness. 
Although 56 had no memory whatsoever of their 
time when they were, quite literally, dead to the 
world, a sti ll  highly impressive seven did manage to 
recall a variety of experiences. Four of these, 
including, interestingly enough, three non-practising 
Anglicans and a lapsed Catholic, were formally 
assessed by the research team as having had Near­
Death-Experiences. They recounted feelings 
including peace and joy, that time itself had 
somehow speeded up, of having heightened senses 
and of losing awareness of the body. 
They also reported images including a bright l ight, 
encountering another dimension, meeting a mystical 
being and coming to a 'point of no retu rn . '  
The study is due t o  b e  published in t h e  medical 
journal 'RESUSCITATION, ' sometime in 200 1 .  
Or Parnia, a clinical fel low and registrar at the 
hospital, was quoted as saying: 'These people were 
having these experiences when we wou/dn 't 
anticipate them happening, for example when the 
brain shou/dn 't be able to sustain lucid processes or 
allow them to form memories that would last. 
'So it might hold an answer to the question of 
whether mind or consciousness is actually produced 
by the brain or whether the brain is a kind of 
intermediary for the mind which exists 
independently. ' 
Dr Fenwick, a consultant neuropsychiatrist at the 
Institute of Psychiatry in London, said; 'If the brain 
and the mind can be independent, then that raises 
questions about the continuation of consciousness 
after death. It also raises the question about a 
spiritual component to humans and about a 
meaningful universe with a purpose rather than a 
random universe. ' 
Dr Parnia went on to say that when he began the 
research he had been, quite frankly, highly sceptical 
about the reality of the phenomenon, but has 
become increasingly convinced that there IS 
'something' going on. 
'Essentially, it comes back to the question of 
whether the mind or consciousness is produced 
from the brain. If we can prove that the mind is 
produced by the brain, I don 't think that there is 
anything after we die because essentially we are 
human beings. 
'If on the contrary, the brain is itself an 
intermediary which manifests the mind, like a 
television will act as an intermediary to manifest 
waves in the air into a picture or sound, we can 
show the mind is still there even after the brain is 
dead. 
'And that is what I think these Near-Death 
Experiences indicate. The theories that Near-Death 
Experiences are the result of a collapse of brain 
functions caused by lack of oxygen are unlikely 
because none of the four had low levels of oxygen. 
We 've also discounted the effect of drugs because 
the resuscitation procedure in the hospital unit was 
the same in every case. ' 
The Reverend Jonathan Jennings, speaking on 
behalf of the Church of England, was quoted as 
saying; 'This should come as no surprise. Simply 

because we can fu the point of death in bodily terms 
does not mean that is the end. 
'There is a quote from MACBETH: "When the 
brains are out the man is dead, " but that 's never 
been the Christian view. I hope this study provides 
food for thought. ' 
The article also featured a couple of case studies, 
the detai ls of which are included here for your 
delecatation . . .  
First up, we have the experience of Marian Leak, 

who was aged j ust 22 when she underwent an NDE. 
She'd been forced into an emergency operation 
following the death of her new-born baby, and as a 
result was critically i l l  at St Giles Hospital in 
Camberwell ,  South London. She had to have a 
caesareart and it was during this operation that she 
described everything turning incredibly quiet. 
'I was in terrible pain and then suddenly I wasn 't in 
the bed anymore, ' the now 63-year-old grandmother 
told the team. 
'/ drifted sideways, then up and all sound 
disappeared completely. I had no pain and I felt 
absolutely fine. 
'/ was aware I was dying or had already died. I 
looked up and all the light turned to silver around 
me. 
'Suddenly, in the silence, I heard a baby 's cry. I 
thought; "It 's my baby! " and it would have been 
very easy to keep going. I was warm. It was a 
beautiful feeling. 
'I then thought of how upset my parents and my 
husband would be and I decided to go back. 
'I had to make sheer physical effort to get back and 
I returned to my body with a thump. Immediately the 
pain returned. 
Mrs Leak, who hails from Collier Street near 
Tonbridge, Kent, states that she is convinced that 
her out-of-the-body experience back in 1 959, was 
not brought on by mundane physical factors. 
'I wasn 't on drugs or anything. I am sure I was 
somewhere in between life and death. ' 

·· * * *  The second case concerns another woman, 
Evelyn Hazell ,  who suffered a bout of meningitis at 
some unspecified point in her l ife. 
The art historian from Wimbledon, South London, 
divulged that when she was at the peak of her i l lness 
she experienced a 'very real struggle for my life. 
'I was at the critical stage of my illness, in fact, the 
next day, I got better, but at this point, I was getting 
worse. 
'Through the illness I became aware of being 
involved in this terrible struggle for my life. 
'It was like being pulled down to infinite depths by 
something, a three-legged figure like the symbol for 
the Isle Of Man. (interestingly enough, there are 
various Demons depicted by the likes of Colin de 
Plancy, that resemble three-legged beings . . .  ) 

'What I was aware of was fighting to live. I knew if I 
let whatever it was pull me down, I'd die. It wasn 't 
a dream because you don 't remember dreams this 
vividly, and this was very vivid. 
'/ always thought Near-Death Experiences were 
supposed to be pleasant but this was horrible and 
seemed to go on all night. 
'/ can 't say whether what happened to me was some 
sort of spiritual encounter but it didn 't feel like a 



The patients were interviewed within a week of 
suffering their attack and asked if they remembered 
anything of their period of unconsciousness. 
Although 56 had no memory whatsoever of their 
time when they were, quite literally, dead to the 
world, a still highly impressive seven did manage to 
recall a variety of experiences. Four of these, 
including, interestingly enough, three non-practising 
Anglicans and a lapsed Catholic, were formally 
assessed by the research team as having had Near­
Death-Experiences. They recounted feelings 
including peace and joy, that time itself had 
somehow speeded up, of having heightened senses 
and of losing awareness of the body. 
They also reported images including a bright l ight, 
encountering another dimension, meeting a mystical 
being and coming to a 'point of no return.'  
The study is due to be published in the medical 
journal 'RESUSCITATION, ' sometime in 200 1 .  
Dr Parnia, a clinical fellow and registrar at the 
hospital, was quoted as saying: 'These people were 
having these experiences when we wouldn 't 
anticipate them happening, for example when the 
brain shouldn 't be able to sustain lucid processes or 
allow them to form memories that would last. 
'So it might hold an answer to the question of 
whether mind or consciousness is actually produced 
by the brain or whether the brain is a kind of 
intermediary for the mind which exists 
independently. ' 
Dr Fenwick, a consultant neuropsychiatrist at the 
Institute of Psychiatry in London, said; 'If the brain 
and the mind can be independent, then that raises 
questions about the continuation of consciousness 
after death. It also raises the question about a 
spiritual component to humans and about a 
meaningful universe with a purpose rather than a 
random universe. ' 
Dr Pamia went on to say that when he began the 
research he had been, quite frankly, highly sceptical 
about the reality of the phenomenon, but has 
become increasingly convinced that there is 
'something' going on. 
'Essentially, it comes back to the question of 
whether the mind or consciousness is produced 
from the brain. If we can prove that the mind is 
produced by the brain, I don 't think that there is 
anything after we die because essentially we are 
human beings. 
'If on the contrary, the brain is itself an 
intermediary which manifests the mind, like a 
television will act as an intermediary to manifest 
waves in the air into a picture or sound, we can 
show the mind is still there even after the brain is 
dead. 
'And that is what I think these Near-Death 
Experiences indicate. The theories that Near-Death 
Experiences are the result of a collapse of brain 
functions caused by lack of oxygen are unlikely 
because none of the four had low levels of oxygen. 
We 've also discounted the effect of drugs because 
the resuscitation procedure in the hospital unit was 
the same in every case. ' 
The Reverend Jonathan Jennings, speaking on 
behalf of the Church of England, was quoted as 
saying; 'This should come as no surprise. Simply 

because we can fzx the point of death in bodily terms 
does not mean that is the end. 
'There is a quote from MACBETH: " When the 
brains are out the man is dead, " but that 's never 
been the Christian view. I hope this study provides 
food for thought. ' 
The article also featured a couple of case studies, 
the details of which are included here for your 
delecatation . . .  
First up, we have the experience of Marian Leak, 

who was aged just 22 when she underwent an NDE. 
She'd been forced into an emergency operation 
following the death of her new-born baby, and as a 
result was critically ill at St Giles Hospital in 
Camberwell, South London. She had to have a 
caesarean and it was during this operation that she 
described everything turning incredibly quiet. 
'I was in terrible pain and then suddenly I wasn 't in 
the bed anymore, ' the now 63-year-old grandmother 
told the team. 
'I drifted sideways, then up and all sound 
disappeared completely. I had no pain and I felt 
absolutely fine. 
'I was aware I was dying or had already died. I 
looked up and all the light turned to silver around 
me. 
'Suddenly, in the silence, I heard a baby 's cry. I 
thought; "It 's my baby! " and it would have been 
very easy to keep going. I was warm. It was a 
beautiful feeling. 
'I then thought of how upset my parents and my 
husband would be and I decided to go back. 
'I had to make sheer physical effort to get back and 
I returned to my body with a thump. Immediately the 
pain returned. 
Mrs Leak, who hails from Collier Street near 
Tonbridge, Kent, states that she is convinced that 
her out-of-the-body experience back in 1 959, was 
not brought on by mundane physical factors. 
'I wasn 't on drugs or anything. I am sure I was 
somewhere in between life and death. ' 
* * * The second case concerns another woman, 
Evelyn Hazell, who suffered a bout of meningitis at 
some unspecified point in her life. 
The art historian from Wimbledon, South London, 
divulged that when she was at the peak of her illness 
she experienced a 'very real struggle for my life. 
'I was at the critical stage of my illness, in fact, the 
next day, I got better, but at this point, I was getting 
worse. 
'Through the illness I became aware of being 
involved in this terrible struggle for my life. 
'It was like being pulled down to infinite depths by 
something, a three-legged figure like the symbol for 
the Isle Of Man. (interestingly enough, there are 
various Demons depicted by the likes of Colin de 
Plancy, that resemble three-legged beings . . .  ) 
'What I was aware of was fighting to live. I knew if I 
let whatever it was pull me down, I' d  die. It wasn 't 
a dream because you don 't remember dreams this 
vividly, and this was very vivid. 
'I always thought Near-Death Experiences were 
supposed to be pleasant but this was horrible and 
seemed to go on all night. 
'I can 't say whether what happened to me was some 
sort of spiritual encounter but it didn 't feel like a 



physical experience. I made a full recovery but I 
have never forgotten what happened that night. 
'/ do not believe it was a dream or an hallucination. 

In every way I was lucid - I  was just terribly ill. 
'If nothing else, it did prove to me that in certain 
situations refusing to fight an illness will lead to 
death. ' 
23rd October, 2000 General 'DAIL Y MAIL. ' 

SMELLS LIKE 
TEEN SPIRIT 

One of the most preposterous reports we've come 
across in recent times, hummed down the wires 
from Essex, England, and concerned a 24-year old 
woman named Gemma Franks, who claims she has 
been contacted by the spirit of none other than Kurt 
Cobain, the former lead singer with one of this 
writer's aU-time favourite band's, NIR VANA. 
Gemma purports to have established a line of 
communication courtesy of the late Mr Cobain 
appearing on the Compaq notebook programme on 
her computer. 
Kurt manifested on her screen and demanded she 
'give us a kiss, love!. ' 
The ghostly visage also pleaded with her for help. 
Gemma was quoted as saying; 'There was a 
distorted strange noise. Kurt was in pain 
screaming: "Help me, Help me. " Then he stopped 
and he just said; "Kiss me, " so I put my lips to the 
screen and kissed him. Kurt said 'Mmm, you 're a 
good kisser. " Then the screen went blank. ' 
Kurt, sadly, committed suicide back in 1 994 (why is 
it that so many of my rock idols die so tragicaJJy 
young? Ian Curtis, Malcolm Owen, Sid Vicious, 
Michael Hutchence, to name but a few? I sometimes 
think there's never been a greater truism than the 
weJJ-wom saying that only the good die young -
Ed) and Gemma told UK newswire ANNANOVA 
that she'd been looking at a website that publishes 
obituaries to rock stars who have passed away. 
At first, she strongly suspected a virus was at work, 
and so Gemma had her hard drive checked, but 
there was no sign of any infection. And anyway, she 
claimed Kurt only materialised when the machine, a 
'PRESARIO, ' was shut off. 
FinaUy, at her wits end, she decided to have the 
computer exorcised, despite the fact that she 
professed; 'I'm not a spiritual person, but I simply 
had to do something. ' 
The ceremony appears to have been successful 
because certainly, Kurt has not graced the machine 
with his presence since. 
This development has been somewhat tempered by 
the news that Gemma's software has also failed to 
start up since the Exorcism, although this may be 
something to do with liberal quantities of Holy 
Water that had been thrown at it during the 
ceremony. 
'Where do bad folks go when they die? ' Kurt 
Cobain sang in that unique, throaty style of his, 
during the MTV UNPLUGGED ' version of 'LAKE 
OF FIRE, ' back in the early 1 990's. 
If Gemma Franks' 'ghostly' experience has even 

the sl ightest basis in what passes for reality, it may 

be that we now know. They wind up haunting the 
computer screens of young Essex girls . . . .  
2F1 August, 2000 Essex, England 'THE 

REGISTER ' 

Singer' s Most 
Haunting Numbers 

And if you find that somewhat unbelievable, 
consider if you will the foUowing snippet 
concerning one member of the highly (ahem) 
'talented' boy band; 'BOYZONE. ' 
Stephen Gately, as well as publicly stating his 
sexual preferences, has elected to make it common 
knowledge that he has the ability to see ghostly 
apparitions. 
Stephen believes he is possessed of a psychic ability 
and is able to perceive the 'eerie outlines' of 
incorporeal spirits. 
Not only that, but his mother's home is apparently 
haunted by a less-than-friendly Poltergeist, fiJJing 
the singer with a dark sense of dread. 
'The scariest time was as we were sitting on my 
mother 's bed. My brother asked me to go fetch a 
lighter and as I went to do so, it simply flew across 
the bedroom. ' 
Stephen's family became so exasperated by this and 
countless other examples of Poltergeist-type 
phenomena, that they felt they were left with little 
option but to call in a priest to Exorcise the 
premises. 
Mr Gately, 24, who resides in a } (ih  century miJJ, 
told reporters: 'I think that has a ghost, too. 
'I stayed at one old hotel and there was a ghost of a 

girl who tore the sheets off guests in the dead of 
night. ' 
This is another very interesting reoccurrence . . .  The 
annals of paranormal research are filled with similar 
examples of Invisible Bedroom Invaders who are 
intent upon preying on people while they lie 
blissfuJJy asleep, sending them speechless with fear 
and shivering with the sudden cold as the blankets 
are wrenched from the bed. 
The author knows of someone who has had just 
such an experience whilst staying in an old I (ih 
century tower in the idyUic village ofBrimstage. 
We wiU be featuring his story in the next issue . . .  
J 1h September, 2000 Ireland 'SUNDA Y MANC ' 

The Figure In Black 
And finally, for this issue at least, in West Virginia, 
USA, the courtroom of Circuit Judge John 
Hutchinson, is supposedly haunted by the ghostly 
figure of a man in black. 
UnusuaJJy enough, this particular phantom has only 
ever been seen on the Circuit's  TV monitors, and 
when the courtroom is dark. 
Sheriff Lt BiJJ Garaffa first sighted the ghost and 
though he was a tad skimpy in the descriptive 
department, he stated to reporters that he believed 
the figure to be the spirit of someone who had 
undergone a bad experience whilst in the court 
room. 
23rd October, 2000 West Virginia, USA REUTERS 



Lights Above The 
Edge Of Town 

UFO' s Over Merseyside 

Just a few days before gobag to press, the residents of my 
home county found themselves ID the midst of one of the 
bluest UFO 'flaps' sblce tbe laalcyon SUIIUilel' of 1976. 
No one can say with aay degree of certalaty precisely 
wbea tbe spate or slghtblgs or aaomalous lights travenlng 
tbe Liverpool skyline became a fully-Oedged 'flap,' but my 
attention wu tint grabbed by a brief snippet or footage 
featared on a January edition of 'BBC NORTH WEST 
NEWS. ' Unfortunately, I was ID tbe pub at the Ume, tbe 
sound was tamed down, and I'm parUcularly adept at 
Hp-reading, the newscaster, the words of Gordon Burns, 
for it was be, were lost upon me. 
AD that I could discern, from tbe wrltin& on the screen was 
that tbe lmqes captured on home video were sllot In tbe 
darkened nlgbt sky over CblldwaU, LiverpooL The 
pblk�oloured Hghts, (tlaere appeared to be at least two or 
tlaem) were hovering ldgh above a Hne of tree., ud leemed 
to be flashing tntermltteatly. 
I'm afraid I can't give you any more detail thaa that, for 
the reasons outlined above. 
A couple or weeks later, however, 'THE UYERPOOL 
ECIIO' carried a double page spread featuring a round-up 
of recent UFO slgbtlngl ID the Merseyside locale. 
A8 wen as referring to 'brilliant white arrowheads' being 
seen over Wavertree, 'bronze Uglats with blurred edges' 
scudding through the night towards Chlldwall' and 
'glowing red discs' moving on formation over the rooftops 
or Huyton, tbe arUcle claims that tbe •nap• seems to have 
bit Its zenith during tbe week or 12th-16th February •••• 
One of the most detailed accounts came from an amateur 
astronomer, Dave Lancaster, who balls from Huytoa. 
'I wa outside my laotae w1t11 my blluJt:uJJirs )113t lljler liJpllt, 
wllelt I IIOtlced 1111 IIIUUIUil reil llgllt llpJiellrillg over tile 
ltorlt.oa 
'1 /oolc«< Old bt tile 11bw:t1ott of JllpiUr, "'"'-* tile ...at 
wllelt I .raw tile Ugltt IIIUI tllougltt Ill ftnt lt wa 11 polke 
llellcopter. But tile llgllt WIU too red IIIUl then I SIJW 111UJt11er 
IIIUl IIIUJtller, till more or less Ill 11 stratgllt lbte from tile 

ltot1r,on IIJIK'II'Ils. 
'TIIey were bt 11 kbul oftrllutgu/llr slulpe 111111 sUIIU!d to slily 
.rtl1l for tlbout 10 secoiUis lw/'ore lltt1VIng ell8twllrtb IICIV1.fS 
tJae slcy, wltll two o.ftlultt SUiftbag to be lllulul o.ftlte otlan 
111111 tile llgllb seemlag to keep bt tllb strict f0171111111o1t llll tile 

MIJ'· 
'BeCIIIUe I collldn 'I get etUIIlgll detiiU with my blllocllllln, I 
WDit buloors to get my blrtlwtllcltblg telDcope, wlllclt IIIIS 
about 20 times tlte 1tlllglllJ'lctl, but llll I colll4 su WIJ.f 

t1u11 Ot.y were soll4 reil discs, tltougll DIN uemat to 1u1w 11 
lalllo. I klttnf1 qlllte 11 bit tlbollt lllltlvJ110nty 11114 I IIIIVe sua 
piDity of mdeorliD 111111 Jlreblllb In Ill)' time, but I 1u1ve 
never etiCtllllllel'e liiiJf/llllg like tills. 
'I kept 011 lookblg f• tlbout tltree or four lllbulte.r a tlley 
� seemetl to fiiM,}Iut lellvblg tlte kbul of glow you 
get If you tJuw oJT 11 retiiHilb or 11 gtJS lnmler. ' 
At more or less tbe same Ume, the magalllceatly named 
CoriDa Rlgalo, wlao lvft In W avertree, dedded to Jet ber 
two pet cblhuabuas oat IDto tbe front garden during the 
TV adverts, so tbey could er, relieve themselves. 
She told reporters what happened next. 
'I� I SIIW tltese relllly str1111ge white Ugllts In the 
sky. Tlley were very /Jrlgllt, but not too diiUJblg to look 111. 
'There were four llgltts llllll ar jlnt I woNierelllftlley were 

from 11 Jaellcopter, but you quite ojlelt get polke llellcopten 
roiUid laere IIIUl tile llgltts were IIOtiJbag IJke I lltul sem 

1Nifore. 
'TIIeN wa IIIMo�MU�:Y 110 IUibe eltlln 11114 tile llblttnpllne 
MU quite eerie. IIHuulled tile dogs bulde IJIIt nm thougll I 
wa quite JHglltenetlllllll ]Hirl of me lf1llllted ttJ p IIIUl knock 
on 11 lldgllbour's door, tllere wa smnellllltg very 
mamerlsbtg IIINIIlt tile llgllb IIIUII 111111 to go oa IDokbtg. 
'TIIey were IIIOtfbtg 'llllte fat IICI'OSS tile s/cy IIIUl eventulllly 
s«<ltt!4 to sdtle tWer Kmsbtgtott, wltere tlu!y seem«� to 
lftiUIOuevn Old oftlldr orlgbull tiTI"'W--Iettdfonrtl6tltm Into 
11 strlllgllt tiiiJgoiUillllle. 
'TIIey stllyed ln  tlte s/cy for tlbout 10 lllbuiJe.r 111111 tllen }list 
seemed to flllle IIWIJ)'. • 
'I do look Ill tile lllPt dy ojlen but tllb whole experience 
wa so slrilllge tlult I dldll 't sleep tll llll. ' 
And ftnally, at tbe time we bad to wrap up thU islue., 
anyway, a third lighting on the same eveotng, concerns 
another female eyewitaess from Wavertree, wbo chose to 
remala anonymous. 
'I SIIW 11 series of /Jivln'e llgllts ft'om my gtl1'dell tii iJIJout 
ti:35pllt. I gllulcetl iiJI Ill tile slcy, loolcetl to tile lejl llllll stJW 

four deep brom;e coloured Ugllb wlllcll looka clrculllr but 

wltiJ bbt.nelledges. 
'TIIere were ftve of u wtltcltlng blcbulblg one of Ill)' 
dlulglttns wllo b 11 pollu ojJiur. We ojlnl see lae/Jcoptns 
1111tl we 11re lll&o IUUier tile Jllgllt JHIIIt ttJ tile 111rport, but tills 
Mill somdllbtg � dlJJ'erenL 
'They m.oved In tile tllrecllo11 of Cllll4willl ii1UI IIjler  IJIJout 
10 minutes tlley }list JllclceredlllllldbiiJ1pelll'ed. , 
'THE LIVERPOOL ECHO' decided to eaU on Anthony 
Eccles, eo-founder of MARA (Merteyslde Anomalies 
Research Association - with whom this publleatlon 
maintains some degree of contact), for his opinion as to 
what the mysterious Ugbts might be. 
'I do not believe tlull tills week's reports fllllllh liS IJetllg 
IIID:pllctlble. In tile pat str1111ge Ugllu Ill tile sky wlllcll 
1uzve bee1l lVI'OII6i:1 c11J1me4 liS lllJm experlence3 1uJve 
tlduiiJly beelt CIIIIUtlby tneleorltes. 
'Hinlillg looked lit tile s/cy tills week. tltougla, I 11111 sure tltlll 
tlae Ugllb peopk lulw 6ula subtg ltt�Ve IJeela CIIIISe4 by 11 
CtlfiiiJIIuJtJo oJ' j'lldotw, lltc6rtlbtg 111rc1wft, rogue sllootlllg 
.ftiJn IIIUltlleiittel'tultlolui�StiltloiL 
'There are llbo two very predolllbulllt st11r.r In tile sky Ill the 
mommt, Arcturus IIIUl Sb1ll.r. Alltl tltere ha bull 11 bollde­
or jlrebllll - wldcll luu bull visible Ill Merseyside, the 
MtllldJesler aret1 111111 Derbysldre. 
'It llbo luu to k Mill tlult people are ojlea 110t very good 
obserwn - they tltM 't lldJullly muly tile s/cy bt ddJJll wry 
ojfelt or .wul 011816 MU Ill lllgllt - 110 t1tey dolt 't 
II«GMMrily blow wiMt's lllll"'llll. ' 
Antbony goes on to state, with a fair degree or scepUclsm: 
'Tile llleiJ tltat solltetlllllg Cllll 1ltOVe from 011e pllutet to 
IIIIOtller 11111 playslctllsJHIUCI'IIJI b IIIIWVD'J' o/JJ-faldoned. 



'However, tlten coul4wdl be tbfte 111111 atergy brtpllctlllolu 
IIIUI'WIIIItla possll* la tlultwlllllwe term UFO tldMty lfttl)' 
well be to do wltll a complex tlbnetulolllll flldor wldclt la 
CIIJHible of 1llllllipll/lll Olll' WOI'III IIIUI tllkes IU 11110 tile 
1'ell1m.f of tpUIIIIIUII pllplc8. , 
Tile article tbeD goes OD to quote Dr Tlm 0' Brlen, from 
Jodrell Buk, who states tbat tbe observatory has had 
more tlwl Its fair sbare of calls tlwt Is usual duriJl2 the 
period of tbe 'Flap' and tbat astroDomy UNie UIUIOt 
aplaiD away the recent spate of llghttags. 
'We • oftea experleltce 1111 bacNae ,. strage dglltbagfl 
llfler a blg 118tlvmomlctll event 111111 we tlld llave tile Lluulr 
Eclipse biJIIIJIUD7. 
'TIIere WGS tlbo nieteor tu:llvlly llutweek, Wldcll lfteiUU t1u11 
tile Ell1'tll JHISSI!S tllrougll debris left by a comet. 
14n4 tllere lll'e severlll llrlgllt plluteb wlllcll luiVe bem 
visible tJd.r wed beallue tlftlle cJar slcy, bu:llulba6 JtqJIIer, 
V8111t1 11111l &llunl. 
'However, tile lcblll t1f experlelu:a wlllcll � lun¥ 
descrlbell to 11t1 bl tile latfew Uyfl collllliiOIIJe lltti'IIJrdiJbl 
to ariiYnlomy IIIDne. , 
ADd so, as the IDIII says at the CODclusloa or the 1951 
sdence ftctloD dauk 'THE TIHNG FROM ANOTHER 
WORLD' 'KEEP WATCIDNG THE SKIES!!!' 
16tlt Febrlully, :l(J(Jl V_.,. Memqtdtle loctltlotu 
'UJ'ERPOOL ECHO' 
••• ADd duriDg late December, 2000, resldellts oo a 
125-mDe stretch or Australia's east coast were left ID a 
state of aear-Orson WeDslan pllllc wbeD mysterloua brlgbt 
IJ&bts md a series of uaexplallled explosions Ut up the 
evenlllg sky, whilst a sequeoce of equally disturbing some 
booms shook their homes. 
PoDce were predktably llooded with pboae calls from the 
Batemu's Bay area, Dot far from Cmberra. The reports 
tpal'bd fears that cbunb or apaee debrla may llave falleo 
to Earth md, perhaps DOt surprisingly given the 
circumstallces, there were thole who believed a full-scale 
alien Invasion was auder way. 
MaJor Jamle Robertsoa, of the North AmerkaD Aerospace 
Defeace Comlllllld, claimed to have aD the answen though; 
'It wa.r pro�N��+ tJ meteor, ' was his brtiDaat, aD-JmowiDg 
dedudloa. 
So that's alrl&bt, tbea. 
llltll December, JOIJIJ Bldemlut 's Blly, AllfltnlliiJ 'DAILY 
.EXPRESS' 

COSMIC JOKES 
GALORE 

SWJ at a bank ID Naples, Italy, JIUIIUlled to acddelltany 
soak a zrand total of £31,000 of Ura DOtes wbllst usma a 
ftre eitblgutsber durtDg a ftre drtiL 
ID desperatloa, they attempted to dry them out ID a 
microwave, with the aB-too predictable result that they 
only succeeded ID redudDg the cuh to ashes. 
11tll September, 2tHJ1, NIIJIIes, Illlly 'NEWS OF THE 
WORLD' 

• • •  A garap owaer who decided to Install a dosed drcult 
TV camera with the IDtentloD of deterriJl& would-be thieves 
had the spy camera stole& ID Hortoa Heath, Hampshire. 
3rtl1Jecelnber, 2tNJ1 HortoiiHetlllt, HIIIIIJISidre 'SUNDAY 
M.A.NC' 
• •• A magistrate with an the Christmas spirit of EbeDezer 
Scrooge, decided to send a prlsoaer to JaD for aDowiDg bls 
fesUve tie to beep out the tulle �A CLA.US IS 
COMING TO TOWN. '  
Hector Gnham could DOt switch oft' bls tie, despite bls best 
elrorts at Luton Magistrates Court. 
23rtiDI!CDIIbD, :J(J(J(JLIIIDit 'UJ'ERPOOLll.ULY POST' 

*** A burglar who attempted to break Into the home of 
Rlcllard BraDDoa, made just about the biggest mistake 
since some luddess soul gabled IIJe&al mtry to Duacm 
Fef&USOD's bumble abode...Scott Howard, 19, chose to rob 
the home oftbe deputy cblef or police. 
Evea worse, Mr Howard tben bad tbe temerity to turn up 
ID a pair oftbe cop's favourite boots. 
14111 J���UU��Y, 2001 Coopervllle, KtUUIIS 'NEWS OF THE 
WORlD' 

*"* A btu driver ID New Delhi, ladla, was ldlled after the 
pusengen whom be bad asked to pub Ills stalled vehicle 
gave 1t a too-hefty shove, md be was �e�at plunging 
hundreds of feet to his deatb at the bottom of a ravine. 
Mob•mmad Issad met bls ead as lie sat at bls wbeel tryblg 
to Jump-start tbe engiDe. 
4th 1Jecelnber, J(J(J(J New DeJJd, IIUIIII 'A.SSOCIA.TED 
PRESS' 

AND WHEN FATE 

SMILES DOWN 
By virtue of oae or those mlradel that IOIIIdbnes seem the 
exclusive provlnee of thole lntendllable made for TV 
tearjerbn CHANNEL $ seem to be forever screealng 
amidst the eadless boun or sottcore pora, a baby boy wu 
born during a road accident ID which his mother's body 
was cut completely ID half. 
Paramedla, who round the cbDd lying ID sDow at the 
roadside with tbe umbrucal cord still attakbed to his dead 
mother J described it as a 'miracle blrtb.' 
The child, who has been clu'lstelled with tbe name Patrkk, 
after the teeaa&er who dlscovered ldm and stood vi&D unUI 
the ambulallce had arrived, bad sulrered DO IDjury other 
thm a slight scratch OD the lmee. 
The mother, Olga Marla Nunes Bera-Cruz, 31, wu eight 
moatbs pregnmt. 
She was travelling with the unbol'll cbDd's father, 
42-year-old Furtado Boaveutura, ID a tractor ID Kentucky, 
WbeD be lost CODtrol OD D Icy road Dd bit an 
embanlmlent. 
A poHce spokelmm was quoted as sayiD&; 'Shewa.r Cllllglll 
IIIUler the � 11114 drtlggetl tJ $/un1 tlbttuu:e before site 
W&f tllrOWII cleilr. 
'TIIelt Iter lletul lilt tJ culvert 11114 site 6lnld tJ sigil, wllldt 
severetlllertorso. ' 
Docton later stated that the reason the baby survived wu 
doWD to the fact that the umbllkal cord was attached, but 
added that ID normal drcumstances, tbe chances of 
survival would have been lllcredlbly sUm. 
'For tile WilY lie Cllllle Into tile worlll, lie Is tJ mlrtlde baby, ' 
.Jetr Landen, m emergency mediW tedmldall told 
reporters. 'Tills cllllll Is golltg to be� , 
Mr Boaventara survived the acddeat with only miDor 
Injuries. 
Charles Shepherd, who was the ftnt paramedlc at the 
scene, was quoted as saying; 'Tile INiby W&J blue IIIUl 
motlollless wllen I got there, IIIIWIIS stllliJI'ellllllng. He lltul 
beea 1¥1116111 tile SIUJW for tlbnost 1111 110111'. 
'1 prtlbe4 tile Lord IIIUl stlll'ted to work. I cut tile cord IIIUl 
gt�Ve tile baby oxygm dllrllag tile� 4rlve to tile 
llospltlll. 
'I pt'tlyetl��tore 011 tlult 1'1111 1111111 fillY I've ever prqell before. 
He b �· mlrtldefrom God. '  
ADd what Is parUcularly remarltable, Is that, Dot only did 
tbJs Incident occur just a few days before Christmas, but 
that rescue worken md local people later dalmed that 
they bad found m open Bible, lyiDg ID tbe road aear the 
scene of this terrible crash. 
J3rtl Decelllber, J(J(J(J Kellllu:ky, U& 'THE DAILY 
TELEGRAPH' 


